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communications, table mappings, mag-
netism,  mesmerism, and  mahatmas,
Oui of common aninul worship they
rushed into mystery more unfathomable
than any  Christianity ever pretended
to. and  more unsatisfying  than the
apples of Rodom. and now-t-duys they
el this rabbish by the high-sounding
name of Theesophy.  Christianity has
nothing:  to fear from  Theasophy.
Cicero  said that  there ix no-
thing <o  absard bur  what  some
philosoplier  had  s=aid  it.  And  =so
it may be hat there is nothing teoo
ridiculous for some nominal Christian
10 make himrelf a1 fool over. Yet. re-
member. polytheism in its old form, is
the warship of man by man.

<Can the worship f man by his fellew
2o farther tlumn, et us iy, in Brabimsas
India ¥ Yot it can go, and s gone
very  much farilier. Alout  Jus RC.
there arese. §t s supposed in Narth-
Sastern India, o prinee prophe’ Nida-
hartta. whom men  called Gotuna aor
the honormble mas=ter, and hie taught
new relizion or revived one that hisd
Deen long dead. Moraliy. it was 3 good
religion. that. called ihe  interpecvine
warriors of India to peace, and asserted
the sanctity of human Iife. a1 doctrine
whick Buddhist China aml Japan are
now honoring in the bresch wither than
in the observance. It «did uet ar finsst
rebuke the aking of animal life nor the
eating of anined foud. for Gotuna lost
hix Jife in his cigliticthh year by a teo
full el of pork. But it motte was
Pt an carth, and (or a time its moral
victoriex were marvellous. It was a
clean relizion too. reproving the sensual
orgics of the erveds tict went to make
up  Brahmanizm. o that  Aseka, ihe
ladidhist Constantine. in his pillar and
tock adicts tells how, Dlushing, e ree
iented his former years of uncleanness
and bloadshed. Yer, as Max Maller
sayy. ¢ The purest morality next fo that
of the Rible, was taughit by an athisti-
cal seel” The Buddhists are asheisis
they do not believe in God. This was

the result of a revolt against Dralinan
pretensions, for Gotama was no Iirah-
man ; he was of the warrior caste,
Kshattviya.  He sail  very scensibly—
‘You Brahmans worship your ancestors
and great men of the past, as if great
men beloms only to the past. 1 believe
in the continuance of truae gFreatness in
all ages. Whatever man has been, man
sm be. The traly great mawn is the
moral man, the man of werit.  Such
were some of Your :mcestors, and hy
virtue of merit they becune what You
il zods, and what we eall Buddhas,
Any man who will enter the path of
Iire, and through endless trunsmizmtion
will continue to acquire merit. may e
coine a1 Buddha, or. as you sy, o poed.”
The Brabhmans  were  conservative
They had severnl  thousand zodds al-
redy, and W Do necessity for in-
creasing the Pantheon with the naines
of modern siints. Henee. they and the

Juddiists fouzht umtil Ceylon bocune
the last refuge of the logieal sttheists
in Indis. The Ruddhisis believe in pen-
amucee and in puriory, in indulzences
wWhich moncy may by, and in other
side maas o heavens. but their ereed is
that every wan who has the dexice snd
the morsl Stresgih 1o persevere in the
path of life, way acguine in curse of
time sutlicient werit o ecome divine.
AR 2 matter of course all men do nat
become zads, Many become devils and
others lexs active il the various chan-
berss of the Buddhist hell.

If the eentinl prituciples of  Ruaddds
hism were operttive. there would he an
war between Buddhist China s Bad-
dhist  Japan. for pece is the  chief
oexentinil,. \What has  Christinnity 1o
fear frn Bsddhism » She has 1o fear
that the nominaily Christian foel whe
|y i his heart there is uo Gold. may
becanme a1 nominally Baddhist fool, aml
ask the world to wateh him in the cveal-
ution of hisJdivinity. This ix weak. bus.
wm the theorcticlly moral side. as dis-
tingzuished  from the  tinological, the
Ruddhist is streng.  His momls are al-



