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A NEW RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTQIN
. RUSSIA.

1t bas not been long since in Holy Russia, under
the pressure of the materialistic movement, avery one
who ralsed any religlous question was looked uponas
belng far behind in the march of civilization, And
thas for the two last decades a large number of edu-
cated Russians held as an undisputed truth that * thero
{s nothing ia the warld but matter, and materalistic
scientists are its prophets.® But everything fashions
able, even scientific theories included, passes away,
and people naturally falt back on what by trial cen.
guries long has been proved solid, sound, and reliable,
And so it s with religious viows,

Many Russians, after a careful analysis, have coms
to a conclusion that, if there were no God and no re-
ligion, they ought to be invented. And indeed there
are now some Rusilan sclentists who are trying to
find a basis to justify thair bellef in Ged. In the
Mosacow Orirodox Revtew for Jannary, for instance,
we find an interesing paper, in which Professor
Soloviefl, lecturiog on Philosopky in the St. Peters.
burg University, expounds his views on the “ Rell-
gious Basisof ife® The Professortakes tho followlng
position ;. * There are,” he says, “two decires akin
to each otker, and innate in the human soul, which
elevate man above therest of Nature, Thesearsthbat
of immortality and that of truth or moral perfection,
But man, by himself, cannot save his life, and canaot
reach moral perfection, Inocther words, ke1susamed
both to bodily and spiritual death,”

Further on, taking up the elements of his cardinal
position, the Professor logtcally comes to the conclu.
sion that man s liviog, as it were, in the refga of
death, He kills animals in order to preserve his own
life, which, as heis aware, isephemeral. He commits
a kind of suicids in order to sustain his own species,
which, nowever, is doomed to extinction. Men die
and nations disappear. In some future age life will
be extinct upon our globe, and our solitary system, like
thousands of others, will dissolve intolifeless cosmical
dust. Striving for life,” says Mr. Solovieff, “ wodie,
and trying to comprehend life, we discover death every.
where, Our mind indorses death as a universal law®
But the human heart revolts against such a fate, and
man's conscience dictates to him another course of
life which is not to be found in Nature. Thercisa
suprems good, self-existing and independent of Nature
and the human mind, and there is a mysterious rela-
tlon between that good and the human soul.

# Withoot his own volition,” says Mr. Soloviefi,
“man cannot believe in God. If we don’t wish to be-
leve, we will not believe. God is not an external
thing, the existence of which we could not dispute,
He is an internal truth, which we are bonnd morally
to recognize. To believe in God is our moral duty.
Man may not falfil his moral duty ; but then be loses
his human dignity.”

¥ To believe in God means to admit that the Good
of which our consclence testifies, and which we fiad
neither in Nature nor in our mind, exists by itself,
Without that belief we coght to admit that the Good
for which man longs above all things 1s bt 4 dream,
an illusion of human mind ; that Is, that it does not
exist at all. But morally we cannot admit that ; for
to us, as moral beings, life itself bas value only onac-
count of our beliefin real good, or good as & tmth,

‘Wehave to balieve that that Good exists by itsslf,and
that it is a parfect truth ; that is, that we must believe -

in God”
After having recognized God as the £rst and the
last reason of the moral world, the Professor clearly

#ats forth the moral precepts 3s to the relaticn cf man '

to man, and of man to God, Shich are to determine a
true religion.

Count Leo Tolstol, the foremost of Russian novcl
writess of to-day, had Lately credted 2 great seasatioh
by u:aching and practxslng rcllgion. To bis explana.
tory remarks on the New Testament be explained fally
his rell, " .as convictions, Unbappily the religious
censor had dutroved his papér before it was published.
It is known, however, that the Count holds that thers
can b. 10 hops for man, nutiens nd ths world if ro.
Bglon is relinqulshed. What precisgly aro the Couut’s
religious views is not generally knowp ; biut as fay da.
privite information shows, ke ssems to favour Protes.
tastism, Tostead of usociaﬁng with the clergymen

of the Established Church of Russla, ke Is 61 frieadly
tesms with the Raskolniks, who bow to tha authesity
of the Bible rather than to that of thy Hely Syned.
Though 8 rich man, he leads a plaln peasant’s life.
Belng tha best informed man of the so-called bighlite,
ho prefers the company of the uspolished, but earnest
aud slncere Raskolniks, who are wont to put n prac.
tico what they bellave, -

