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in nîany places hiigli basaltie eliffs arise, some of tlem out of'the mater, and
towcer igto whichi the Freneh voyageurs have given the naine of Ilbaru."

Nly favorite resort was somewvhat diffleuit of ascent,,and was only t1îrcb
or four rods broad on the top. Right on the brow of this cliff lay a large
granite boulder eiIngseveral tons. One day a number of boys having
aeconipanied nie, we took it into Our hecads to roll it down. I called to
mind ail thie seraps of poctry I liad nemorised ini ny schiool-boy days, about

tuggingP a big stone up the hll, or tcaring, it C'o tM brw ?)h
3flountaln. It ivould have been impossible for us to inove it on level,
grou1111, but I saw a little more wvould give it a start; so0 we eut many
levers of white birehl and after long tgigwe got it ou the balance,-
After aseertaining that all wvas clear beloi, ive ]et it go.Itetaea

path through the snal trees or buslîivood of the inountain, and vieut
tliundeûring far down on the level land below. It %vis early autumu nvhiIe
I reminled there, and one warni fine day, the wixid being strong fromi the
sout1-«west, -we saw a sinoke arising at the distance of about twelve miles.
Tihis tircuinstance w-ould create but smnall interest in ordinary caises ; but
for us it Nvas an objeet of deep solititude, for the columin o? sinoke wvhich.
%vas that very monient g-row'ing larger, denser and backer, -%vas by the
iid driven rigit over us. Thativlhole region is covered witli moss on the

ronwitli a gond dccl on the trees, ns iiost o? the trocs are of the gru-
iny or resiiuous kind. The gun or 1 itchi, and tire nioss, are fuel for the
flines, and in dry seasons it is not uneommnon for larýge districts to, be
entirely burut. In our case the fire came on nt a fearful rate, and ini the
course oftitwo liours w-as within four or five miles of us. The burnt leaves o?
tue everu-,reen trees feul iii b]aekencd liai], and 1 saw a small piece of bireh
bark thait liad been borne four or five miles by the ivind, fail and ignite
sonie dry mpaterials near rue. Evcry tub, bueket, kettie, aud pail, -was fle
iwith wa;ter, and mnen ivera on the house tops. We al, re, kept a,
~zood look, ort towards the eanoes. intcnding to, take te. the water iii the last
extremity. But the w-ind veered a littie to, the wvestward, and drove tixe
flame out to, the lake above us. It wvas night before the flame died aw-ay,
nd I hand fair view of it as it cnveloped a -hlole mountain side, on the last
promontory jutting ont iute. the lake. 1 have seen great lires in cities,
nnd the prairies urngunder ail circunistances. At niglit w-heu the
w-hole horizon is lit up the prairies in laines, it looks like a seca on lire. But
neithier city nr prairie siow-cd tlic terrifie gran deur and wrath of our nortu-
cru forcet laies The conîparisons ever present to mny mmnd on that day
wIere, a world lu lamies,.and tiie bottonuilespit. Tieroar aind sinoke w-erc
too mir elto aidmit thie erves, to rein1 quiet. On one occasion, during
a conflagrration, sonie o? tire Hudson B-ay traders werc traveliingin a bircir
bark canioe, iii a river o? no great brendt1i. One of these periodie liresç
swept ovor the country, and carne upon thireu, so that there w-as no retreat
eithier w--y, and the on]y resource Icft w-as to, find a shiaiow place in tire
Stream, invert thecir canne over their hcands, w-hile tlrey w-ere entirei.y sub-
icrgt:, ail but tircir heads, and -ait for tIre flaies to, pass. Wlien theyV

vcnturcd to emerige, thcy found tîreir cinoe rcoriied. A river or lake of
liarafa mile iu brendth opposes no scure barrier te. tirese lires. Another
concomitant o? these lires iS, that they creatc sueir a rush o? air to, tire
burning rerion, as scnds a stro.ng current upiva.rd, bearing flic hlaming
pnrtieles higi over head, te. descend iii a shoNver of lire far around.
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