
=H RURAL CANADIAN.

(and crosslug the palm wilh silver is louait ta be as effec-
tuai wlîb tottunetllers lu China as elaewhere). sud the
Rales are equial-thal lit, if the station sud weastttî ai thetîwo
familles are simitar-the proposaI t: made in due foaim. Tht

=edigresents are then sent, and, if acccpied, the yaung
co rple onsidered as tcgatty betrothed. A lucky day

muust next be fixeti for tht wtddiug, anti here aur frieud, the
dîviner, la agalu calîctI upon. Previnus ta the great day tht
bridcgroomn gels a uew bat andI takes a new maane, white tht
lady, whose bair bas bilberto hung down ta ber beels in a
single heivy plait, aI the same lime beccomes initialed into
tht style ai hait dresaing prevalcut amaasg Crainese marrieti
ladies, which consista in twimsting the haîr iuto tht orin oflan
txaggeralcdi tes-pot, and supparîing it la chiat shape witb a
uarrow piste ai galti or jade over tht iurehead, sud a whole
syrtem of bodkins behaind il. On the weddiug morning
presents andi congratulations arc sent ta the bridrgroom,
&ad amang tht rest a pair af geese; uol sent as ive might
imagine, by saine wicked wvag or irîeclaimable bachelar as
a personal, reflectian au tht intellectual state cf bis friend,
but as au emblem ai damestic unîty and affection. The
ladies, tc, in China, as Weil as elsewhert, indulge ina siite
fashionable crying ou tht occasion, and sa tht relatives of
thse bride spenti tht morniug with bers, weeping over ber
impexadiug departure, or, mareyprobably, their cwn spanster-
hcod.-opular Senie Zdanthly.

ffOW TO READ THE BIBLE.

Reati il Ibraugit auce in course ; leas for spiritual bendlit
titan ta kuaw what la in il, sud whcre ta go and finti what
yau tvant. Such s reailing once iu a lafetime is euaugh.

ReatI il by bookcs. For Ibis purpase il ia w-cII ta get
w-bat is calletI a Paragraph Bible, an w-luth the divisions int
chapters sud verses is ual maantained. Tiatu read tht alary
of Esther, or af Rusth, or tht Episile ta the Romans, or
chat te tht Galatiaus, through aI a sittîug. Or gel a bar-
mony of tht Gospes-tbere are several such-and read
thraugh the fle of Christ as yau would rcad s biagraphy ai
Wesley or Luther. In such a readiug Christ's îeacbings
talce an ae-w aspects, aud tht luei itself assumes a new aig-
nilicauce.

RestI il toicalty. Taire a particralar subject an wbica
you (tel ueed of instruction. Tatte the Ameritan Tract
Society's Bible texî bock as a hasis. Examine every lext
clhent classified under tht head Alouement, or cake al
Tcther's or a Bagster's Bible, sud examine esery text
therein relerreti ta, as giviug tht cies ai Christ ; lean
thus w-hgt tht Srripture teaches by gatbering fruit front ait
ils branches.

Sîady ils spirituality. Study it aceordiug ta your awn
mocd, your awn special ueed. Do yen (tel fuît ai Rladness?
Rezd its palsî ai trust, or ils promises of camior, itas
brcad-ace what yen bauger for. It as medicane-take
w-bat yaur sonl taceca.

RestI in other bookcs that tbrow ligbI au tht Bible. Take
sncb s book as " Van Lennaep's Bible L-auds.»

ReatI il, and as yau rend examine every reference. Yau
w-lt reil slow-tp, ai course, but you wali came open new
texts andI tapoain atu meaniaLs ai aid texîs. Yeu Witt bc
like a traveller gau.g through a caruparatively ucw country,
wlth a guide anti a frlend.

Somtatimes do ual read aI ail. Wse suppose somte ai aur
reade.a witl bc sbocked at this advace ; nevertbetess, i1 as
more reverent to th: B.ble, ta go ta sltep at tht bible ou a
single verse, tban ta read a chapter wath beavy ejes, a
w-cary braira, sud a ssoddiuig ise3d. Somebauses tht best meai
is ou an emply table.

