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ABRIAHAM LINCOLN.

BEINO SUpplhed Withl li letter- Of intr'oduction to the li:te l'resident Lincoln,
by a member of the Canadlian Government, the wvriter had an interview with
Iiim in the autunin of' 186-1. The lresidenit's office, for the transaction of
business wvas in the -%ell-Iznown Il Whîite 1-buse," immediately above the
southcrn part of the reception room in the east wing-. From. the wýýndowv
-there is a fine view of the placid i'otomnae andl Arlington heighits. TIhIe room
wvas not carpeted, and containced a few substantiai oak chairs and one Iong and
higli writing-desk,, w%,iceh wvas loadedl with officiai documents and referential
books of law -tiff statutes. Ad.joining lus rooin to the west is a, small1 wvaiting
rooni, also furnishied vcry sparingiy. Th'ie wvalls wvere decorated withi a, few
maps, and there were some plaster busts of distinguishced statesmen on the
mantlepiecc. là one corner of flic room, iiear the door, wvere the remnains of

portion of the machinery of' thc ill-fitted " rîmc"prcsented by th lIon.
Mr. Washburnc to, the President. After -%vait.ing nearly au hour, wvit.h. about
ilhree dlozen otiier expectants-the temper of soine of thiese seething over ii
intermittent ejaculations of a laconic and poinied kind, 'igainstsm iin
gnuished member of the diplomatie corps, whose toto-a--tcte with Lincoln uvas
more lengtlhy than agreeabie to the most of us-we wcre indiscriminately ad-
mitted to the audience chamber. Mr. Lincoln could be recoguized among a
thousand by the portraits of bum seen everywhere. lie was taIt and angular
in body, withi long, siiuewy arms. The large motith, suinken eyes and prom-
mnent cheek bones, made the contour of bis face dccidedly Scottish. When
he shook hiands with you hiiît grip iras such. as would make a Sayers uvince;
aud although at that moment 1 had no anxieties, griefs or regrets, 1 confess
the tears came into my eyes, 1 presumue iii syrnpathy for my unfortumate
digitats, which. were at that moment in limbo. Whien lie spoke to, you lie
looked you straight in the face, as if' he desired and wtus dctermined t.o read
your în.most ilionglits and wishes. You wcere surc, from the impression pro-
duced upon you froni bis searcbing gaize, that he possessed an intuitive tact
in reading- mucli of a man's character from bis countenance, aud that he him-
self uvas flot dc.stitute of moral courage ; and the firmly compressed lips indi-
cate<l grreat determination if the quiescent lion was once thoroughly arousedl.
lu the eyes, hiowevcr, there was an ever-present twinkle of humour,
which. no volition could .supprcss. The mouth. miglit utter stera words, but
the eyes wouid belie ail. His voice iras a baritone, îvith no edgres to its sound.
Ilis speech iras slow, distinct, deep î~id xnellow; and ho spoke withi an ear-
iucstncss which carried conviction to tlue hearer. Tt was evident to ail who
camne in contact wirhi 1ýim that lie mecant ail hie said, aud thiat is no small corn-
mendation iii thiis age of consumnmate cunning, deception, intrigue and preten-
tious hioncsty of purpose. The great fund of anecdotes at Lincoln's command
uvas constantly used to pourtray some character, or to, illustrate, somne prin-
ciple, or to relicre biis presence of some obsequions office-seeker. The latter
class uvas the vcry banc of his life. While the writer was present he decided


