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the Corinthians (1 Cor. ix. 18-15.)“ Do
ye not know, that they which minister
about holy things live of the things of
the temple ? and they which wait gt the
altar ave partakers with the altar ? Ev-

“en $0 hatn the Lord ordained, that they
which preach the gospel should Live of
the gospel ;” although he adds « But 1
have used none of these things; neither
bave I written these things, that it
should be sou done unto me : for it were
beiter for me to die, than that any man
should make my glorying void.” In like
manner, when he says to the Thessalo.
nians, * Neither did we car any man's
bread for nought ; but wrought wi-h la-
bour and travail nignt and day, that we
might not be chargeable to any of you;”
he adds, * Not becavse we have not
power, but to make outselves an ensam-
ple to you to follow us.”

The miraculous endowments of the
Apostle gave him a peculiar advantage,
where the interests of religidn required
it, for laying out a considerable portion
of his time in thus working with his
bands, without Leing thereby unprepar-
ed for the delivery of his message. It
was not in words which man’s wisdom
taught him that he preached  Iis mes-
sage was commumiea'ed to him by -
spiration—he spake the words of the Ho-
Iy Ghost.  But although enabled thus to
preach by 4 wiraculous  preparation
with which the preachers ot the gospel
now are not fasoure l, he siill felt the la-
Lours to which he was thus subjected as
amatter of severe trial.  Again and a-
gain does he efer to these labours, and
‘the circamstanues which rendered them
necessary, as conslituting an important
part of his sufferings. Mark how he
writes of this tu the Corinthians, firs
epis-le, iv. 11,12,  Even unto this pre-
sent hour we both hunger, and ‘hirst,
and are nakel, and are buffeted, and
have no cenain dwelling place ; and la-
bour working with our own hands’—
When, in the same epistle, chapter
ninth, and verse tweltth, referring tothe
right which he had of obtaining a tem-
poral provision from them, he says, “Ne-
vertheless we have not used this power;”
he immediately adds “but suffer all
things, lest we.sbould hinder the gospel
of Christ.” Again, he asks, 2 Cor. xi.
7, * Have I committed an offence in -
lasing myself that ye might be .exalted,
because 1 have preached to you the gos-
el of God freely”

Nor, even in those cases in which he
xefused to be supported by particular

makes: Philip iv. 15-18, +Now, yo
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churcher amony whom he laboured, diy
the Apostle provide entirely for himselt
by the work of his own hands.  He savs
to the Corinthians, in the words tollow-
ing those just queted, * I robbed other
churcbes, taking wages of them, to do
you service,”  In doing this, it was nut
a consideration of the comparative
wealth or poverty of the respectivy
churches that guided him.  There was
much wealth i the Corinthian Chrch.
It is of the Macedonian churches that
the Apostle says, * their deep poverty
abounded unta the riches of their libe.
rality ;" yet it was from one of theso
churches, that namely at Philippi, that
he seems to have reecived most treely ;
and the satistaction with which. notwith-
standing their poverty, he regarded
these contributions may be Jearned from
the warm  acknowledgments wheh he

Philippians, know alse, that in the be
ainn nyg ot the Gospel. when T departet
from Macedonia, no chureh eommuni-
cated with me as concerning giving and
receiving, but ye only. Ior evenin
Thessalonica ye sent onee and azain un-
to my necuessity.  Not because I desire
agift: but I desire truit that may a-
bound to your account.  But Thave all
and abound : 1awm full, having received
of Iipaphroditus the things which were
sent [rum you, an odour of a swect
swelly a saerifice aceeptable, well pleas-
ing to God.™  The Apostles’ heart wis
filled with love to all the churche:. II:
could with all sincerity say to the Cor-
intliaus, * I will very gladly spend and
Lt spent for you ; though the more ¢
bundantly I love you, the Jess 1 beln
ed.” Who, in reading this, can help
adiiring the disinterested affection of
Paul! But when we consider 1he view
thas presentad of these respective
churches—when we hear 1his servantof
God saying to the Corinthians, ¢ In all
things I have kept myself from being
burdentome anto vou, and so will 1les
myself;” and then, in contragt, read s
statement to the Phitippians, I rejoic-
ed in the Lord greatly, that now atthe
last yonr care of me hath flourished a-
gain; wherein ye were also careful, but
y¢ lacked opportanity. Not that Tspeak
in respect of want: for I have learaed,
in whatsoever state X am, theréwitl to
be contew. I know both how to be a
based, and I know how to-absund: eve-
ry where and in all thingsIam instruct:
ed both to be full and 1o be burgry, both
to abound and to suffer need, Icando




