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AT THE CITY THEATRES.
\O‘I‘\\'i'l’lI.\'l'.-\.\‘l)l.\(; the duficulties created by the wreck of the
IN <conman, a veny stnking performance of Wilson Barrett's famous

Sign of the Cross s bemyg given at the Academy of Music this
week,  The company contwns — great deal of genuine talent, and the
mounungs of the play are exc adent. At the tirst production on Monday
mght, there were repeatea calls before the curtam, and unmistakable
evidence was @iven that the dramatic stuations and strong acting took a
deep hold on the imaginatien and fechngs of all present,  The play s
worth seemg even a second tne. amd no one should nuss tis opportunaty
of witnessinge the most talhed-of drvma of recent years.

! x *
‘\YO‘!' therto this season have Montreai's music lovers had such a
AN treat as that provided at Her Majeste’s this we Miss Alice

Nielsen, m Victor Herbert's Smging Gisl, took a large and critical
house by storm on Munday evenng, and well did she and her company,
as well as the composition thev anterpreted, ment the generous appliuse
that came from cvery part of the theatre. I Cyrano de Bergerc was
but a partial success, The Smgimg Garl more than compensates for i, and
cveryone who has had 10 do with the latter. from 1ts first conception
onward, may justly ¢ ngratulate lmsell or bersddf on the result. The
stage manager. Mr o Juhan Muchell. has risen 1o the vccanion and p o-
duced something that. frum an artistic point of view, is beantiful and
graceful throughout.  Puetier ballets were never evolved than those
which have dehighted the patro: s of Her Majesty™s this week.  As for the
music, Mr, Hetbert has given us sometlung which, while decdedty
supenor to the average opera comuque score from a musician’s stand-
puint, 1s. at the same tane, sunple, sweet, charningly melodious.  The
Legend of the Danube, we may be sure, has a long hife before 1, for
1t i tuneful and has positne musical ment. 1t created the utmost
enthusiasm

Miss Nietsen s singing better f anvthing, than at any previous tme.
She is popular with her audiances, and has free scope tn The Singing
Gerl for her wanning manner, as well as for her vocal talents  She s ably
supported by bugetie Cownles, Ruclie Lang, Josenh W H cbert, Joseph
Cawthorn, lohn C. Slavn, Miss Lualle Saunders, Miss lenme Hawley.
Miss Ursula Gurnett, and the mimor members of her company.  The
opcra is not strong n humor, but more han repays for it fack m this
respeet By the beaaty of as thasic, and the grwe and chasm of ats geaeral
concephion and seiting
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l)l.\'lik() S The Amazons 1y receving an adequate production at the

Franca  and makes, on the whole. a capital entertunment.  Th -
quostion of phivaieal culture among womien 1~ treated w a farcicatly
satieal manner, but no parucular conclusion is lunted at. In thar
several parts the Francais company give a performance against which no
cntasm can be urged.  The whole play s welt done. and., as a musth-
provokes, notnng bettes has been seen here this season,  The vaudeville
performance this weck s scarcely up to the average of such performances

at the Francars.
. .- -

COTING ATTRACTIONS.

FPHE attmction at the Academy of Music for the weck commenang
l September 16 will be The Devil’'s Auction.  Manager Vale s

