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HOME MISSIONS.

At the anniversary missionary meetings held in
Mantreal, nuteced in our last issue, Tuesday cvening
was devaied to Home Missions. The Rev Dr jJen.
kins, Modetator of the General Assembly, was in the
chair, and introduced the Rev. R. N Grant, who
spoke as follows.

Mr. Chaurman and Christian Friends, the resolution
which 1 have been requested to move reads thus -
“’That this meetang recognizes the importance of the
Home Mission work of vur Churih, whether regarded
from a patriotic, denominational or Christian stand.
point.”  You observe, sir, that the first thing affirmed
in this resolution is that the *meeting recogmses the
mmportance of our Home Mission work.” That, sir, is
a nght good thing for the mecting to do, and in the
hope of making the recognition more vivid, more in-
tense, mure praycerful and more liberal, 1 propose to
give a brief description of vur Home Missivn work.
Geographically our Home Mission work is divided
into two districts the Eastern and the Western -the
Eastern being composed of the Maritime Provinces,
and the Western of the Provinces of Ontario and
Quebec.  About the Eastern district 1 have now
nothing to say. The work in the Western is divided
into two departinents—the assisting of some cighty
weak congregations, chicefly in the older parts of the
country, and the supplying of 355 mission stations
with gospel ordinances, mainly in the more newly
settled parts.  For the sake of order I will speak first
of what arc generally called

OUR WEAK CONGREGATIONS.
1t is not meant, Mr. Chairman, that these congreza-
tions are weak in faith or that their theology is of the
weak diluted kind—and I suppose my fnend Principal
MacVicar would say that a weak faith and a weak
theology always go together—it is only meant that
they are weak in numbers, and as a natural conse-
quence weak financially. In most cases their weak-
ness is their misfortune rather than their fault. It
not unfrequently happens that a few of our people
scttle down in a locality in which other denominations
are strong, and if ours are to have the gospel preached
and ordinances dispensed by our own ministers, they
must get help from localities in which the Presbyter-
ian clement is stronger. In rural districts our con-
gregations are sometimes made weak by our people
selling their lands and moving away to other parts of
the country. Villages too sometimes decrease in
population, and every congregation in them decreases
in proportion. You can’t keep people in the Church
if they don’t remain in the locahty. The most clo-
quent preacher sn Montreal, not cven the gentleman
who adorns the Modcrator’s chair in the Assembly,
can keep a famuly in his church if the family moves to
Toronto or London. Long vacancies soinetimes make
congregations weak. The peopleare sometimes so fin-
1calin thar testes - so very particular about the manner
in which they wish to have their spinitual food served
up, that they almost die from prolonged exhaustion in
hearing candidates. From these and other causes
congregations often become weak.  In fact sometimes
they dwindic and you can’t very welltell why. An
cloquent and genial gentleman that you Montreal
people once sent to Parliament, used to illustrate in 2
very happy way the manner in which a certain gov-
cmment weat out of power some fourteen or fifteen
years ago. The government in question had not been
defeated at the polis or beaten by an adverse vote in
the housc, but went cut of cxistence in an easy quiet
sort of way. Thos. Darcy McGee said 1ts death re-
minded him of a citizen of Boston who went to the
market one day 1o get some meat for the family din-
ner.  Taking up a picce, this colloquy took place be-
tween the buyer and seller: “When was that killed 2"
“ It never was killed.,” “\Whendiditdie?” “It never
died.” “Well, then, how on ecarth did it come here 37
“ Oh,” said theman of meat, “if yust a kinder gans out.”
Now there are somnc congregations about which you
might say the same thang.  They never dred  a Pres.
byterian congregation hardly cver dies --nobody ever
" Xilled them, but to usc the Boston man's phrase they
“just a jander gin out® Now, Mr. Chairman, the
question continually anses what shall we do with
these cengregations.  In many of them there are as
leal, Yoyal, liberal, warm-hcarted Presbyterians as can

be found 1n any of our congregations—men who be. |

lieve our doctnnes, love our polity, and are proud of
our history as a Church. Shall we say to these
people: “We know you arc good Presbyterians and

