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THE, CANAD3A -PRESBYTERIAN." -

IIOAIE d4111s$IOds.
At tite tnnitersiry niissianay icctings lac-hi in

Mantrea!, n..t.,Cý 11 &a ~Ur làit issue. Tîaesday evening
n'as (devtue,i tu 1 liane NIs aonsý Tite Roi Dr Jen-
kins, Moutorator of tue Genoerai Asseinbty, ivas in tîte
chair, aind intraduced the Rcv. R. N Grant, wviao
spoke ,as iuiiuavs.

Mr. Ciaarnîaai and Charistian lricnds, the resolution
%wlaictt 1 ]lave been reqîaested ta ative rends tisas
"'Ttat tîtas net.ng recognizos tite importance ai tue
liante Mission nuik 0 f uur CiauiLa, wlaethîor rcgarded
frot a paatraatac, clcnoiiîuaîatianai or Chîristiaan stand-
point." Y'au observe, sir, abtat tite first tltang raffiranocd
in tiais resottatian is tatat tîte "littng recagnases tho
imnportante of out Ilotise Missaon wvork." That, sir, is
a riglat good ting for the mteeting ta de, and in thie
hope af naaking tite recognition mare vivid, more in-
tense, allure pt. Ca-fui .uid are libcrai, 1 propose ta
gave a braef description ai aur Honte Massiun work.
Googra piicaliy aur Home Missiona %ork is divided
inta two disràts the rastern and the Western -the
Eastern being coaatposed ai tho Maritime Provinces,
.and tic Western ai the Provinces ai Ontario and
Qtacbec. About tîte Eastern district 1 htave now
nothing ta say>. Tite work in time Western is divided
into twvo departinents-titc assisting ai sartie cighty
iveak congregations, chticfiy in the older parts ai the
country, and tite suppyimg ai 355 mnission stations
lviah gospel ordinances, anainiy in the more newly
settled parts. For the sake ai order 1 wii speak fia-st
ai iyhat arc genca-ally caied

OUR iWEAK CONGREGATIaNS.
ht is nat anean:, Mr. Chaaa-man, that thesc congrega-
tions are weak, in faith or tlaat ahoir tiaeology is ai the
iveak dilutcd kînd-and 1 suppose îny frncnd Principal
MaclVicar wouid say that a weak, faith and a iveak
tlaeology aiways go together-it is only nacnt that
they are wcak, in numbers, and as a naturaI canise-
quence weak fananciatly. In naast cases thecir weak-
ness as ticir mrisiortune tatller than their fauir. It
flot unfrequcntly happenas that a ieév ai aur peaple
sottle dlown in a locaia:y in whici ather dersninatioris
are strang, and il ours arc ta have the gospel preached
and ardanances daspenscad by aur awn munistcrs, they
must gct help froan locataties in wich tîte Presbytcr-
ian ecement is stranger. In rural districts aur con-
gregations are sometimes made îveak by aur people
selling thoar lands and anovang aîvay ta ather parts ai
the countr-y. V'ilages tao saetamses decrease in
population, and cvca-y cangregataon an thoni decreases
in proportion. Yaou can'r kcp people in tho Churcla
if they don't remaan in tite Iocaiay. The mast cla-
quent pareacher an MNonta-cal, nor cvcn the gentleman
wvho adoras tho Modcratar's chair in the Assembiy,
cars kcep a iamaly an has claurch if the farnily moves ta
Toronto or Landon. Long i-acanciessoaaetames make
congrcgatiaras catk. 77ae people arcesometames so fin-
icalian theAr trtstes - so very partacular about the manner
in iwhmch they %vash ta have tOar spiritual food sered
aipl, thar itcy almost die froan prolongcdl exhaustion in
hca-ring candidates. Front these and ailler causes
congrcgataons oftcn bec.omc weak. In fact sonietines
they dwindie and you can't very n'el tell why. An
cloquent and genial gentleman that yau Mà\ontreal
people once sent ta Parbarnent., used ta illustrate in a
vcry happy way the manner in whaîhI a certain gov-
ca-ament went aut ai power sanie fourtce'a or ficen
ycars aga. The govern-ment in question land not beon
dcfeatcd at tia pullis ut beatcn by an adverse vote in
the house, but n'ont out ai cxistcnce an ans easy quiet
sort af way. Thos. Darcy McGe saisi aus dcath re-
mitaded him ofia citizen ai Boston iwho %vent ta the
mnarket ane day ta get sorte moat for the fainaly dia-
nra. Takaing up a paccc, thas catioquy taok place be-
tween the buycr and seller - lWhen was tlaat kiil d""
"It nover n'aslilled." «'Whcn dadat dae?" "It nover
daod.P "Wel, thon, bour on unris dadat came bore?"
41",, said tho man ai muat, "Ifjzjsfj a kzizder gui ouf."
Non' thore rare saine congregations about îvhich yau
rnaght say the saine thang. Tho> nover dicd a Pros.
bytorfan cangregatian hard>- ct-cr die.s --nobodv evrca
kiild thoni, but ta use the Boston man's plarase iîey

