
26S ]Yie ly'esseliger of thte Sacred .Bèart.

agaiinst Iiini aind Mrs. Costelloe-who alone took, lus view
of the danger Alice -%vas iuceurring-Father Fitzgibbon
studiously absentedl Iiiiiself froni the Costelloe dwelling
duriiig the loiig weeks of husy preparation.

He liad positively refused to, be present at the celebra-
tion of a iarriage uniblessed by the Church, and iad.
wvarned Alice frorn the first that lier union would be an
unhiallowed onie, devoid of sacramxental grace. IlMrs. Cos-
tellor s lîeart sank witluin lier, liearing this, and nuany a
bitter tear slie shed over 'the infatuation of ber husband
and chiled; but she, like the priest. wvas powerless to wvard
off the blow, and the great (lay camîe at last-and found
Alice outwardly gray and sniiugii, fiiwardly fil of strange
iinisgiving,-s. for 41 cotscieflce <lotlu iiiake cowards of us

Alas ! poor Alice ! the sliadow of the future -%vas already
falling over ieri- ithierto sunny li fé! This flrst departure
froin the path of duty va-s even then bard ini itself, and
attended with shrinking- pain and troufit 1{ad she any
inisgiviing-s as to the fluail goal, or the coiniug events that
ini that hiour of liope and joy cast their shadow before?

She had reachied the parting of the wvavs. Were tlîey
ev'er, ever to be re-united ? riiixe aloine could tell.

Si

For somne years ail went wvell witli the l3arrinigtous lu ri
their city homue, inany miles away. Thle liusbaud's pro- si
fessional practice wvent onj iincreasing. Moriey came fa~
poung in, and the large establishument over wluicli the W.
fair Alice presided wvas kept up) on a scaie of plenty and th
luxury that left inotluing to l>e desired, NvIii1e she, on lier w]
part, mnade it a iinodel- of order, neatuess aiud comnfort. lu
Five children,- twvo sons and three claugliters, were boai ta Ida
George ]3arz-ington andi bis wife, and, as yet, the re hiad ob