devotedly attached to Presbytenan pnnciples, but
then you are few and weak. If you were rich and
strong we would help you, but you know you are weak
and poor and you can go clsewhere for the gospel.
We don't preach the gospetl to the poor in our Church.’
I say we may say that, Mr. Chairman, but we cant
say 1t and hive. The Church that can treat its people
1n that manner must die, and deserves to die.  Many
of our weak congregations belong to a class which
deserves special notice. 1 ncan congregations 1n a
transition state between mmsston stations and sclf-
sustaning congregauons. A tmssion station flour-
ishes and the people go to the Presbytery of the
bounds and say, “ We want a muuster of our own, but
we arc scarcely able to support onc yet; just help us
a little for onc ycar or two years, and meantine we
will do our best, and at the end of that tume we wall be
able to staad alone.” Now, Mr. Chairman, | say the
Church can do no better work than help such people.
Some of our hest congregations have been formed
Just n that way, and if you take away from the Chucch
ali the congregations that were once nussion stations
you won't leave much behind. We can't afford to
give up this kind of work. Coming to what may be
called our
HOME MISSION WORK PROPER,

we find according to the last statistical returns that
we have 142 mission fields and 355 preaching stations,
at which stations we have about 5,000 familics, 5,000
cominunicants, and 15,000 who attend service.  Does
any one ask where these preaching stations are? 1
answer some are in British Columbia, sixty-four are
in Manitoba, and forty in the Muskoka district. We
have stations at Prince Arthur’s Landing, Silver Islet,
Sault St. Marie, arry Sound, and all along the
northern part of the scttlements in Ontario until you
come to the Ottawa Ruver, as well as a considerable
number of both supplemented congregations and mus-
sion stations in your own Province of Qucbec. And
now, Mr. Chairman, having told you where these
mission ficlds chiefly are, let me describein 2 general
way

d THE GOOD PEOPLE WHO WORSHIP
in these stations. Many of them are young people
who have been brought up in our churches in the
older parts of the country, and have gonc back to
make a home for themselves as their fathers did be-
fore them.  Some of them arce the sons and daughters
of our ministers, our elders, and of leading men in our
Chuich. These young people had too much ambition
to pass all their lives at the family crib—they had too
much self-respect to live on their rich maiden aunts or
bachelor uncles—they had too much dignity to hang
on the skirts of the member for the Riding waiting for
a small office with a small salary, and if possible a
smaller amount of work. Fired with a laudable am-
ambition they struck out for themnsclves, and it is
the duty of the Church to send the gospel after
them wherever they go.  There is another class
found in some of these Mission Stations that
have very special claims on our Church. I mean
those of our people who have got warsted in the battle
of life these nard ycars, and who have gone back to
the newer parts of country to repais, if possible, their
broken fortuncs  Many of them were ance wealthy,
and perhaps occupicd high places in our Church, but
by fire or flood or fraud, or some other way, they lost
their all and had to start life again. Money went,
property next, home next, everything went but honor,
and they were furced to commence the bhattle of kife
anew. It is nocasy matter, Mr. Chairman, for a man
to walk penmless out of the home which he carned by
his industry, and in which his children were born, but
1 can castly unagne that it tries &2 good man quite as
much tolcave the church in which they were baptized,
and in which some of them may have been born again
—in whach he and his often celebrated the Master’s
death and dying love- -and along-side of which some
of the family slecp until Jesus comes.  1f our Church,
M;. Chairman, is true to itsclf if it is worthy of the
honoured namc which it bears - if it is worthy of the
honoured men who bled for it in the old land and
planted it in the new —~it will follow those people with
the gospel wherever their lot may be cast.

