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IP.4ATING 4LONS.

Woiting ailne in the night,
Never a star ta 'hine;

Neyer a heaîttîh:o)b in the <ght
Close te Ibis heart nf mine,

Wal ng in weary pain,
Aimnait teaweai< tanian,

No loving hand ta sbire the strain,
Waiting, atone, alone t

WVaiinç, unaLbie ta slcep
Th- t he long Jragging hauts,

Thinising of graves, where are huiad deep
Ait et lie's sweetest flowers.

Scannn thîe rowning sky,
(ýtn1î or smefant ciii;

Saeing Indbea o le ightî, no cly,

WViting on God in the nîght,
Seeking liiiwil ndi oce

Wattcin bv faih. and nnt by ll
tsînîving ta et iIs voire.

Crying ta IIM te Save,
NVhîie tha storms ne'er abate;

Sunkîog benratb the cruel wive
bltiil for my Lord 1 wait

Waiting atone in the nîght,
Facing the douht sand <ar;

Thicicer the gloamn as the mnrnhng ligbt
Steadity draweth flair.

Waitîng in desperate failli,
Whcther the beoans fail ,

Iloping In im-come lite or deah-
Jefus. iy ail in ail.

Surcly the God of ligbî
Succour %ili tend ta me;

Standing alone in the frowning oîght,
Promise of hcip 1 sec.

Strong in Uts mtjchty power
Faiîh cao assurance trace;

Trusting that God in the crucial hout
Storellytwill cive nme grace._Ca B eo .,r
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No. XVIt.-PREACiIIN(;rTHAl CONIFORTq.
Tht mission of the preacher, as tue have seen, is mani-

fold. It as ta satîsfy tht hunger et tht nature in ils varic'.s
manifestations. It is ta awaken, alarm, convict cf si,, dis-
caver Christ, lead ta close communion witb Christ, huild up tht
sout in tht knowledge o! Him, and bring it into the hoiiest cf
ail ta enjoy communion witb Him. ht is not ta be one-
sided. It is ta have breadth enough ta Iuroîsh sorte food
for ail classes, saints and sinners alikt~ And then again it is
ta recognize tht varions stages of growth which the saints
have attained and the diverse conditions in which they nýiay
ha doing battit, and strivang bard te serve the Lord ; as well
as the numereus obstacles and hindrances that stand in tht
way cf godless and wicked men becoming Christian. There
is aten mncrh ta bc dont e'er tht Gospel can bc preached-al
that cames under a proper conception af "repent," whi ch
is likre digging the trench ta tht ive rock on which ta lay
thc feundation. And there is aiso otten niuch ta bc donc
aller the Gospel bas been accepted and Christ embraced, ta
keep tht soul grounded and settled, that ithacflot meved
away frumn the hope of tht Gospel. There must be for it a
ministry that will enable it ta grow in grace and in tht know-
ledge of the Lard lesus. And when we rervember ail the
bitter experiencas that cerne ta professtd followers af the
Lrd-the weariness that cames ai labour, the heartacbe
berne et hope unreaiized, the davk cleuds o! doubt dr.ven in
upan the seul from fleshly reasonings, tht defeat that seems
meanwhile te quench ail tht lights that shine in thc heant bc-
cause faith bas faied, and, above ail, the incîpient despair
that creeps over t e spiritual nature because of the uncer-
taintits thal i.pring from the dark disappontments and dis-
couragements il bas founi Wc are net surpnised that Ho
who knows aur frame and remnembers that we art dust,
sptaks thus ta His ministers, saying . IlComfort Ve, comfort
ye My people." This without daubt is aiwavs needed, and
urgently needcd. Dr. Auistin Phelps bas a veny suggestive
statement in regard te this matter. Spaaking o! the failure
of the pulpit in reference ta rebuke, be says: IlOlten the
failure is more rrankad in respect ta its mission of comfort.
If there is anc îhineg morc obviaus than another in the general
strain o! apostolic preaching, it is the preponderance of words

