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PoLoONIUS MAKES SOME FURTHER
REMARKS ON ECONOMY.

BY ENOXONIAN.

Men of Ontario, you are a thnfty people.
You have no House of Lords as the people of
our Eastern Provinces have and yoa manage
{airly well without one, Some of you say that
you have a udy little surplus of about $5,000,
000 and others contend that there is no surpjus
worth speaking about, That surplus is a
queer kind of a fund. Its existence and
amount seems to vary with the political com-
plexion and necessities of the men who look
atit. An elector of a Grit complexion can
see $5,000,000 with the naked eye. A pro-
nounced Tory can hardly see anything in the
Provincial treasury with the aid of a powerful
magpifying glass. Perhaps, like Lord Nelson,
he puts the glass to his blind eye. An elec-
tor who does not want to spend any niore
Provincial money — if there is any such
elector in the Province—sees very little in Sir
Oliver's strong box ; a deputation of any poli-
tical stripe in search of an appropriation sees
millions, But, men of Ontario, whether you
have a surplus or not you have no Provincial
debt and that is a great thing. Yours is one
of the few communities in the world that pays
its way, You erect splendid asylums and
magnificent Parliament buildings, you open
up colonization roads in the new parts of your
Province, give liberal graats to your schools,
agricultural societies and charitable institu-
tions. and expend money in various other use-
ful directions and yet you keep your Province
out of debt. That is well. Very few people
can do that. You carried off more honors at
the World’s Fair than any community of four
times your population. You have good schools
and colleges. You give your boys and girls
a good chance. Carlyle said that there were
four millions of people in London mostly fools.
There are about two millions of people in On-
tario mostly sensible. Sometimes the fools
that bave a dash of knavery in their make up
lead some of the sensible citizens astray, but
for the most part Ontario people can take care
of themselves pretty well,

Your Legislature will meet in a few days
and there will be any amount of talk about
economy That kind of talk is popular just
now and will continue popular as long as
wheat is sixty cents a bushel. While your
legislators are discussing the number of cents
per day that should be expended in keeping
each patient in the lunatic asylums, the bill
for legislation will be runaing up at a rapid
pace. I do not happen to know how
much per day it costs to “run” the Local
Legislature, but the expense of one day’s use-
less talking would probably board several
patients for a twelve month. But economy is
a good thing. That is to say, it is a good
thing for other people.  Your legislators will
probably show how highly they value economy
in public .affairs by cutting down the little
salaries of a few clerks, by dismissiog an 6cca-
sional minor official, by sharply criticizing the
allowance to each patient in the asylums and
last, but by no means least, by spending
thousands in worse than useless debates that
are intended for no higher purpose than to
make party capital for the coming general
election.

1 hear, men of Ontario,that someofyou have
hit upon a new and original plau for saving
money in public affairs. If I understand your
proposal, it is to praclice economy by having
more elections., You propose to elect the
registrars and sheriffs and county attorneys
and mastérs in chancery and other county
officials by popular vote. A few people 1n this
country have been of theopinion that elections
are a rather expensive part of our system of
self-government. They derange business, stop
the wheels of commerce for a time, to a great-
er or less extent, take men away from their
worl: and cost money in many direct and in-
direct ways. Perhaps an increased oumber of
them might save money. Somebody told an
Irishman that a coal stove saved half the ex-
penee forfuel. “Why not buy two stoves?” said
Pat, “and save the whole ofit.” Why not
elect officials of all kinds by popular vote, and
save still more money? Why not extend the
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punciple to townships, and clect the etk and
the treasurer and the pound- keepers and the
path masters and the fence viewers, by popa-

larvote? Why not extend it to school sec-
uons and have the rae payers elect the teach-
er by popular vote? Why not have a popular
election in the family and allow the childven
to take a popular vote on their father? If
more popular elections can do this Province
any good, we can have any amount of them.
Somcbody with a turn for statistics, figured
out the other day, that every teath man in
Canada is-an official or law maker of some
sort. If the nine citizens who are out of office
would only leave their work and spead more
time and money in electing the tenth, business
might improve and money become more plen-
tiful. A few people in Ontario may not be
able to see how more elections would make
more money for anybody, except the high-
minded and upright electors who sell their
votes regularly, but these people maust just be
educated so that they can see.

Men of*Ontario, you have large county
councils in several counties! Some of them
take almost as much time to do a little busi-
ness as an average church court takes, Judg-
ing from the joy with which the adventofa
second or third deputy reeve is received, 1
should say the people believein alarge county
council. That is all right. Let them have a
hundred county councillors in each county if
they waut them and are willing to pay the bill,
but they should-not cry out about the expense
of government and at the same time joyfully
ran up the bill.

