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Atthat time, Augustus Ceesar, toe|
Roman Emperor, issued a decree, that

+ Judea, or perhaps the whole Roman|manger; aremarkable proof that God’s
Empire, should be taxed. This was'ways are not as man’s ways, nor his

first done, when Cyrenius was governor !
~of Syria. It became necessary, there-
fore, that the inhabitants of Judea should
repair to the places of their nativity,
and enrol their names in the proper
register of their particular families. Jo-
seph and Mary at this time lived at Na-
zareth, but they undertock a journey to*
Bethlehem, or the city of David, (being
both of the house and lineage of that
monarch,) where their names were me-
corded.  The distance was very con-

tiderable, being about eightv-two miles.

When they arrived at Bethlehem, they
found that it was so crowded with stran-
g8 who had come upon a similar er-
rand, that there was no room for them
inthe inn ; they were, therefore, under
tbe necessity of being contented with
nch acconimodation as they could ob-
 %in in the stable. The time was now:
@ed that Mary should be delivered ;

The Nativity of Christ.

-mon thing, at certain seasons, to keep
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and in this humble mansion the Saviour
of the world was born, and laid in the

thoughts as man’s thoughts.

portance to be long concealed, ag not
only the happiness of the Jews,but of
all the nations of the earth, wasinvolv. ;
ed in its consequences.  Nay, what s,
more, the Cherubim, the Seraphim, and |
the whol» bt of heaven, were not un-
concerned spectators of the birth of Him
in whom the mercy promised to the |
fathers should be pertormed.

The annunciation of go glorious a
messenger as the Prince of Peace was

L

:not long delaved. The country around |

Bethlehem was chiely adapted for pas. -
tave, and, therefore, in a great measure,

occupied by shepherds.  1Ia climates -
such as that of Judea, it is no uncom- .

watch over the flocks by night, princi-
pally with the view of protecting them |
from the wild beasts that abound in,