ocf encouragement aven those ef repreof and cammination. In
no othen îhing dîd inspired preachers disciosa thein inspired
knowlcdge o! human conditions mare clearly. Tht world
te-day needs the saine adaptation ai the pulpît taelis wants.
We preacb toaa struggling and suffeing humanity. Tempt.
ed mcn and sorrawing women ara aur hearers. Neyer is a
sermon preached but ta some ilearers who are canrying a
load o! secret grief. Te sucb we need ta speak as ta 1'one
whom bis mathar camtorteth.' What delicacy ai touch, what
refinemont o! speech, what tenderntss cf lanae, wbat reverent
npproacb as ta haly grcund do we net need ta discharge this
part cf a preacher's mission i And theretore wbat rouoded
knawledge cf human conditions." And then l'e goes in ta
say with 100 much truth alas 1Il Is it a cynical judgmon: of
the pulpit ta affirm that in aur limes il bas reversed tht apos-
tolic proportions of praacbing in Ibis respect? It is vastly
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casier ta denounce rampant sin than ta cheer stnuggiing vir-
tue. Prcaching te the ungodly is mare facile than preach-
ing ta the Church. And in preaching ta the Church it is Iess
difficult ta raprave than ta commend, ta admonish than ta
chean, ta threaton than ta help. Hience bas arisan, if 1 do
flot misjudge, a dispraportianalo amount of sovere discourse,
which na biblicai modal warrants, and which the tacts af
human lite seidoma demand (rom a Christian pulit."

This statetuent cannet ha too deeply pondcrcd. It points
cul a soniaus and a glaring dcfect. Whcnce does if comai
Hava the conditions cf the minister's heart anylhing ta do
with tbis, as weii as bis sense of the nced ai wanwing
tbat obtains " Is lie interpretiog tht condition of the peope by
bis cwn? Dots licsec thanin the mmraor of his own mind
and spirit P lh his cangragattan only ragarded as a multi-
plication of hituseif ? Vcry cîten no doubt this is the case.
The spiritual condition of the preacher iwill give the koynoto
inMi bspreaching. Ih will Jotermino largely what ho shalitun-
culcate and deciarc. His pulpit work wili but reflect the
work of the Spirit in the inner sanctuary cf bis nature. And
ihereinre, is Dr Phelps cbarr.es bnlme, this casier work is
chosen because progressive deve;opment bas mat bean made
ta the higher expeicnces whiclî bring the harder work of the
minisiry H4nw mnurh s said cf comfort ini bath the Old
and NeJw Testaments? These passages should bc stuised
until thair spirit takes possession of the nature and broadens
tht sympathies a! the prearber and endues himi with the power
te enter ;nto the cibud that darkens many a condition and
makas it bard ta beat. They shall hel ibm ta îhink of the
deep meaning o! Ilfiglit the good fight cf faith." The c,.n.
flict with cvii, thc anxiety, the watr!'ing, the weariness, tha
deteats, the triais, the failuras, the doubtiè and feans and ten
thousand spiritual fees that assail the innar man ai tht heant.
They shalil lad him inoa ich and fruitfüi regians of medita.
tien anci discaursc. They shahl keep bîm from this wee:
Il We tot tht shepherds e! Israel that do ieed themsalves I
Shouid net the shepherds fced the flocks? Yae at tht fat,
and ye clathe yau with the woal, ya kilt them that are fé.d .
but va <ced m0t thc hlock. The diseased bave re flot
strcngthcned, neither have ya healod that which was sick,
neither hava ye bound up that which was brakon, neither
have ye brcught again that whch was driven away. nether
have ye sougbt that whîch was lest i but wth force and cru-
elty have ye ruied them." Ezek. xxxiv. 2 4. Sec Chist's
work, lsaiah lxi 1-3. and think af thîs -tht minister's woik
is tht samie, essenîiaily. How many broken hearts need ta
be bound up'1 Hoîv many waodering sheep that have lost
tbein way are ta ha recovered? How many poar un spirit cry
cul for encouragement and comfort? How many lest ones
need ta hc soughl ater and found ? How many diseased
ougbt ta bc healed with the baim af'Gilead ?