Looking over the whole Dominion the con-
clusion of the matter seemstobe this: Econ-
omy in public affairs is a good thing for the
other fsllow to practise, especially if heisa
weak fellow and has few friends.
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THE EMPLOVMENT OF ELDERLY
MINISTERS. .
BY PROFRSSOR BAIRD.

It canoot be denied that an investigation
into the reasons why so many worthy minis-
ters are cast off, and virtually demed employ-
ment as pastors, while suil far from being
decrepit, is a living issue and any plausible
solution of the difficulty should command
careful and general attention. Aund yet 1t
would be rash to admit that the grievance is
as general as some people would have us be-
heve. Happily there are within the borders
of our own church numbers of elderly minis-
ters who are by no means as strong physic-
ally, or as active intellectually as they once
were, and who are nevertheless so intrenched
In the affections of their congregations that
aoy suggestion of an approaching severance
of the pastoral tie would be instantly and
strongly deprecated as a thing unnecessary,
ill-advised and uafortunate for the people—
and that not on the ground of remembrance
of past services, but on accouat of apprecia-
tion of present worth. Thereis no profession
where faithful and unselfish service 1s as sure
as it is in the ministry to meet with its full
meed of recognition. The family doctor,
or the family lawyer may torm very real
friendship with those on whose bchalf they
labor, but the feeling is far from being as
general, and is not often as deep as that which
binds together pastor and people.

And yet no observant eye can be blind
to the facts that, in some cases, young minis-
ters are, on account of their youth, preferred
to those who, although they have borne the
burden and heat of the day, are still willing,
with the Master’s help, to enduce it for a few
years longer. Where this is the case, the
reason must be cither in the pastor orio
the people. 1 do not think it is usually in the
people. We do not hear of these people
casting off statesmen or doctors because of
advauncing years, if these show no sign of
being unequal to the duties expected of them.
Aund there is nothing in the work of the
ministry which makes youth an especially de-
dirable thing in the one who fulfils its func-
tions ; rather on the contrary, there is no line
of life where that depth of insight and deep-
ening of spiritual experience, which commonly
belong only to old pecple, are more desirable
or more charmiog. There may be gome

cases, it is true, where the young people
forming a considerable proportion of the con.
gregation, and compactly banded together in
a Christian Eadeavor Society or some simi-
lar gatherings, vote in unison in tirtus of
such organization, and when the choice of a
pastor is under consideration they thought.
lessly, and without malice prepense, but in.
spired simply by the sympathy of youth, pre.
fer a young to an old man. Itis moreover
characteristic of our age which Henry Ward
Beecher_has called ‘“the age of obedient
parents,” that fathers and mothers often, in
cases where their children are interested,
suppress their own judgment and follow the
wishes of their children—and so it sometimes
happeas not so much in the case of retaining
ciderly pasters as whea the chcice of a new
pactor is to be decided upon, that a young
man is preferred because the most enthusias-
tic and best organized part of the congrega-
tion is young.

But without minimizing whatever degree of
weight there may be in these considerations,
the main cause of the prevailing unvest lies,
I suspect, with the ministers. There are
pastors, neither few nor obscure and of high
character, but who with advancing years have
allowed themselves to settle into a riut, whose
sermons hetray but few traces of either the
critical or the devotional study of the Word
of God, whose quotations of scripture follow
a limited and often trodden circle, whose con-
versation even shows no freshness of think-
ing or of expression, and whose whole minis-
trations in the pulpit and in the pastorate,
scarcely touch the life-battles and the heart-
aches about them. Such a man discharges
his public duties with a regularity and a
gravity which leave nothing to be desired,
his private life is above reproach, and yet
the people become weary of him and hait the
prospect of a change to a young, an untried,
and personally an immature man, because
obvious as his failings are, there isa pre-
sumption that he will give his whole self to
his work. A recent writer in the 2Bssfisk
Weekly calls attention to the comparatively
early age at which ministers on the average
cease to buy new books. Whatever the case
may be on the other side of the Atlantic, who
among us has not noted ministerial libraries,
in this age of cheap books, with scarcely a
volume published within the last ten or fif-
teen years? Let it be granted that a few of
«be old masterpieces in theology and litera-
ture, well digested, will work wonders for a
man's thinking, the fact remains that the
most of us dare not neglect any of the avenues
by which inspiration and suggestion may
come, We must at any cost keep in touch
with the life and the needs of our people,
both young and old, and if we do, there will
be much less heard about ministers being
cast off when they are scarcely past their
prime.