Under the influsnce of Leo Tolatol and Viadimle
Solovleff, not only students but even greyheaded men
and women Gnd It necessary to revise thelr convic-
tlons. Thus religlous topics ars now predominant,
even In private circles.  Rugslan clergymen, however,
do not contribute much, {f any to the new movemant.
Io fact, the meo and women moved by the examplg
of tho Count and of tha Professci try to worl out re-
liglous views for themselves, pondering over the Book.
As to the ofilclal religlous teachers, these, even at this
favourabls momeat, servg vather to confuse minds
than to clear them, Hers is one striking example,
Propagation of Spliitualism in Russia is rather of re-
cent date.  Amoog the Russian converts to Spiritual.
{sm there arosome prominent professors, doctors, law-
yers, writers, and so on, not couating hosts of the
aristocratic ladies, In view of that fact many priests
decemed it their duty to deliver some sermons on spirit.
uallsm. Naturally they dwelt on the summening of
the soul of Samuel by the woman of Endor. Now,
by what power did that woman bring up Samael?
One priest answered that, as the Divine Spirit could
oot be at the command of & witch, therefore she used
the help of the Evil Spirit. Another pricst said that
Samuel’s appearance was a miracle, pesformed by
God's will.  Siill another preacher argued that Sam.
uel was not brought up at all, and Sanol’s hallucina.
tions wero responsiblo for the story. Inview of these
diverss explanations the orthodox people ars at loss
what to think of the Spiritualists. Do they invoke
spirits of tho departed persons by God's will or by the
Devil's) or do thoy deal merely with illasions and
Laliucinations? And yet that question ought to be
answered ¢ for the Splritualists claim to bs the strong-
est friends of the Christian, furnishing, as it were,
tangible proofs of a future life and of the resurrection
of the soul

It may bo expected that the new religious move.
ment in Russia, being of an origin independent from
the Church, will come in collision with the officlal
clerical authorities ; but laymen, longing for & true ro-
ligion, will not give up the Bible even.for the author-
ity of the * Most Holy Governing Synod of Russia.”

There are now In Russia two religions Protestant
currents ; the one below is of great force, counting
fifteen million socls, and the other, above, is mighty
in its indspendent religio-philosophic thonght, The
day is not distant when these two currents will unite
in thelr course.—Independens.

LIVING EPISTLES.

Do we remembefas wa should that we are in the
world, as the representatives of our Master who bas
gone above, out of our zight, though present to our

‘minds and keeping us, through all changes, ever in

view. Itisthrough us that a sinful world isto be
brought to Him. Tae Gospel offer goes always to
the individual soul, and is accepted or zejected by each
person for bimself.

Individuals, saved by grace, are privileged to carry
it, We lean on onr blessed Lord, In our sorrow,
when the eyes are dim with tears, when-the baloved
of our lives is taken hence, we trust Him, and He
comforts us. In cur losses and troublss, when ease

. and wealth and soclal position are paxths suddenly

swept away, wa trust Him, acd Heis more to us than
all ezsiniy possessions or pleasures. 1n ourrose-tinted
hours of joy and delight, when we agiss to grest
heights, and our satis@ed longlngs fill us with exulta.

tion, we trust Him, and He consecrates the joy..

What is any czpcricnce worth %o the Chrl:tian, i
Chiist do cu; slargit?

There may bs those #ho stand wizhow, never hav-
inglmown tho bisssednm of beiog not their own, but
wholly ﬂxcir Lord’s, wao marvel when Christians”
speak thus, Little do they dream of tho divico
streogth whick andeslies all our weakncss, of the ugie

| utterable peace which brims the cup.of life, even | B
mhenits dropsmbluarw, of the bauty ®alch hat |
lows and Iradiates Jife's loveliest -dsys to thosé who,
“keep closé to tha Lord,