What a iork lies ta tht hand af tht !aithful pasen i1 Pay-
son once wrote ta bis mother " lSatan rages most vioîentiy
against Chris's sheep, and 1 am canstantly tmp' yed in try-
ing ta counsel and çamiort îhcm under theîr manifold temp-
tations." Duncan Matheson was want ta visît the oîd Chris-
tiafis who had been tht disciples of Mr. Cawie, for tram
them hae got bath instruction and comfort. Once as be was
calling on Isabel Christie, then upwards o! ninety years ai
age, she welcomad hlm with -"lComt awa, my son David."
"Perhaps," was bis teply, *1 the bands arc tht bands ai

Esau, but the vaice is Jacub's. How do you knaw that I am
net a hypocriteil" This is jusî such a question as both ton-
ments and enfeebies many. Haw did she answer il ? Thus :
1'Ah, d'ye think I dinna ken tht breath o' a true Christian ?
We achîta i ay down aur lives for the brithnen ; an hea could
we det fan them if we didna Icen themn? '

Luther was once asked . «Which ès tht greater, ta con-
travert adversaries or ta exhant and huid up the weak ? Ha
answened and said -" Boîh are goed and needial, aiîhough ta
comtort the faint heartrd ès omnehang greatr ; yet tht weak
îhemselves are edifled and improved by bearing tht faîîh
cantended for. Each is God's git." 0Of William Hcwitson
this is said . " His mînistny bad been aminentiy an earnest anc.
lie baE se preached that, wbether men bclieved an no, they
fait that the prearher spoki- berause lie beliaved. It was not
the earnestrîoss of the uesh-not vehemence, flot noise, mot
physicai fervous-but the deep, calm, solemu, gentie earnest.
ness ef the Spirit. There was ne scaîdîng, no impatience, no
angny upbraiding, but the tenderest piy ; he warned and ha-
sought with teans. This was bis unanswerable argument."
And il ought to'be evtry mioisten's.

NIEVER GIVE UP.

Neyer sit down and confess younseif beater. If there are
any difficuities in the way, struggle with them like a mani.
Use ail your resources, put forth all yaur strengîh, and
ilneyer say dia." Tht case may seem bopelc.ss, but there is
gcneraiiy a way out somewhere. Are you bound and tcttered
by hurtfui habits ? Do flot despair. Yau can't do much ta
help ycurself, it is truc, but thare is Ont who neyer faits ta
strengthen the yaung man when he makes an honest attompt
ta evercame temptatuon and master every evil passion. IlHa
brought me Up also aut,pif nhorrible pit, out cf tht miry
clay, and set my (cet upon a rock, and established my ga-
ings. " That is tht expenionze o! îhousands o!f fllows wba
have feit their ceat slipping, wha bave begun ta sink in tht
quicksands o! sin, and have reachcd out a band ta acccpt the
Javing heip ai the strang and gentie Christ. While lie ]ives
and loves, no mnan ncod avar give up.
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THE ELDERSHIP.

I3rethrcn of the cldesship, a word with you. When yon
entered upon your office you assumed the following vow >, )
ycu promise, thrcuRh gince, ta perfarm ail the duties incum.
bent an you with zcal and fideiity, foliowing allter righteous.
noss, faith, charity ? Ansmer, 1 do." Bretbrent are vo
keeping that vaw? Are you endeavauring to perform ail the
duties of your high office with ieal and fidelity Z

There are sorti eiders wha scem ta think their duty is
simply to act as brakemen. Now, a brakernan is an import.
ant officer, if ho is careful t0 draw thc brakes ouiy when the
train is starting on a dcwn.grade i but if ha is sa thougbtten
as mot ta consider whether it is up.gradc or down, and pet
sists in drawing the brakes ail the unir, ho is a vcry pocr
officer. The train would bc botter wthout him, notionth.
standing same down-grades, for then it wouid mave, though
it dd maya sametimes ton fast.

There is a familiar sîory of an eider wha was ambîttous
ta bc put ino the office, and, wtion asked cancetntng hl%
qualifications for it, gave an answer that had the ment of
being candid, at least, and ane that expresses wbat scems ta
bc the gaverning principle cf nîaay wha hold that position,
He was asked if ha could bc a leader in Sabbaîn schooi wotk .
ho thaugbt not , %ben, i ho could take a piranlinent part in
the prayer-meetings; for tbis ha thought bc wns flot ftied:
then, could ha bc useft'i in "isiting tram bouse ta bouse ana
camforting and instructîng the Lord's people . ha thougbt be
could not do that. IlWhat cauld you da thon ? " he wa.s
asked, "lthat wouid rnake you an efficient eider Z His
reply was . Il hink if 1 werc in the Session and anytbînz
new was proposed, 1 could offer a strong objection."