mtroducinty many novelties, special acts, ctc., in s longlinved
spectacle which has been so pojular 1n the past.  Ameng the many
acquisiions will he the brothers Deltorcll, the brothers Lorella, James
A. Kicmnan, Victona Walters, and others, who will antroduce a number
of novel features, which, with beantiful scenery, good ballet dancng,
ctc.. ought to make a very pleasing performance.
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ORN PHILIP SOUSA'S latest and most brilhiant comie opera, The
J Brule Elect. will have uts imnial heaning in Montreal at the Academy
aext Monday night. Sousa has now uncqualled cminence as a
water of strnng and popalar music  In The Bade Elect, he has
wntten the book as well as the nwic and appeans to have found cqual
success as hibrettist and composer.  The Brde Elect wis for several
weeks the chicf musical praduction of last scason in Boston, and 1t after-
wands finished a particnlarly  successful six weeks” engagement in
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Philadelphia.  The scene is 1aid on the baatful Lland of Capri, in the
Bay of Naples, which gives abundant opportunity for picturesque effect
0 the scenic artist.  Mr. Sousa has imagined on this istand, two smali
kingdoms, and the story tells of the intrigues, passions, and martial
struggles of the two petty potentates, ‘The opera will be magnificently
wounted.
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N eaceedingly pretty Eunglish story is told in Robert Drouet's comedy
4 drama A Woman's Power, which 10 be presented at the Theatre
Francais next week for the first e in Montreal.  Mr. Drouet
has written a1 unbier of charming plavs, indluding Doris, which wade
such a distinet hit at the Theatre Franeais a few seasons ago. A
Woman's Power deals with a roving artist's life.  ‘Ihe artist arriving at
abttle country village is scen by alady of souety, who, out of pique,
and not because she loves him, marries hitn.  After years of many trials
and tnbulanons she finds that she loves him and of course all ends
happily. There are, however, a2 number of intensely interesting situa-
tions, and Mr. Drouet has not forgotten that theatrical audiences are
fond of humor. ‘Fhe part of the artist will be played by Mr. Lucus
Henderson. and the lady who weds him will be in the hands of Miss
Helen Byron. ‘Thereas a large vaudeville bill already engaged for the
week, mncluding Bernice, the fanous swimmer, who appeared at the
‘T'oronto Fair . Sanles and Wilson, singing sketch team, and Higgins
and Leslie, who are said by the newspapers of New York to be humor-
ists of the first-class.
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THE STAGE IN GENERAL.

ECKY SHARP has been the subject of much diflerence of
opmion amongst the theatrical enties of New York.,  Vopue says,
however. that cven those most disposed to seventy admit that

the play is destined 1o havea loag lease of life. *° It may not suggest
‘Thackeray s *Vanity Fair' i the least; in fact 1t m iy tsavesty the classic,
but it cannot be gainsaid that the story, the setting and the costumes are
such s 1o capt-vate the average theatre.goer.™

Another attempt to dramatize Dickens ** Fale of Two Cities ™ has
heen made  The playas presented at the Herld Square Theatre, New
rk, with Mr Henry Miiler in the star role of Sydaey Carton.

“The most successful of the new plays in New York is said to be The
Tymany of Tears, played by Mr. lohn Drew.  1tas a picture of present.
day life, and the dialogue is <aid 10 be exceptionally elever and vivacior

A stronger of the | § of the theatrical
profession in Amenca than the following, from The New York Dramauc
Afirror, could not well he conceived : ** No one that says that the stage
in this country at this tim * needs a censorship of the ¢ ght sort, mdigns
the stage  ‘The stage it ¢If is in hands that would paralsze its lugher and
morc healthful operations, and devote it to the baser uses that correspond
10 the lower impulses and overmastering greed of its enstavers. It is not
in A norT.a! condition, because its sources have been and are being pol-
luted by ontrolling interests that make ostentation, sensation and
vulgarty pismary, and all that coacerns true art secondary.

In conve-sanon, John Philip Sousa impresses one very much as does
his music.  hic inspires one and gives onc fresh interest in the worl d and
i hife  As he taits his originality becomes dommant.  You know heis
ambitious, so that doesn’t snpress you, but with all the promuse
the future holds for him, Soust is not a man of conceit. A friend
said to hun the other dav - " But success is an old story to you.”" Quick
as a tlash he replicd: **Suaccess is never an old story.  When a inan is
sure of himself, when he segards bunself as infallible, then he is beginning

to dechine.””  “The Bride Elect, he confesses, caused him mare w, and
anxicty than any opeta he has ever produced. T was ible for

pvoth the words and the music.”” he said. **1 had 2 new and original
proposition to mahe to the public.  How would 1t be recaved 2 Already
my music has pleased. but how about my book, my songs, my satire. Tt
15 subtle.  lts humor is morc hike the lancet than the battlesaxe.  You
sce. 1 have no man knock another on the head with a club, or throw him
through the window, 1 order to make a point. 1 think the day of horse-
play in opera 1s over. At any rate 1t is nearing its end.  Awmcrica has
heen a great commercial country.  \We have been a busy nation, but. in
my opinion, the art centre of the warld is to be America. The Amencan
people have a keen appreaiation of art, and America is turning out good
artists, writers and musicians,”  The Bride Eleet has not been thought
outnaday. The composer has had it in his mind for a long time, and
seraps of it have heen committed 1o paper from time to time. For
nstance, that most original of topical songs, ** The Muacal Goat,”” was
suggested before El Capitan was a reality,  In Washington, onc day,
Sousa was in a phonograph shop, when a goat passcd,  Sousa fancied he
sniffed at the thought as he went by, and 1he theught flashed across lus




