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:fi3oohs as a nean of abvarnceînent
in liut.

ARENTS generally entertain the desire to secure
for their children an education befitting advancc-

luiment in life; tliey very seldom tliink tliat, there
is ail education which in itself is advanccmnent

î in life.
ý The general opinion held of advancement in

life is to become conspienous, or to obtain a position which, slhah
be ackuowledged. by others to be respectable or honorable. The
seaman does not desire to be made captain because lie eau manage
the ship ivell, but rather because lie iih be, called " captain. " Thus
we sec that love of praise and recognition is the strongest motive iu
mcii 's iiiind in sceking advancement in life.

Likewise we -,vsh to get into good society, not on account of
the society itself, but on account of the conspîcuousucss it gives us.
There is hardly one among us who would ii( miake great sacrifices
to obtain the comipany of a cabinet xuinister or a person of rauk,
but -%ve scarcely ever think of secking the coinpany of bookis wliere
wc can i'ead, study and risc to the level of these great men. F-.,
wvish vcrýy inucl to be gîVeL the opportunity of speaking to a poet.
but why not rcad his writings? In his writings lie describes pass-
ing maiitters inucli better thian lu his careless talk.

Thc readig of books is one of the chiief means of adwance-
ment in life. A booki is the idea of some great gcnius. T1he authior
has sonething to say which lie perceives to be truc, uscful and
beautiful, and lie is bound to express this cicar and mcelodiously.
By reading flic booki carefully you -%vil1 fiud the author's idea, or
the 'truc bits,' and thcse are the booki.

The author's writings are preferable to bis talk. Iiu lis talk,
politeness wvill frequently induce Iiim to descend to our oivn level
with the resuit that we receive but littie bcuefit. In his bidok we
miust asceud le his Ievcl. 'We Icaru to thinli and aet as lic docs.
This is lcarning, this is education, this is advaucceut.

Fromn this w%,e eau casily sec thiat the position a ù-taîi wiIl take
in life is the position he fits himnsclf for; tlic position lie Nvill take
iii thc society of the living wvill bc ineasured by the eoinipzanioiiship
lie is able to take with the intellectual aristocracy of the dead.
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