In the letter, Mr. Editor, in which you ask
me to write on this subject, you ask for sug-
gestions as to the remedies which will lessen
or do away with this evil. 1{ my diagaosis
is correct, these remedies are evidently not

10 be of a legislative character. Church’

courts, directly at least, cannot help us here,
In the case of the congregation where the
young people, by virtue of numbers and or-
ganization carry everything before them, much
may be done by the tact and well-planned
advice of some of the older members who
possess the sympathy of the younger people.
For the rest, these considerations but empha-
size the often preached doctrine that we must
acver cease to be students. This paralysis,
be it remembered, does not strike old men
exclusively, although the subject under dis-
cussion has caused the emphasis to be laid
upon their danger ; yfung men scarce five
years out of college have been stricken and
have had unmistakable hints from their con-
gregation that they had passed ‘“the dead
line? That line is a movable one angd it
may be kept indefinitely off by drinking at
the fountzin of immortal youth, which is with-
in the reach of any Christian. [ caonot
agree at all, however, with the opinion often

-offered by writers upon this subject: “Leta

man but preach the gospel simply-and faith-
fully and the people will rally round him."

Do we not know instances where this hes
nct been the case? Somethiog moré is
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needed than simplicity and faithfulness,
Thers must ds the sympathetic, personal
element which makes the truth always fresh,
* Goodness which makes itself disagresable,
that is, in this case, dull and dnattractive by
a monotonous stereotyped eapression, “is
high treason against virtue.”
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THE COMING RELIGION*

BT CHARLES DURAND,

1 read in my younger days, a great
many -books on sceptical subjects, and early
came to the conclusion that there was very
little instruction, and far less real consolation
and comfort in them. 1 used uiso, many
years ago, occasionally to read some
novels, with about the same result, for as to
the last, I always thought the world was full
cnough of romance in real life, tragic aad
farcical, without the inventions of men and
women,

The first, I looked upon as Ieading to death
—giving the various conjectures of men gbout
a God and eternal life—after reading which
the soul was left in comparative misery—cer-
tainly in great mental darkness, and involun-
tarily ended with the expression we sce'in the
Bible, no man can find out God by reasonivg.
The second, I verily believe (always, excepting
an occasional good book of the imagination),
has led to a vast amount of evil among men
and women for the past two ceaturies in civi.
lized countries. We must have a religion, a
belief in a Spiritual Ruler of the universe, A
man-made religion islike man himself—neces.
sarily evil.

What comes from God is not so, and is
intended not for this earth oaly, but for the
whole universe.

Mr. VanNess mentions three kinds of re.
ligion or religious thoughts: 1st—The relig-
ion of science—human learning—the pride of
intellect. 2nd—The religion of love or that of
»]esus. The good Nazarite of Judea only a
man, you will recollect in bis belief. 3rd—The
religion of socialism, the humanitarian, or.the
esseutial goodness of human nature, The pos-
their own efforts, apart from God’s spmtual
interposition. Now, the first was tried: in
Greece, then in Rome, and in modern times,
in France, and partially in other countrics.
It ended in utter corruption, arrogance
and spiritual ignorance. Being~ wise in
their own eyes, they became fools, divided in-
to all kinds of beliefs, epicurean, stoical,
lascivious and lustful,

The secoud is on trial in various shapes
and phases of raligion, but when proper]y un-
dersteod and guided by the Holy Ghost, leads
to eternal life. By it Jesus has risen from the
dead.

The third is on trial in most civilized
countries, especially the United States, and
prominently in dear old England uader Glad-
stone. It is needless to say what are its
fruits. In America it leads to contusmn. an-
archy and abominable vice. Jack is as good
as his master. Jack of to-day is master, to-
morrow, some other Jack will pull him
down. Landlords (even the kindest) are de-
tested by this third religious class. Com-
munism, universal destruction of. property,
levelling the learned with the ignorant, free
love, detestation of sacred marriage, =asy di-
vorce, disobedient children, suicides, murder
and robbery follow initswake. Godisnotin it.
His name is hated because He is looked upon
as a master. What is its-end? Tyranny of
the many or of the one. The Frerch revo-
lution of 1793 is 8 picture of it. "What it will
now turn into is to ba seen from the past;

These are the religions of Mr.. VanNess
and his Unitarianism, These are the relig-

iows that are on trial, and' he prefers the first -
and third, and’ would have: these two com- -
mingle, but keep an_interposing, God .out of
them, and only use Him. as a.myth.in.the
second, an imagination, not a reality. ‘The
world has tried the first’ apd secohd ad
mauseam. Rome was a great sink -of vice,
murder; ambition and -ruin,.deservedly esten
of its own.vices, firally overrun: by Northera:
barbarians.

* Reccmlgol read & hook taken-from ourToroato Pobhc
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