4«uta kander gin out.* Now, Mr. Ciairman, the
questaon cantînually anses what shahl wcdo n'ath
these contgregatiauas. In many af hahem tlicre are as
bcal, loyal, libcral, warm-heartcd P.-csbyrciians as cai
bc faund an any of aur oargrogatans-mcn who be.
liovc aur dactrnecs, love oua- polaty, and are proud of
aur history as a Church. Shall wc say ici these
People: "We know3you arc good Prosbyterians and

dcvately attaced ta Prcsbytcrtan prancaplois, but
îlacn yau a-e few and %venka. If you wvere riela and
sta-ong %vti 'utd liolp yota, but you know you arc weak
anmi pont nal you can go cisoeire for tue gospel.
Wc doai't preacli tite gospel ta tue pana- an oua- Claurcît.'
1 say tic may say tîtat, Ma-. Chmlarat, but tic cantl
say at and lave, Tite Ciaurci abat can treat sas peole
an titat aianner iiuast die, aaîd desert'cs ta dae. Many
oatir îveak caaîgregaaaoaîs bciang ta a class wicli
deservos slîecai notice. 1 anoan caaigregataans an a
taniion stab betn'een amission stations aaad seif-
sustaanang cangrcgatoais. A mission station flour-
isios anîd tito people go ta tho Prcsbytery ai tite

bounds al say, «IWc waata aimanter of ouaowat, but

a hltle for anc ycaa- or twa years, and aaaeantun ie 
vaill do aur bcst, and at atoe end af tîtat taille 'vo watt bc

Iable ta stand alone.' Non', Ma-r. Liaarnan, 1 say tue
1 Claurcla <-an do no botter work tlîaa licîji sucta people.jSoaa of ai ur hcst congregations have boon ioa-iaîcd

Just an tit wvay, and if you rako awvay trulai tiae Ciaurcla
il the congregataans tîmat wec once miisain stationîs

Iyou woaî't Icave anucît blaînt. WVo can't afford taJgive upthîs kîaîd oi îvork. Coaîing ta vhtat iîîay bc

HIONM MISSION4 WORK PROPR,

n'a find according ta tîte last statistical returns that
we haave 142 mission fields aiîd 3 5 preacing stataans,
at îîiaich stations ice have about 5,000 famulies, 5.,000
conmnunicants, and a 5,oo00 îho attend service. l)oos
any anc ask wherc titoso pa-caching stations arc? 1
answaa- sontit are in Biritish Columbia, sixty-iour arc
in 'Manitoba, and iorty in tic Muskaka district. Wc
have stations ar P>rince Aa-ahur's Landing, Salvor Islet,
Saisit St. Marie, Plar-y Sound, and «ah aiong tîte
northern part ai the sctteaeaats in Ontario until -oua
coat tai the Otrawva River, as iveht as a consaderable
numbor of bath supplomentcdcangrcgationsaind mis-
sion stations in y'our otin Province ai Queboc. And
non', Ma-. Cltaarmaît, hîaving toid you n'lea-c iltese
mission fields chiiefly are, Iot me desca-ibe an ;t gcnoral
îvay