Fanally, digest what yan read. Apprapriate il. It is
better ta read tht cnt verse, IlBlesçcd art tht metk, for
thty shail inhecrit the carth,» sud practise meekucess for chat
day, than ta read tht w-bote Sermon on tht Mlount, sud %hut
op yaur religion beîween tht cuversai ofour gold-clasped
Bible, sud leate il there. lit w-i love the Bible beat who
studies mas- r.talonslp ta practise ils precepts sud imbibe ils
spirit.__________

GIFING 1$ GE77ING.

Ont af tht plain paradoxes iu tht reulm ai mind, malter,
nature sud grace. is that lte gazo comesonly tbraugb lassi-
chat baarding la impoverishiug; chat there as no w-sp ai
ktepang ont s bcl ou s eiegoad. lîke partiug w-ait a-.
that acqiuisitin la a restait ai expenditure ; chat dtvidtng ta
multiplYing ;that scatturig s inumxg; cti spqding as
saviug; chat giving is gcttiug. Bodily sireuRîb tomnes frram
its expeuditure. flot irorn its baarding. EvMx w-use ose: of
s muscle sila te0 the pawer cf chat muscle.

it la tht ose, uat tht possession, of ay matenia tresant
chat Cives il ils hirhest value. Ma-tnty gathered sud kept
foi its cun sakt increases tht discuaent sud ceassagi af ils
boitdez, w-hile manep scanght sud lsandttd for its beneliceut
use gises pleasare sud satisfaction te hlm w-ha employs Il.
As a riat, men suda womet ai ample metans shrink mare
(rom tht outlay o! monty far their personal coxavenience sud
enjopratut, or for tht glving cf laare ta athers, a
ttaliy have lesu cr tht digita w-hidi mou ty-asiag migt
scare, tb.an Petiov. o! mare limittd income w-ha have no
desire for motstY as mauep ; ne w-xs lo be riais, iu compaxi-
sou w-its tht tbought cf living sud doiug richty. Straltentd
acastauces are quite llktty te iucreas with Lraw-iaL ac-
cumuliatians cf weatîh; sud uusalisfled =rvings for réces
=r ex:.Mmrted Ly tciefort at it sailisfyiag. "'There

la"'-indeed thrmeS-"tIbat wiîhboldeth mare tissu is
anctl but il ttndtth ta pcvcrîy.Y Anai tht piuch cf pvrty
itscf eau neyer nip s0 sbarply as tht pinch cf witisbodicg
avarice-

Our mental f--cultes gai through tiseir usiug. Giviag
Ont tbstht ia speech c: w-iing ilaesses' tresres af
thought as w-cil as Ctes case aud pocer oi expression. la
ont znorl nature the caint principle prc-tals. Presidenî
llaptiat gala : a' la of tht very nature cf the aFfections;
that they gisre, sud cf tise desires tihat they rcceive."

Tit emtese of desire la belttlin; that cf affecilon et-
nollUig. Dcslr bIs arca. Affction brings conotati.

Wben a child receives Rifts, ot seltihty em.,loys what bas
becu given faim, hais desires are exercised, and by their vety
exer&ie they arc stiengiliened and intensîfled. But when
the child gives te others it is lais affections ivhich are ex-
erciscd and wbieh are enlarged by ibtîr exercîse. As with
*hie child, su wath chose of us of!-an y sgt. Only as WCcive
do we Cet anything tbat is wûrth gcttng. Ont y an aur
giving do we find tbe real pleasure of living. If we find
chat aur affccîiun, aur ministry, aur presence, is a source of
comfort or pleasure, we rceognire a blessing juil there.

For tbe becart grows ricb ln giving;
Ail ils wcaltb is living gain.

Secdit. wbich mildew in the Carnier,
Scatlcred, I with gold the plain."

-Sundoy ScAùol Tigne.

Mify L41ST OFIÇER.

