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EASTERN GENERAL AGENT.

Mr, \WaLTRR Kexr—for many yeats an esticemed eldes
of our Church—isthe duly authotizal agent for THR CARADA
PrrsuvTRRIAN,  He will wollect outstanding sccounts, and
take names of new sutsenbers,  Friends ace fnvited to give
any assistance in thele power to Mro Retr n all the corgre.
gations he may visit.

TORONTO, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6, 1856,

THE Iuterior quotes our remarks on the sin of
general cantankerousness, amd comments thus :

The Iuterior is not given ta Covetousness in a literary
ways but thete s an article in die aliwral cotumns of Tuk
CANADA PREsVTRRIAN which we canaot withuut a violemt
effort of conscience fotbcar fiom transferting to our editorial
columns with small quitation markse,  Qur vigorous con-
temporary hits the centre with every sentence,

Tue CANADA PRESUNTERIAN has now begen
its Fificenth Volume. The favour and gensrous
support recetved during past years we gratefully ac-
kuowledge, and for the still more marked encourage-
ment recently accorded we feel bound to use evesy
endeavuur to make the paper, which finds a cordial
welcon:z from Halifax to Victeria, still more worthy
of the support of every section of the Presbytenan
Church in Canada. It will continue in the future as it
has been in the past, the earnesi advocate of what.
ever in accordance with Scripture truth is best
fitted for the promotion of the divine glory and
the welfare and advancement of the Church. Its the
mouthpiece of no party or clique mthe Church,  Itis
the uncompromising opponent of all s ch. It is free
10 express an honess and unbiassed opinion on all pub.
lic questions as they arise, and will continue to afford
reasanable space for Sree discussion.  The nght of the
humblest member or adherent 1s as freely recognized
as that of the most influential Doctor of Divinity toa
candid hearing, if he has anything profitable to say.
From its varied contributions Ly tan ablest writers in
the Church, itsJdiligent vecord of all interesting events;
its choice sclections for family rea-ting, and its special
helps to those engaged in practica. Christian work, it
cannot fail to reach a stll ngher position of influ-
ence and usefulness to whech 1t 1s steadily and surely

_ advancing

WHATEVER may be the result of the movement to-
ward the clection of an addittonal professor for Knox
College, the discussion of the question in the press
and in the Presbytenies will do good. The Church
needs a thorough waking uy 1n regard to the teaching
of Homiletics and Pastora Theology n all our col-
leges. In proportion 10 our means we have done
fairly well in teaching tine othier branches of theologi-
cal learning ; but the Church has never attached the
importance to Homiletical instruction that its impor-
tance demanded, We have taught our youny men
everything more than we have taught them how to
preach. _Anyone familiar with the labour and atten.
tion gi\'cl 10 Homuletics in Princeton or Union can
scarcely help wondering how students trained in
Canada preach as well as they do. We spend cents
where the American Church spends dollars.  We ex-
pact one teacher, and Fe generally a pastor, to do n
three moauths the wo-x that two or three specialists
do in some college, in a whole session. The text-
books tlut have buen published on Homiletics within
the last few years show conclusively that we are a
Jong way bchind other colleges on this Continent.
These works are the cream ¢f Homiletic instruction
given for years in the scminaries in which their
authors taught. If the discussion going on at present

does nothing more than convince the Church that the
main business of atheological college is to teach young
men how to preach, great good will result.  We hope
it will do a great deal more.  What the Church needs
at present, next to an outpauring of the Holy Spirit,
Is a thoroughly cquipped Homiletical department in
every theological hall, Uf a college course does not
teach a theological student how to preach it does
nothing for him.

ONCE for all we tell those people who make the ex-
cmption law an occasion for having d fling at the
clergy that their abuse shows nothing but thioir own
bitterness. The law was not made by clergymen ; so
far as we know no clergyman ever asked forit; no
clergyman that we know defends it, and were it re.
peated to-morrow, we are certain no Presbyterian
clergyman would use cither voice or pen in defending
it.  Judging from the way some people write and
speak one would suppose clergymen framed the law
and put it on the statute book. If the Local Legisla-
ture wishes to sepeal the law next month we don't be-
lieve a single mini' iz i= the Province will offer the
slightest opposition, At all events we are certain no

Presbyterian minister will, Some of our ministers,

even now, voluntarily tax themselves, though the faw
excrpts them, and all the others do is allow the law
to take its course, ‘The subject comes upin the Local
Parliament every scssion, and the majority have
steadily refused to minke any change. We beg to re.
mind those munivipal magnates, in Toronto and clsc-
where, who mnake tie annual fuss about this question
just before the ¢ 2ctions that they do not govern wne
tario. This Province is net under the control of ward
politicians of the Burnt Contract variety. The Legis-
lature will repeal the exemption law when it sces
proper so to do, and all the abuse that can be heaped
upon the clergy won't hasten the repeal by a single
hour. It may, however, keep it back several years,

1T is contended by some that the recent decision on
the McCarthy Act affects the constitutionality of the
Scott Act, Notwithstanding a previous decision which
was understood to have finally decided the validity
of the Scott Act, it is said that it will be again attacked
and perhaps declared void. We fear there is no such
good fortunc in store for us. We frankly confess that
we would like nothing better in the way of temperance
legislation than that the Provinces should have full,
absolute and undispyted control of the whole liquor
trafficc.  The result would be a better prohibitory law
than the Scott Act in Ontario, New Brunswick, Nova
Scotin, Prince Edward {sland, and perhaps Manitoba
and British Columbia, 1n two or three ycars. Nor
would this be the only advantage. Ontario having
full and absolute control, the Ontario Government
would be bound to provide machinery to enforce the
law, The weak point about the Scott Act at present
is that being a Donunion Act the Ontario Government
are not under any special obligations to provide forits
enforcement, and the Domir.ion Government-does not
scem to care whether it is enforced or not. At least
four Provinces of the Dominion wouldsoonhavea good
prohibitory law were the Scott Act repealed, and along
with the law we wguld have proper machinery for
putting it into operation, Go on, gentlemen of the
Anti-Scott party, go on, and repeal the Act. The
moment it is declared by a competent authority that
Ontario hds entire control of the traffic, then we will
salk about future action, There is no Senate in
Ontario.

