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dual or a crowd, an audience say of
ýElave-owners and their sympathisers.
The oxie addresses thein as mon. Rie
knows thieir sentiments, but lie keeps
bis lcnowledge te imnself, suspecting thiat
if lie hiad been broughit up witlî the saine
environinent, lis sentiments wvould
probabiy be flot unliko thieirs, and lis
ai is iîot to denounce but to deliver
them. Accordingly, hoe lays the founi-
dations of his subtie argrument in appeals
to that ivhidhi is best in man ; 1)erhiaPs
thirows his address into the foirm of a
parable, like the great Teachier, wliose
teacingio is the inîost perfect exainple of
sweetniess and liglit ; en ounces great
moral princil)les to wvhichi the hieart of
humanity always responds; incidentally
shows the curse of siavery, and thiat the
curse falis on owvner and trader as well
as on slave ; rouises their enthusiasin by
dwelling, on their fathiers' fighlts for f roc-
dom ; and gets thein inito a teiiiper in
which sacrifice is possible and almost
easy. Ho roceives a liearing, and is
welcoine te cone aga1in. Good secd is
sown, and pcrhaps one or two resolve to
forsake ail and follow hlim. But the
other calîs this teniporizing, and takzes
ain api)irently braver course. He is al
righlteous, and the godless crowd before
Iiini must be told in plain languagi,,e what
hoe thinks of themn anid timeir sin. So hie
gives it to thien red-hot,' and in five
minutes they -ive 1dm brickbats, or a
coat of tar and feathers. Siub.-eqieialy,
they get thieir ablest ministers to wvrite
treatises to iprove that slavery is a divine
institution. Herein wve may sec the
difference betweni wisdlom and fanatie-
isti, between authoritative statemient and
controvcrsy.

One would imaginé that there could
be no mistaking Emerson's mneaning, es-
pccially whcen the titie of the essay is
considered, and thc context of thc para-
graph quotod. One would think that
the philosopher wlîo advises ail mon to
speak to-day what they think, in wvords
liard as caninon-bails, and to-morrow-
should they sec cause to change their
view-to spcak the opposite ii words
equally hard, would be tlic last man to
'b3 charged with 'the basest and mnost
unwvorthy prudence.' But hore is the
style in whiclî lis editor commiients :

4 We have quotcd this hast paragraph only that we
mnay epresýs our uttcr (lissent f ront i, oxcept omider
the vcry widest limiations. Evory day we arc con-
fronted with sentimîeumts aud opiniiolls which wu can
not honcsthy assumne to ho identicai with ouir own.
Couihd Elijab honestly tell the pneuns of Baal that hi
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00(1 and thocirs was the saine? Could Luther bhandhy
assure Eck and Tetzel that ho agrecd exectly, or i
(1113 dcerco eveni, with thimem lut the niatter of indul-
gences? Çould Milton say to Sahmnasinis tiat hoth of
timon were of one mnind ii regard to, the grent net of
Judgmcent exctod by the people of England upon
Charles the First? Cotild Emeorson ammd l3rigliam

Youngassuuingthat hoth wcre honoît and sincere
hit their opinuionus- lmonestlyaiid sinceroly aseure ecd
otiier that tiiere was no dufference hotweemî thoni?
Should 1, who ahhor assassiuatio,î, assu'tre a Nihilist
that mi% views re9pccting tîme slayhing of the Czar ot
Rumssia difforcd in uowise fronti bis own ? it r.ay be,
anîd oftmî is. a natter of the highiesta:nd host wisdorn
to refrain froin exprossinigoie's seutmebnts, for there
is a tinte tu hie sUlent and a tîne to speak. Omie is
uiot bouuîd of necessity to as:ail tic dognîs of the
hteal Presence wlien Stanii(lmu inuflor tie douto of St.
Peter's, or to donioiue ihNohaninied as a false prophot
heforo the portais of Uic temple at Mecca. But, if a
titan uvuhi or uîîust spoak ai uail, 01(13 the hasost aumd
iiiosLlmnwortliv prudence will sanction his speaking
otmer titan the truth. Thiere are tinhes and oenter-
gencios wiieuî the boit and hiiest prudence nînst
give way to somuctlîine hizlher aud butter ; tintes
wîhen ibis haif virtue wotihd ho a o liole crinme. It
liai imîprudent for Johîzi the flaptist to denoumce
ilerod for liavingtakon to hiniself lits brother's wife:

for Loudas îvitlî lus throe litindred to, hold the pass
of Tlherinopyhle ; for Lutheor to nail tip lus oichIty-fil-e
tiies.es on the doors of the WVitteuîbo)rg Cathedral,
andl to, go to Wornis; for J((liii tVebhey to persistin
open-air proaching ; for Garrisouî to denoulnco slavery
in Boston.'

Was ever inortal se smatlîered uîuler
mighity naines ? WVas there ever sucl a
douche of inidignant commonplaces more
utterly beside the mark ?

When Mr. Guernisey takes the rôle of
narrator iîîstead of critic, lie is more
satisfactoi'y. WVe iearn thnt Emnersonî
b-elongs to wvhat lias been styled the
Boston Bi-ahmniin caste. ' For eighit gyene-
rations there lîad been ne time wlhen one
or nmore of lus forefittliers, on thc pater-
nmil or maternai side, wvas îuot a minister
of the Gospel.' Ralph M'as one of four
brothers, on ail of wvhom thc ancestral
type was stroîîgly imipressed. At the
age of fourteen years lie ontercd Har-
vard, and graduated at seventeeu. Fifty
or sixty years migo, most of tle students
at the New Emîgland and Scottish Uni-
versities were boys. New, tlîey are mon,
and in tIe United States, in several uni-
versities, lîolidays are given at election
tintes, to allow the students to go home
and record tlîeir votes. 111 1826, Emner-
son, at the age of 22, w'as 'approbated to
preacli by the Middlesex Association;
and thrce years after, lie wvas called te,
tIe pastorate of tIc Seconîd Church
(Unitariani) of Boston.

Referring our readers to the volume
itself for details of luis life and works,
ive confine ours-elves te, two points, which
we totich upon for special reasons. First,
tIc cause of lus abauidonment of the
sacrcd office. Tlic cause was simply a
difference of opinion betmeeci hirn and