WVe bad a wcdding at our bouse last nigbt.
With tbrong af gucsts and maze of flowcra;

Tbe moins were brillianl w.ýh tbeir blaze of light;
In sang and (c"ting passed the boucs.

My little nephew, four ycats snd a half,
Bewildered, glad and wonder.cyed,

Saw ait tbe glitter, beard the sang and laugh,
And ate unwonted sweets beside.

Neat day he pondercd much, a2 Wise folks do,
Then craved of me a little beau;

"Aunt Jeanir, wby don't yau Cet married. to?
1 hoite youlIl do ai very soon."

"Dear child,' 1 said. and stroked bis curlIr hezd,
IlYou would uat wisb il il you knew
That I muat go away if I should wed,

Instead of living bere tî you.»

lis face grew grave, for be bad oualy tbaught
O1 wedding cakes aud ices sweet ;

But, if wiîb loss of auntie il were biought,
The feast would bc a doubtiul treat.

He clasped my neck and kissed me on the check,
Tben said the laving little elf,

'Aunt Jeanie, dan't get maruied tilt next week,
And I wilt marry y& àa myseli."

-C. M. Se. Denyis, in Our Continn.

IVREA T 1IV H/S TOR Y.

Dr. E. L S'urtevant Rives tbe fullowîng accouant of the
past of the wheat plant:-

Il Iis was supposed ta bave introduced uheat mbi Egypt,
Demeler int Greece. and the Empesor Chan Waong iuto
China, about 3.000 B. C. Iu Europe il was culivaied bc-
fore the period of bislory, as samples have been discovered
from the Lacustrinc dwcellings of Switzetland. Iu England
il was probahly mot cultivated by tbe ancaenî Battons; but
the Anglo*Ssxoa, wheu Bcdc wrote, early in the eighîb
century. sowed their wbeat lu spriug; aud an the dayç of
Qucen Elizabctb ils ctaltivalaon ixas but partial. Indeed,
wbcaî tvas an article af comparatave Juýuary tai r.early the
seventecenîb century. Iu Indmn, wbeat acems flot ta be
native but iuaroduced, for its Sauscrat marre: signifies 'food

foi clac haibariaus ; * yet tiîe vatitits arc mrntioned an the
Bliavaprasca. anc af wbich, a large.grairaed, is said ta bave
came from the West, and annther, a sait grained or beard.
less tbeat, is said te bave beena indigeniaus ta initae India.

-The firaI wbeat raised in the Net Wuild was sown by
Spaniards on Ihe Island of Isabella in January, 1404, anad
an March 3*h tari o corn weie gathtzeil. The lounation
cf the ebeat harre-t of Mlexica as said ta bave been îhree or
four grains carcfully cuItivated an 1530, and pre3eervcd by a
slave of Cottes. The lirst crop aI Quito icas raîsed by a
Frauciscan moult in front of the couvent. Garcilasso de la
Vega affira chat lu Peru. up ta 1548. wbeatcn brarad bail
not beent sald ait Cuzco. Wh=er"wa finit sown by Gosuold
on Cuîtybunk, anc cf the Elizabeth lsl:uds lu Buzzardîs
Bay. off 'Massachusetts, ln z6az, when be first explored the
cia.st. Iu s6604, au the Island af St. Croix. tan Calis,
Me-, the Sieur de Mants biadt saine wheat sowu wbich
flourished fincy, lu 1611 the final wbezl appear to bave
beena sown in Viriala. lu 1636 $amplts of whcat grown
iu tbe Dutch colauy atl Ntetbrlands were shown iu HoUlaud.
Il lai probable chat whcat was sown in the Plymuouth colany

pnor ta 1629. tho-agb we flud no record cf it. sud lu 1629,
I.beat tas; ardered [rom England ta bc used as sced. lu
î8îS wbeat was inlraduced juta tt valley afîbe Mississippi

by the Western Company. In 1799 il was lanOwu an=g
culitivated crops af the Simca Indiaus of tbe Gila River,
New %fexicaY"

NvOOSING SIV4RÈS.