TIIE GOOD P'EOPLE WIIO WVORSHIP

in these stations. Many ai theni are yaung people
%vis have becti brought up in aur cliaurches in the
alidier parts ai the country, and have gone back ta
mako a homo for theniselves as tior fatiicrs dad bc-
fore thonia. Sanie ai them arc the sons and daugliters
ai aur ministors, aima eiders, and ai leading mon in aur
Chut ch. Those young people hiîa too misacht ambition
ta pass aIl their iivcs at the fanîily crib-they land tao
much seii-rospcct ta ie on their rida maidon aunais or
bachebor uncles-they had tao much dignity ta iaang
on the skirts ai tht' aember for the Riding n'aiting for
a small office n'ith a smali salary, and if passable a
sinailor arnaunt of work. Fired wiah a lauclable amn
ambition thoy strucl, out for theanselves, and ai a
the duty ai tht' Cliurcb ta %end the' guspc-l afier
thean %îterover they go. Therc is anntlie rla«,
found an sane ai thesr- Mission Stations that
have ver> speriat dlainîs on aur Churcli. 1 mean
those ai oua- people who bai-c gait wn-rsacd ina the baaite-
ai lie tîose 'nard ',cars, and who have goane back ta
tht' nonor parts ai country ta ropair, if passable, tlioar
brokens fortunes Manv ofi tait wea-e ùnu-c wcaiahv.
aaîd pcrhaps occupied bigla places in aur Cburch, but
by ire or ilood or fraud, or saine otber way, zlacy lost
thcir ahi and hall ta siart lite again. Money wcnt,
rapert) necxl, h omc-nera, c-v-rything w-ent but hncr.

aîid the> ncrc furced tu commerce the' baffie ai lit'
anen'. Irias nocasy niattor, Mr. Chairman, fora man
ta walk penniless oua ai the homoe îvbich lie carned by
bis à'ndustry, and in wii hbis childrcn wec bna-f, but
1 can casaly iimagàne that it tries a gaod man quito as
natch tolecavo the church in wlach thîoy %%ere baptzcd,
and in îvhich sanie ai thei nay have bcen boa-n again
-an mlaadt lie and lits afin celebrtod tîme M.\astor's
dea.th and dying have- -and aiong-sade oi which saine
ai thoimuly slepuniiJesus cs. ifaur Cburcb,
Mr..,Chairm.tn, is truc ta iiself if it is wvortity ai the
bonoua-od nanas ailaich i beatrs -if it is wvorthy of tic
honoured mon wiho bled for ar in theolad land a
plantedl it in the' non' -h iii falloir those people 'with
the gospel whierevcr ilheir lot may bo <-ast.

Thore is another class yeî, sir, wmach I must mnen-
tion. 1 rncan the crmigrants that arc talring uip aur
lands and maling homos for thenisolves in Maskcoka,
Manitaba, and orîmer: ncw parts aitho country. These
people have special dlaims tan our ChuracIi> for you
know, Ma-. Cliasirman, wc a-cccivc annual gurnts from-
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the parent churcitos, atsked, i larmille, anid receivced,
on the thcory that ive tend Ille gos pel avhierever tiiese
enaîgrants go. Utitess ive do so ivc break faith îvith
the churthes itt hainte. Nay, mare, 1 venture tu say
that wvnr our canigrant agents go honte tiaey assure
itse people that whoirevcr ticy seule tiacy can attend

ticir own ciîurclh. Tiacre nevcr was -in cinagrant
agent focal enniag ta try to bring a Scotch, or Irisha,or

jalny oîthcr I'rcsbytcrgaaa ovor laec waithout assurang
lain titat lie nîaight attend lits own citurca in nny part
af the Donminion. It wun't do ta siy ive can't afTord
tu senti thc gospel %vhcrcvcr canagrants go. Thie truthi
as, ivc can't afford not ta do su.

