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MILK FEVER IN COWS.

BY C. H. BYRNE, ISQ, PRESIDEST OF THE
HALIFAX VETERINARY COLLEGE.

Purreran Aprorrixy, “wilk fever,”
and “drooping after calving,” as it is va-
xiously culled in dificrent loealities, izone
of thy most futal complaints thut breeding
aninials are subject to. The cure and
treatinent of this complaint have buen
very variously stated by veterinavy writ-
ers, and it is perhiaps owing to a miscon-
ception of the cause thut it has been so
universally fatal. 1t has been by many
confounded with inflvinmation of the
womb, aud very generally aseribed to in-
flammation of the spinal cord ; but the
true cause is congestion of the brain,

- Milk fever usually occurs atter calving,
from four hours up to two or threo duys,
but very rarely after the third day.

It is more common in old cows than
young ones, and generally at the birth of
the 3rd or 4th calf. Cows are 1wore

- liable to it in summer than in winter
Cows in high condition, and those in the
habit of giving a large quantity of wilk,
seem to be especially singled out as the
objects of attack, although occasionally
those in poor or low condition will suffer
from it. = The breed of Alderneys is
said to be cspecially pre-dispoged to it

‘The symptoms, if noticed in the very
carliest stage, are characteristic and pecu-
liar, and it is in this stage alone that
treatment is likely to be attended with
any success. The cow, if standing in her
stall, will be observed to have a peculiar
restless movement with her hind quarters,
she will be shifting them frequently, and
throwing her weight first on one hind
leg and then on another, and, if made to
walk, a weakness will be noticed in her
hind lega. She. will. have lost control
over thew, and, if forced to walk any dis-
tance she will full, rising again with some
difficulty. Adfter several hours the weak-
ness will increase, and she will fall and
not be ablo to rise, although she makes
fiequent attempts to do sv; her pulse is
now increased in number and full, her
breathing is uccelerated, and she is hoven;
the brain, too, becomes affected at this
stage ol the disease, which may be known
by bher throwing her head about, and
occasionally poiuting it to her side, from
which it can be but with diificulty with-
drawn ; the hind limbs, if pricked with
a pin, will be found insensible to pain,
aud the pupils of the eye dilated, and not
contracting with the stimulus of light.

As the discase advances, the brain be-
comes more and more affected ; the head
is cither obstinately pressed to the side,
or thrown completely back, with the
Jiorns resting on the ground, the eyes are
not only insensible to light, but may be
touched by the finger without the animal
evincing consciousness ; the breathing is

stortorious, and attended with difficulty,
and the power of swallowing entirely
gone. Obstinate and uncensing constipa-
tion is seen from the commencoment,

Treatment,—There hag been much
difference of opiiiion as 1o the propricty
of bleeding in this diseuse. This, how-
ever,. will much depend upon the stage of
the complaint, and the charcter of the
animal.  If blond be taken, it must be
taken early, or not at all.  If the disense
is observed coming on before the animal
has fullen, and she is in a plethoric con-
dition, bleeding: may be sometimes at-
tended with advantage.  As a rule, how-
ever, it is to be condemned,

One of the earliest measures to be
pursued, is the exhibition of a powerlul
purgative, combined with a stimulant,
and, from the state of torpor into which
the bowels are planged from the with-
drawal of nervous force, a large doso
will be required. Say Epsom salts, 13
1bs., Aloes Barbudoes, in solution,. 1% oz,
Croton oil 20 to 30 drops, and give in
% gallon strong ale. This may be fol-
Jowed up in helf an hour by the admin-
istration of the following draunght, mixed
in strong ale,—aromatic spirit ammonia,
two oz., ether spirit, nitrie, three oz, and
repeated every half hour. The liniment
of croton should be well rubbed into the
spine, and tho rectum unloaded with re-
peated glysters.

If the coma increases, and the brmain
becomes still more affected, stronger stim-
ulants should be given ; an alcohol in the
form of strong whiskey or brandy should
be administered in doses of from half a
pint to a pint, and given at intervals of
two hours. It no improvement be mani-
fested after the third or fourth dose, re-
covery may be rcgarded as hopeless. I
feel sure the reader will think that the
amount of stimulants recommend-
ed is preposterous, but I rest assured
that nany apparently hopeless cases have
been recovered, from the effects of strong
doses of stimulants.

Should purgation ensue, and the brain
begin to assume its functions, we may
hope for a favorable termination, There
is oflen a good deal of debility superven-
ing, even in the most favorable cases, aud
the medicine, when it docs begin to act,
often acts vivlently. This will best be
counteracted by mild tonics, gencrous,
though soft dict, and good nursing until
convalescence has been established.

In conclusion I may add that such a
disease should not be allowed to happen
on any kind of farm whatever, as the
preventative means are simple and not
expensive, but it left to ignornt cow-
leeches and farriers, death in 99 easesout
of 100 is the result. It s casily pre-
vented by giving the cow, a week pre-
vious to calving, o pound of salts, with a
carminative.

PROVINCIAL EXHIBITION BUILD-
INGS AT HALIFAX,

AT the recent joint meeting of com
mitlees, appointed by the Sessions of the
County, the City Couneil of Halifax, the
Town Council of Dartmouth, and the
Halifax County Agricultural Soeiety, a
draft of a bill was considered, the main
feature of which was that it ewmpowered
the Court of Sessions for the County of
Halifax to add to the yearly assessment
for County purposes a sum suflicient for
the purchase of lands and crection of
industrial and agricultural Xxhibition
Buildings, the assessment to be appor-
tioned and collected in the City of Hali-
fux, Municipality of Dartmouth, and
other districts ot the County, in the same
way as County rutes.

Whilst all agreed as to the propriety,
or rather necessity, of erecting Ixhibi-
tion Buildings in or near the City, yet
there was some difference of opinion as to
the mode proposed for carrying this de-
sirable object inté effect. Morcover, the
bill did not specify whether the buildings
were to be crected in the city limits or
merely in the county. After several
hours' discussion, during which the views
of the various bodies interested were very
fully expressed, the following resolution
was unanimously adopted :—

Whereas, It is the opinion of this meeting
that the proposed Exhibition Buildings
should be erccted within the City of Halifax,
and owned by the Corporation ; and whereas
the largest proportion of expense would be
borne by the City, even if the cost of con-
struction beeame a County charge

DBe it therefore resolved, That a committes
be appointed to draft a permissive bill to
enable the City Council to have the construc-
tion and management of said buildings, and
that the bill be introduced at the present ses-
sion of the Legislatifre.

The committee appointed for this pur-
pose met un Thwsday afterroon, 21st
March.  Present — Alderman Fraser,
Chairman; Alderman DeWolfe, Alder-
man Reid, ap., Alderman O'Connor,
Professor Lawson, Scerctary,

Professor Lawson submitted a draft of
an Act, prepared by Mr. Motton, em-
powering the City Council, it they shall
so determine, to erect suitable exhibition
buildings on vacant Jaud owned by the
City, or, if necessary, to purchase land
for this purpose, and to borrow tho nec.
essary moneoy upon the credit of the city,
provided the sawe shall not exceed $20,-
000.

The bill was read, clause by clause,
and considered in detail. Emendations
were mide on several of its clauses, and
it was finally adjusted.

On motion of Dr. Reild, seconded by
Alderman DeWolfe, the Lill wasadopted
and ondered to be submitted to the Legis-
Tature.