The Island of Aitutalti, ant af te lien-t grap. in the
Pacifir. ta surrounded by raIds. nnderueath wbîch are sub-
marine caveras, tht homes cf shark. The natives classify
îhcm as lagoom xharca, wbich are comparatively ramne, and
(croctions sharka, whicb spart notbing shey tant seize. The
Lagoion shaik, about six (et long, la csteemed a delicacy.
snd tht ntatives szapply ititr=sots with tht tocibsome disia
by a remarkable style cf fishlng.

Arrived over the entrante ta the shark cave, the lisber.
.an= leares bis tace to the tare cf bais companians, sud
dives ct the battom, carzing witb hlmà a slip kuot af stroug
cord.

Hc expecta to, find two or threc shaarksat home, wel satis-
fied sad drtawsy afler feeding lu the lagoon. with their laits
:owad thse entrate. Seletting thse laresî, tht diver
adrily adjust;a mnte aiver the lait, taking tare tisaI il

atoocy. Ifh bash anather noose, bc secmt a second

Tht shxxk catcher now ait ant bouad (rom tehtdite.
sady boitom, rbat ta le~ hctrice, in oe* ta aleaî tis

friends in bautîng uap the fil.b. The astonisbed steepers

bencath suddenly fini themîscîves iiscending tait first ta thse
surface. Once insîdc the canot, a $rmart btow front an axe
beîween the eyes or au the tait ends its cilicer.

But accidents sametimes happer ntl the bravest. One ai
the mait succes-ful shartk-catchers ait Altutaki stas Reubena,
whosc ancestors land excetlld at ibis perious sport. Long
practice banl made l.ima aImaiot amrphibious.
.One Saîurday morning hestarîed out withtwocompaoos

lu a canot sciass the ptacid lagoon ta ane of tht more dis-
laul isteîs. Grasping lu bis left hand a naose provided for
the occasion. he dove dnwn ta the entrante af a large sut»

mrýineC 
cave.

On cnering it, Reutua found several shatks tazily rest-
is îhemselves. In a trîce a slip.knot was skilfulty pa.ssedl

over the lait of tht necaresl shar k without exciling ils ire.
The shark, nt Ibis esriict juacture, usaved s0 chat there ws
ual ruent cnua for Rcubtna ta gel out.

lHt n0w gently stroked tbe sidt of the shark, and succeede
in induciag il ta move away, so as la permit bis exil. This
operation is said ta be very agrecable ta the flsh ; but if
tbîough nervauscess the shaic bc slroked tbe wrong way, lus
anCer ia sure ta bc exciîed, andi the diver's life wauld be tht
certain farfeit.

Reubena was malcing bis escape, wben, in bis dismay,
sather large shark came back from feeding in the lagoon,
sud blocked up tbe entrauce wiih bais unwieldy body. Ta
gel out note was impossible, for even Reubeus damad uat
stroke the bead of tht mauster.

Tht captive lisherman waiîed, boping the sbark wauld go
farîher lu, so as la leave tht opening face. Uuhsppîly the
buge lisb diii ual mave. Reubeua's agauy became intense;
seconds seemed la bc hours. WVus hc doomed ta perisb in
a sharlt cave?

At lzst tht sbark passed quieîly int the interior, and
Reubena wr-s hardly able ta gel out af tbe cave antd rise la
the surface. Ilii associates iu thse canot. who had become
afixiaus for bais safety, seiz:d hlm by the hair and pulted
hlm ln, blond flawiag iroin bis cars, cts. and nastriLs.-
Yordh.. Compassien.

T'RUE GEN1LEMANLINESS.