And, Mr. Chairanan, let it bc remecmbcrcd that il
jthe gospel as sent ta the newcr parti of the country lit
jail st inust bc sent by thc organazcd churclîes. Thec
jgenticmien who go up andi dann through the country,

wvearing siaudaIcd bats, waith a iais, Bible under thecir
.îrms and thir htiar partcd an thc iniddlc, wvoià' go
into the woods and pro.xch %ivhat they ratil thear " ncw

jgospel." Tiaey parcler opcrating on aid congregations
in the oid parts uf thecouaantry, îihere the traveling is
coanfortabie and thc board reasonably good. Tite
prapagatars af the Il icw gospel " don't like a park and
green tea dict. The grand aid men ikho laid tite
foundaations af Prcsbyterianismn in tiit country could
stand that sort ai ahang and ride on Iaarscback- ar
waik hundccds af utiles ta prcach tue taai gospel, but
tiac modem gcntlemen wlto rail an tue "I ireiing
clcargy don't taie kindly ta rougis ronds and bush
fare. Tîtoir xeai won't stand carduroy roads and anus-
quitaes.

And nawv, Mr. Chaarman, whant do ivc ask for in
connectian wvith tisis Hiante Mission wvork? WVitliout
any bcating «abouat the bush, ive ask

YOt'R PRAYERS ANti 543,000.
Renicmber, wc ask your prayers and your conta-i.

buiaions togctiter. i don't go ait the iength af saying
ive don't care for Ille prayers ai a man iwho won'tgive
lias mancy, but 1 atust say 1 amn afraad tîte praying ai
a anan ai abat kind won't do much good. IlWait your
raî'erincc gave nie fapipence?" saisd a raggcdl lattie boy
ta an Irish praest. " No," saisi the priest. " ii you
gave me fourpcnce, then ?" Il o1," %Vas the answer.

"WVlt you gave ane a penny ?» Sanie ansiver stait.
Wttat wil you gave me, then? " saad thc boy. Ill'Il

Cave you my prayca-s," saad the pa-acst. I 1 von't have
thcm,*» saa'1 tltc boy, Ilfor if they wec worth a penny
yau wouidn't gave them." The prayers ai a man who
asks God ta blcss massions but îvathhalds lis contrabu-
taons ar cexactiy lake the Land dcscrabed by tho apostie
James wien hie repraves nien for sayang ta the poor,
Ilbe yo .%armed and bc ye clotlîcd," but refusing the
ivltcrcwvitltal. The bace ai a good aid-fatshioned loai
woutd bc worth a thutasand suc.h prayers ta a hagry
nian.

I %will not spend time telling the business nmen ai
Montreai lauiv muchl maney iliere as an 543,000. 1

1nover san' that lamunt ai monoy, and nevcr expect ta.
Ait i have ta say as, oatar andocfatagable convener, Dr.
Cochrane, titan whoni there is no more eflicicnt and
iarduous worker ait our Ciaurdal, sa) i lihal. aanount as the
toast ive cans gct aiong iti cfficacntly. And remens-
bcr, an asking tho Churca for thas amaunst wc: don't ask
the Chu-cl ta help, mon who don't laip, iacmselvcs.

1 I hoe theory an ivhact ai1t aid AS gaven ta ivcaic congre-
gazaons and mission stations as abat those wîho ire
aaded do their utnîost not only ta laclp tlaemseIves, but
aiso for ail the sclicmes of rthe Cîturda.

Amnanw, Nlr. t.haarmnan, an ternis ai the a-csaiutîon
whach i have tho honor ta movc, wc npppoal to you ta
help in titis wvork

ON~ PATRIOTIC GROVND.
Canada has dealt kindiy with the grcat majority ai
oua- people. Tîtereare farmecrs in every township in
Ontario living ona thoir own lands in comiortable, and
ina many cases, elegnt linuçes, win came bore potir,
and nould tltays have been pour laad thcy rcmnainedl
in the aid ]and. No doubt îhicy îvorked biard for
%vhaa thlac- have, bha tbey wnouid have .%orked just as
hiard an thac aid countr> «and nover haave savcd anything.
Thcro arc business mean ofilarge means in cvcr city
and tcawn and village an tue Domnona, who came bore
with no capital but iteir brains and ticir two hand;,
iiho, hadthcy rcnîaincd in tho crawdod centres of the
aid warid, might nover htave sen thenscîvos îvith
sixpence. Tnking ;t for ail] in ýII, Canada is the best
pour manas cauntry in the warld. 1 vcnturc ta say
that more mon have donc welI in a iYorlaliy point oi
vicw ina Canada lin proportion Io oaur numbers, thart