That is preciseiy what very many eiders do, and about ail
that thcy do. 1 once heard a pastar say ; IlWben 1 amn
planning aggressive work for my congregation and trvîng in
lift ail the unterests ot the Church to a bigher plant., the iluts.
tion on my mind is mot, How much wiii my eiders belp me
in this? but, How mucb difficulty w.;!l I have n overcoming
their opposition ta st? This ms net truc cf ail or eiders. for
there are these who arc powvers for goad in their congre.gations,
but it is truc of very niany.

My brother, now readmng thir, how is it wtth vouZ il I you
were ta dia to-day, would thechcurch oivertvwhich yon have
been ordained an eider be better or werse ofi than it is?
%Wculd there ho many famiies wtio would say, Il'Ne .vi[mit m,
Mi at aur fireside, when sîcknesa and sorroîv comae again )>'
Wculd there ha ycung men wba wouid say, I wii miss the
good man who gave me counsal and encouragemen. when t
was disposed tago astray?" Would the prayer.mteting miss
the voice of ane wha always led them in plain, earnest rirayer
for things tbey needed in every*'ay litei Wouid the ';ab
bath school miss you as ant who had led them as a good
under-shepherd inta the feid cf Godi Or, wouid tht pastor.
in bis secret chambar, draw a long sigh cf relief at the ttinught
ai one who baa always stood in the way cf bis cherished
plans being now out of the wayi And would tht people.
who have it tu thear hearts ta ad-tance the cause of the Nias.
ter in your cengregation, say IlNow lhe is gane, we can go
forwardi"I Do flot think that 1 ara drawing a fancy pýictuit ; 1
arn describing just what many a paster feels, anîd what the
working clament tn the churcb feels concerning many eiderç
Do yeu want ta live se that the church, aver which you have
blten soicmnly ordained a ruling eIder, wii be gîad at heart,
thriagb of course tbey do net say it, wben you dia or more
awayi

It is lime for the ldership to wake up and realize more
the nature o! their crdinaticn vows. Their office is parattet
ta that af the minister except in teachîng, and their respnasl
bîlities are equai te his in the oversiglit af thet hock of God
The blonofetsauts wili test on them il they are flot taitiftl-
Z ',zted Preib> terian.

THE CHRISTIAN'S DUTY.

"The duty of Christians is ta bc like-minded witb Christ.
Does Christ long for the conversion ei souil You who are
truc Christians wiiI do the saine. Dots Christ show His die~p
feeling on tbîs subject by the active efforts ha makes? Yau
who ara Chistians wili in this bc foilowers of Christ. Y7ou
will flot only earnestly pray, 'Thy kingdem came,' but you
likewise wil do ail yeu cao ta set up His kingdom ain the
carth. You wîil stive that your cbildro"n, your servants, your
dependents, your neighbours, and your fellow-parishioners
may be brougbt with repantaïice and faiîh ta thc foot of the
Redaamer's cross. Yeu will also ba anxiaus that the
Redeemer's last commnand that Hts Gospel should be
preached ta evcry nation may be fully obeyed. You wiii,
theretore, by vour prayers and your contributions, help those
davoted servants of Christ who, at home and in foreign lands,
are enduring the heat and burden of the ministerial day in
proclaîi.ng repentance towards God and faith tewards the
Lord Tesus Chirist."ý-Clay*'on.

IF VOUR HO0USE IS ON PIRE
You put sratcr an the burning timbers, met on tht smoke. And
il you hart ýatarrii you shouid attack the disease in tht blood,
not in your nase. Remove the impure cause, and thc local
affect subsides. To do this, take HIoods Sarsaparilla, it~e
great biood purifier. which radical.y and permnanently ç-ures
catarrh. It also slrengthens the nerves. Bt sure ta get ooîy
Hood's Sarsapaxilla.

Minard's LUniment cures Burns, etc.