THE Montreal IWitness gives the following sensible
advice to writers for the press:

A pablic writer should make the acquaintance of the sort
of people who form the bulk of his readers and should keep
them clearly Lefore him as he writes.  Or rather, as he ca-
not casily imagine many pcoglc w once, it would, pethaps,
be wise %or him 10 sct before him someor, person of average
intelligence and average knowledge, an-. write in such a way
that heis surc that person will fully understand, In that
way he will be pretty sure of all the rest.

Hugh Miller adopted this method in writing for the
Witness.  In preparing his maguificent editorizls he
kept constantly before lis mind two or three of the
most stroz~minded and intelligent of his old neigh-
bours, and made such points ashe thought would have
moved them. In this way he moved all Scotland.
As a rule contributions written for the sclect fewarea
dead failure. To succeed one must write for the
miltions, The opinion of a specialist cr Eobby-horse
man on ney: spaper work is not worth a brass farthing.

Waork that pleased him would not please anybody
else.  The average man is the man to keep in mind,
Thanks to a kind Providence, poets, philosophers and
literary cranks are searce, “The same ruleholds good
in regard to preaching. The most useless of all sers
mons arc the sermous prepared for the select few.
The few don't care for them and the many are not
fed. A preacher should never be afraid to ask his
people at times to {ollow his best possible thought;
but his best thoughts are not those prepared fo: out.
of-thesway people.  11is best thoughts, best arguments,
best appeals, are those prepared for normal, average
specimens of humanity,

Tux Canadian Church enlists the services ofstudents
at the beginning of their theological course~in some
instances cven before entering on the study of theo.
logy—in preachiag \he Gospal,  They have done ex-
ccllont work which {s highly appreciated generally,
Some oftheir fricnds, however, think that a litte too
much work of this description is exacted of them.
Student days and their opportunities come only once
in a lifctime, and the condition of the ministry is not
specially favourable to continuous and cxtended
stur’ + afterward.  In Scotland the prevailing prac.
tice has been to prevent students from preaching ex.
cept on rare occasions,  This haslong been felt to
be an injustice, and plans havd from time totime bLeen
proposed to enable students to acquire a little prac:
tice in preaching before obtaining license.  Onc of the
latest proposals was made at a recent inecting of Dun.
dee Free Chnech Presbytery. 1t recomimended that
the students should be allowed to preach after their
sccond scssion and that fourth-ycar men should at-
tend kirk session and deacons' court meetings, so as to
gain a practical acquaintance with the rules and dis-
cipline of the Church. One of the members suggested
that students should alse be invited to attend.mar.
riages, as ministers felt rather shy in performing that
ceremony for the first time,

A NOBLE CHRISTIAN LIFE>

THE recently published volume of Frances Ridley
Havergal's Letters is the clear, most interesting
and stimmulating transcript of a beautiful life, It is
safe to say that the objections to which an aute-
biography or diary usually gives risc cannot apply 1o
this publication. These letters were written without
the remotest idea that they would fall into the hands
of general readers. Their writer was so thoroughly
conscientious in everything she did that even the
bricfest and least important note was never penned
without a sense of responsibility.

The many products of her sanclified pen, and
chiefly her hymns and poems, taken with these
letters, give a°comprehensive idea of a singularly fine
type of Christian womanhood. The published Letters
are classified according to date, save in a group en-
titled Letters without Date. The first division com-
prises Early Letters from 1852 to 1869; the second,
Letters to a Younyg Correspondent, from 1856 to 1877 ;
the third, Letters to a Clerical Friend and his Wife,
from 1870 to 1875; following the undated seriss we
have Letters from 1870 to 1875 and letters from 31876
to 1879, including some of the last she ever wrote.

In all these Letters there i3 a visible unity of pur-
pose. [t is one of themost striking modern instances
of onc sceking humbly and earnestly to live up con-
sciously and purposely to man’s chief end—to glorify
God and to enjoy Hiym forcver. Another noticeable
and beautiful characteristic of these Letters is the
pecfect naturalness, the absence of anything stralaed
or unreal, of that genuine and fepvent picty clearly
marked in the first letter that appears, and which
grows in purity and fervour till the end is reached.
The first lettte introduces the reader to a natural,
healtky and gentle gir! enjoying a holiday in Wales.
Like a true poet and a true Christian, wherever she
travels, whether she wanders on the shore of old
Occan, asceads the \Welsh mountains, or climbs to
Alpine heights, her sensitive nature and keen percep-
fion of the beautiful are responsive to the magnificence
with which Gou has adorned the woiks of His hand.
In that same first letter we see that her religious life
is earnest and sincere.

* LerrExs By the late Frances Ridley Havespal.
Edited by her sister, M. V., G, H. (Toronto: S. R. Hriggs.)
Tue SAME. (New York: Anson D, F. Randolph & Co. ;
Toronta: William Briggs.)
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