
VOYAGE 017 AN ELEPHANT.

and before the b)o% of tho long.boat, ini %vhicli is a large open-
barred pen, fitted up as a cow-house. In the present case, the
roof of th;s wvas raised a fewv feet, the cowv transferred to other
qnarters, and the place made as com:nodious as possible for its
new tenant. Quantities of plantain stemus, pumpkins, hay, joggry
(a kind of coarse stigar,) and otlier elephant, luxuries, wvere sent
on board, and an anxious look-out wvas kept for a favorable op-
portuniti for the animal's embarkation-a inatter of nlo trifling
diffieulty, as ail those know vho, have crossed the Madras surf,
and ail those mriy knoiv, who ivill read Captain Basil llall's ac-
count of it. At length, the %vishied-for opportunity prcsented it-
self, and the elephant %vas marched down to the beachi-the day
was fine, and the surf uncommonly lowv. M-any years had elap-
sed since an exhibition of the kibd had taken place ; and as great
curiosity was, excited on shore, a crowd assembled to witness the
interesting spectacle. A large cargo-raft, or catamaran, ivas
broughlt close to the water-mark on the beach, on each, side of
wvhich, a barricade of spars hiad been raised, with a vacant space

betwveen them in the centre. The elephant, witlî his keeper on
bis necke, was made to %vallc on to the raft, where lie stood quietly
betveen the barricades, ifle bis fore and hind feet were secured
tvlth ropes to the spars belowv, and under bis belly a stout piere
of wvood was passed, the ends ot which. rested on the barricades,
SQ as partially to support thc iveight of his body. A well-manned
massoolah bout lay outside the first line of surf, w'ith a tov-linpe
attachced to the raft on shore. Mhen ail ivas rcady, the catamaran
wvas launched into the surf by a strong party of coolies, white
the mien in the -nassoolah. boat plied their oars, and kept a tighit
strain upon the towv-line, ani ini a few moments the watery barrier

.va pssed. It. was a beautiful siglit to sec the noble animal
standing apparently firmn and unrnoved wvhen the surf dastied over
the catamaran, and broke in white foamn around him. It was an
interesting proof of bis confidence in man, that, tloughi danger
presented itself in such a novel and startling aspect, hie braved it
witlîout flinching while he k-new that his keeper tvas wvith himn.
The outer lino of surf tvas easily passed, for on the day in ques-
tion it tvas scarcely perceptible ; and the novel spectacle present-
ed itsclf, of a mnan riding over the sea upon an elephant. Mean-
tirne, everything was in readincss; on board the ship fc bis recep-