There is another class yet, sir, which T must men-
tion. 1 mcan the cmigrants that are taking up our
lands and making homes for themselves in Muskoka,
Manitoba, and other new parts ofthe country. These
people have special claims upon our Church, for you
know, Mr, Chairman, we receive annual grants from -

the parent churches, asked, I presume, and received,
on the theory that we send the gospel wherever these
cnugrants go.  Unless we do so we break faith with
the churches at home.  Nay, more, I venturc to say
that when our enugrant agents go home they assure
these people that wherever they settle they canattend
thetr own church. There never was an emigrant
agent fool enough to try to bring a Scotch, or Irish, or
any other Presbyterian over here without assuring
hun that he nught attend lus own cliurch in any part
of the Donunion, It wun't do to say we can't afford
to send the gospel wherever enugrants go.  ‘The truth
1, we cant afford not to do so.

And, Mr. Chairman, let it be remembered that if
the gospel 1s sent to the newer parts of the country at
all 1t must be sent by the orgamzed churches.  These
gentlemen who go up and down through the country,
weanng slouched hats, with a lanp Bible under their
arms and their haus parted in the middle, won't go
mto the woods and preach what they call therr “new
gospel.”  They prefer operating on old congregations
in the old parts of the country, where the travelling is
comfortable and the board reasonably good. The
propagators of the * new gospel ” don't like a pork and
green tea diet. The grand old men who laid the
foundations of Presbytcrianism in this country cgad
stand that sort of thing and ride on horseback or
walk hundceds of miles to preach the old gospel, but
the modern gentlemen who rtail on the * hircling
clergy " don't take kindly to rough roads and bush
fare. Their zeal won't stand corduroy roads and mus-
quitoes.

And now, Mr. Chairman, what do we ask for in
conncction with this Home Mission work? Without
any beating about the bush, we ask

YOUR PRAYERS AND $43,000.

Remember, we ask your prayers and your contri-
bations together. I don't go all the length of saying
we don't care for the prayers of a man who won't give
his moncy, but 1 must say I am afraid the praying of
a man of that kind won't do much good. “\Vill your
nivenince give me fippence ?” said a ragged hittle boy
to an Inish priest.  “ No,” said the priest.  “ Will you
give me fourpence, then ?”  *“No,” was the answer.
“Will you give me a penny ?” Same answer still.
“What will you give me, then?” said the boy. “I'll
give you my praycrs,” sawd the priest.  “ 1 won’t have
them,” sail the boy, “ for if they were worth a penny
you wouldn’t give them.” The prayers of a man who
asks God to bless mussions but withholds us contribu-
tions are exactly like the kind described by the apostle
James when he reproves men for saying to the poor,
“be yc warmed and be ye clothed,” but refusing the
wherewithal. The heel of a good old-fashioned loaf
would be worth a thousand such prayers to a hungry
man.

I will not spend time telling the business men of
Montreal how much maney there is n $43,000. 1
never saw that amount of moncey, and never expect to.
All I have to say is, our ndefatigable convener, Dr.
Cochranc, than whom there 1s no more cfficient and
arduous worker i our Church, saysthat ainountis the
teast we can get along with cfiiciently.  And remem-
ber,in asking the Church for this amount we don't ask
the Church to help men who don't help themselves.
Ihe theory on which all aid 1s given to weak congre-
gations and mussion stations 15 that those who are
aided do their utmost not only to help themselves, but
also for all the schemes of the Church.

And now, Mr. Chauman, in terms of the resolution
which I have the honor to move, we appeal to you to
help in this work

ON PATRIOTIC GROUNDS.
Canada has dealt kindly with the great majority of
our people. There are farmers in cvery township in
Ontario hiving on their own lands in comfortable, and
in many cascs, clegant houscs, who came here poor,
and would always have been poor had they remained
in the old land. No doubt they worked hard for
what they have, but they would have worked just as
hardin the old country and ncver have saved anything.
‘There arc business men of large means in every city
and town and village in the Dominion, who came here
with no capital byt their brains and their two hands,
who, hadthey remained in the crowded centres of the
old worid, might never have seen themselves with
sixpence.  Taking 5t for all in all, Canada is the best
poor man's country in the warld. T venture to say
that more men have dene well in a worldly point of
view in Canada, in proportion to our numbers, than
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