Would that #a could bring them Ini Woald thae,

when they speak to us of this poor staff, and that poor
rod, of earthly sclence, of culture, of amusement, or
of worldly advantage, we could shosw them how much
better it {s to know the Lord, to talk with Immanuel,
to b ralsed far abova earthly vicissitudes, into the
calmand the glory which proceed ever trom the throae,
If,wowere In love with our Master and in cym,pathy
with Him, fully, constantly, would prayer-mestings be,
asoften they undenfableare, so dullthat only assnszof
duty drives reluctant facttafhem? Sodulland,alas!
to many &o profitless, that good men stay, practicady,
away from them, and, 5o far as numbers arg concerned,
they are malaly kept up by good women. A praysr-
megting should bs.as Interesting as & primary, It
should bave as much attraction for a prayer-loving
church as a concert oc a popular entertaioment,  Yet
it {s vain to say that it bas, in the face of the fact that
ministers aro always belog obliged to urge church
members 1o go to It, deprecating a very ususl neglact,
and that it Is only in times of revival that a dally
prayer-meeting can be sustalned, in & singls church,
Warmth, faith, genulna eamnestness, and happy,
triumphant love mast first prevail in the tndividusl
heart, must then go from one heast to another, until
the many are converted. Qut dear Lord trusts us to
show Himselfto an unbelioving world, Hespeaksby
us and through us, and thus are we living 2Distles,
known and read of all men.~2&frs, M. B, Sangster,
i ChAristian Intelligencer,

“ WHY DON'T THE E PASTOR COME?”

Tke more faithful a pmor is, and the more fit by
his very sensitiveness totea good pastor, the more he
is pained by the unnecessasy complainte of his peaple,
One form of his annoyance is the complaint of sick
peoplo that the pastor does not vhit them. The in.
valid who ie 2 member of a church ought to know that
he has no friend ia the world more ready to come to
seo him than the pastor. Heought to be tho parish.
loner of & pastox of such a character asto bs the most
desirable man fyr the sick man to ses; and yet through
all tho large churches penple slcken, “and sometimes
secovez, and then go sulking throvgh the church six
months, until at last it is discovered that the ground of
their grumbling is that the pastor had not visited them
when they were sick, It is this senseless demand of
omniscience which {s so intolerable,

This naturally brings up the question, whether the
pastor ought to go to see sick people uaiil he is sent
for.” What righthas a who' 3 congregation to suppose
that the pastor knows of sickness when no human
being ever presumed upon the physiclan's bavirg ‘thet
knowledge? Itwould be less unreasonable to make
this latter suppositlon. A physlclan passing amongst
tbafamilies in which he has patients might begin to
suspect from.some bodily appearance that sickness
would shortly ensne, and might therefore be expacted
to go around indue timé to seeifthe suspected person
was really sick, Instead of that, it is the pastos, a
man engaged in quite different studles, who is sup.
posed to ba able, from looking over his congregation
on Sunday, to belisve that Mr, A~ will be sick on
Monday, Mrs, B— will be ill on Tuesday, Mr, C—-
will sprain. his ankls on Wedaesday, Mrs. D/g~—
child will bave the measles on Thursday, and 5o on
through the week. The physician wbosc business it
is especially to look after sick folks, naver goes till be
is sent for, even ifhe knows there is a!ckness 3 butthe
minister is expected to come without being sent for,

.and to be ablato tell that thereis sickness without any

Anformation. ..

Perhaps each church needs threo bishops ; a pastor
bishop, an evangellst biskop, and a teacher bishop—
one to take care of thoss who ars already enrolled in
the charch, to keep them toned op and drilled; ansther
to go out, leading forth as many of the chutch as he
can, to bring in thoss whoare outside, heating up re-
cruits and training them for the service ;.and a third
to preach to thoss inside and outside tho church,
giving his whole time to that one wortk.  As itis now,

' thess thice functions re expected to be dlscimged by

one man. Whoever that man §s, and’ homcr large

'] his capabilities. of dischargiog duties in thm three

departments, it is quite cenzin that he will execl in

-figne, A man'whodsvotes himself to personal cara of

hundreds oi memben of a church will Have littl time
‘to go out among rqcn of the world and-«:dcavour to
bring them into the Church of God, He whodsvotes

“his whole week to this' k.tter cmployment can'have

inle timp to preparsd for the pulpit ; and hewhodoss,