Truc genîlemaulintas includes bath imrunsts and geulle.
mess. Tht rcal gentleman combines tht tenderxacss of tht
womauly nature veitb tht slrength and uohteuess af bigh
mausbaad. The lad wbo aspires ta bc a gentleman must not
be content wib lifting bis cap la a lady, andi sbowiug ber
deferente lu bis seords andI aciions. That as ail well, as far
as il Cots; bail il dota ual go far euougb. Real gallaulry
dots mal limil ils show of respect tu those who art of tht
genîler Lez: it is as deferenlial te sgt, sud as kectuly alive
t0 the needi of tht %veaker ofiCcther sex, as it as uniformly
courtcous aud palice îowards every womau. But it is a
very commun thing ta set a younte mari qnicc ta rise frnm
bas scat in a crowded car and proffrr tht place ta a Weil-
Idrtsed aud attractive lady, wheu he liait no thuugbt ai cITer.
iug chat scat lu an aged gcntleman who badl been standing
before hlm fur a considerable lime. lias action proves bis

Iattention ta ladies, but si ducs ual show bis Cenîteaanes.
Pateuts to %,uu.d have lista, sous gentlemanly must teacli
t hem that lîlis quile as important ta Cive deference teasgt a,
ta sez. Tht command, -Thau shait aise up belore tht
j loary heari, andI bonaur the face af the old man, - was spolcen
by Gud Haimselt befure tht cummaud baid gante forct ta bc
sery qasîck ta Rive your scat lu a prtty girl ta tht horst-
carLs.-unday-SchooI lamei.

FRET'F Ut NM.

Frelfutues as ont of tht most commun andI gRevaus faults
ofordanary 111e. -I date no mute fret," seid WVesley.,* than
I daiecurse sudsweat. Nvabing mare surety ana certainly
desîroys tht peste oi a fiamily chant tht causcees, profitîass
habit uf frcttang, grumbling, aud fault-liuding so Common iu
mauy familles.

IlLuok int the home of a irelfal mait or womau, sud
mark tht discamfort, tht nhappiness, tht positive misery
tery oiten cause wibnits sacrecd enclosures. Eatire a

(reliai man lu bis business relatious-bow disagiccable bc
maltes bimseii and others, and bute mach bc detracts from
bis awa pawer tond coalty andI wisely. Set ucia manin
cburch-what au amenait of friction and trouble bc causes,
where ail should wa:k smoolhly aud qtsîelly. flesdes tht
raping a dascomfari sncb a persan occasiurs, thse e=amaple
bc sels is mail perniclous. Children easily catch thtenu
mers ai thrir eIders, sud mauy fretfual people have no ane to
bigame but themsevcs il tbey bave warrisome, tesng, dis.
agrecable childreu2'

Fret flot tisyscli becaisse a' evlldoeus." Put zway
grumbltag and coinmlInn-,. Lookt on tht bnpi side, mintc
tht best ai everythiuýg. buidie yeur tempes, rate your awu
spirit, sud possesas your seul iu patience sud in peste-
St.etted. ______________

ROI V TU-E AWLLGA FOR FEEDS.

An alligator's Ibroat is an animaleti sewer. Elexyticg
ctina ges in bais mnaath got dawu. lt la a lzdoRP
sud insitad ai hua:ing for jomethinZ te est, bc lets bais
vicluals haut for hlmn ; that is, he lies wlîh bais great mentit
open,! âppartntlly, dead, lilce bbc 'passea. Soan a bug crawls
iale il, tben a fly, then astral guats, aud a calauy et mas-
quitats. Tht alligator don't close his jaw yet; bc la
waiting for a wbalt drove ai thiugs. Ht dots bis
eatiag by whol=sle. A littlt Iater a iLeard aIll Coal hlma-
sci uder the sbade of tht ripptr jaw. Then a feu' (rogs
wlt hop up te catch tht mosquitaes, sud Criais ligist on
tht fracs. Fiuafy, a whale village or insecîs suda reptiles
seutlt dawa for an aferssocu pic:nic. Then ail at once there
lasu attbquae.- The big jaw (alla, thse alligatar slyly
bliuks oneceye, guipa down tht entire menagerit, sud opens
his gricat front dont sgain for more visitors.

FOURMNx~ Misalorsari Sodletiza aze tait wo&r laSot
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