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"1WOMAN'S RIGIHTS."

BY HANNIBAL IIATBLOCK.

Iarn a niarried inan-thoroughly and un- and 1 don't caro about aniuBing hier at Miy ewn
mistalceabIy married. I have beon marriod pç.rsonal expenso ;-also an item te be consid-
about threo years. 1 used te cali my wife nîy ered-tlie fiendishi gice of Miss Scraggyskin, tho
IlChristmnas Box," becauso we were rniarried cause of ail iiiy woes. 1 was just beginning to
on that day; but lately I have got the habit settle into asubdued iielancholy, butthethought
( mentatly) of naming lier Pandora's Box.- of Scraggyskin rouses rny ire. Will no one
I eason why-" woman's righits !" You sec, rny deliver me frrni Scraggyskin? Can't I get an
wife's naine before shie niarried me was Abigail act, banishing lier forever as a nuisance? or
Cheosecrumbe -alie was a sempstross, and I why the rnischief can't some one fait in love
rnarricd herfrorn pure love of lier quiet, modest, 'itih lier and niarry lier, or murder lier, I den't
rnaidenly ways, and I thinik she loved me too; care whioh. They say that Ilwithout chiarity
but, deax me! things have changed since thon we are as tinkling hrass or sounding cymbal ;"
se muchi that I sometirnes wisli I had neyer unfortunately this does nlot semn to apply in
seen lier. iloason for change - Il woinan's Scraggyskin's case. She is a whote brass band
rights !" My wife is sall in stature, wavy with an extra set ef kettle-drums; but she is so
brown liair, hazel eyeB, and used to have a rcharitable-dear ie ! shoe quite overwhelrns me.
sweet expression-but sho has't new. iloasen Do you think it is inhuman te picture the plea-
she has't-"l wornan's rights !" 1 arn six-foot- surablo emetions you would feel in goi-ng te
twe in my steckings, black hair, rnilitary mous- any (thon living) person's fuineral? Well, if
tache, large side whiskors, orct forin, and usod se, 1 mnust be a brute, fer I would travel
te have rathor a fierce and doterrnined aspect ton miles te Scraggyskin's burial, and nover
-look humble now-skulk al.eng liko a dog quit the corpse till it was undor six feet of
whose tail has bccn arnputated, and the eut earth, with delighit; and, if permittod, I would
healed by turpentine. Roasoli I look humble have the procession accornpanied with a num-
-" wexnan's rights!" Uscd te go down town ber of disenthrallcd liusbands, whese wivcs new
te my occupation (wholesale fruit dealer) ivith bow before the shirine of Scraggyskin-each of
olastie step, erder my clorks around and do a said husbands te carry a broken chain as an
big business-don't do se new-go down like a ornblom of thoir new found liberty, and oach te
bark mill herse te his harnesa. IReason for it play upon the flute (that is te say say such ai
-saine as boforo-"l wvoran's rights !" Ilsod could puoker their rnouths in tho agenizing Po-
te corne homo and meot a pair of loving arrns sition requircd te cxtract xnotody froin that
in the hall : aise one kiss, at loast, and serne- hiollow-hearted instrun'ent,) soine appropriate
times two ;-used te ho lead in captive triumphi air about "lshout with the battie cry ef free-
te tho drawing-roorn, whcro a flarning dressing- dema," or Il Brittania rules the wavos, and Bni-
gown and a pair of slippers 'waited me before tcons nover," &c. By the way, that line about
a cozy lire. 'Tisn't se now-often wondcr if 1Il "nover, nover shall bo slaves " is ail foldeol,
dreamod it. Reason-"l woman's rights !" -isn't it now ? because Britons are slaves. I

D-- woman's niglits! They are ahurnbug arn a slave-a white slave-a slave te " weman's
-a swindlo-a xnyth ;-and yet thero rnust ho rights," personified in the formi and proportions
some substance in thern, for look what they've of Ponelope Scraggyskin.
done for nie. 1 who used te Nvcigh 18 stene But ail this time 1 arn net telling my heart-
have beceme, reduced te a more skeleton of 14 rending tale, or how I became a slave. Woll,
ditte! Isn't that sad? Isn't it eneugh te nake lot us proced :-I hiad been married about twe
me tear rny clothos and whiskors-woar sack- years-twe ycars of perfoot happinoss-when
cloth and ashes-go inte a cenvont-give up i-ay Paradiso was invadod by the fiend. Sho
smoking, or do something else equatly ridicul- carne te lecture in our city, and boing evident-
eus? But, alas! clothes cost tee mucli; 1 arn Iy a person of great tatont-at toast 1 judgcd
net yet reduced te the dogradation of boing se frei the reports publishied in the merning
caroless te the looks adrniring schoot girls cast papers (wvritten, I have sinco lcarned, as is the
upon my hairy appendages ;-sackclotli and usuaî custoîn, by the lecturer lîerslf,-I oe
ashes are said net te be lioatthy in winter tirne, evoning propesed te rny 'wife te go and hear
and, bosides, they are net muchi worn this sea- this ncw doctrine. Shie declinod-said she ha.d
son, at lcast 1 have net noticed thcm on the righits enougli: slie hiad the righit te "llove,
tailors' fashion. plates; - convents I cannet hionour and obey," &c., and enty yieldod at laet
abide, having beon broughit up a strict ?rcsby- te rny ridicule, whien I teasingly askcd hon if
torian ;-and as for giving up srnoking-ye lier head iras net lovel? if shc cold net hear
gods! just te think of it, and my now meer- and se0 a, wornan make a fot of hersoîf fer a
schaum beginning te celer! Besides, you sec, living, without bocoîîîing a coavert? She yield-
en secend refloction, if I wvere te do 8ornothing ed, as I said hefore, and hier unfortunt.te ceom-
desporate it would ploase rny wife tee much, plaisance ivas the first stop towards my elavery !


