
That trouble often arises in congregations, soinetimes fromi the
pastiS''s side, which, foi' the tinie being, greatly hinders the
Lord's w'ork is freely granted. At the saine inue, I (Io not
believe that suclh trouble is traceable to whiat is coinmonly called
4poor preaiingii." WXe înust reineniber the, ok(I saying, "It takes

two < rood' peop)le to nake a 'good ' sormion,"-ai good preachier
aiid a ood liearer. It w'as lu connection, withi hearincr that

Jesus said, " Withi whuat mecasure ye inete, it shial be ineasured to,
you, and more shial bo a(Ided. For hoe that hiatm, to hlmii shall be
given; and lie thiat bathl not, froii lîiinm shahl bc taken even thiat
whieli hie bath," (M.iv. 24, 25.) A hiearer that is ont of sym-
pîtthy with the preachier, even wvhen the preachier is Jesus
iniseif, cones to beo" wvithout " (Mk. ivj. 11) i relation to thiat

preachier, anci pays the usual penalty. H1e secs, but perceives
flot, and hiears, but uiidersta.,nds not. H1e says there is no good
secd cast, anid knows not that hie lias beconie a w'ayside hearer,
or one of the other evii kinds. 1 presunie every cbiircihxs ani
ideal of its owvn of wvhat constitutes ý" goodI preaching, and ainis
in its colleges to supply the kind of preachers whichi are sup-
poscd to be in dernand. Our- churci lia its ow'n ié --a, and our
colleg(,es attain mucli success lu mneeting wliat is uiiders-tood to ho
the (lenmand. One of our most intellig~ent elders of a town con-

gL'egtion that hiad been vacant for about two ycars, reinarked to
nie about the ei;d of the vacancy, " Our long vacancy is ini part,
at toast, owingy to the excellence of our preachiers We hiave
hieard a great niany; but wve have not hieard yet a really poor
sernion, a.nd our people have beconie (lhvided in their choice.»
Anothier eider, Nv'ho occupies a seat on thie Benchi in a neighibor-
ingr province, reniarked sorne years ago, "MNy duties have led me
to, travel about the country a great deal, and I hiave heard mauy
of our preachiers, old and young, and I cani say that a poor
sermion is rare]y hieard." Neverthieless, the Judge(" said some
pretty liard thiingrs about ministers froni othier points of view.
So far as I have -,ver hieard, this is the generai testinmony.

HOW CAN THE DIFFICULTIES B3E LESSENED?

I do not believe thiat a very large measure of relief eau be
obtained by the interference of Presbytery. Ask ininisters of
long expe1'ieInce, and the ahniost invariable reply is, Don't have a

Tli/at Mtlinisier.


