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b2 prouzl of lier stimîps, and iighrlt even
congratulate licricîf witî li.tvitii no L'est-
iaster LNutloek, îvith hlis blatalit vaster
empire than has beeni and Xtiiztï stanps
thiat persist tilt tliat particular Christmnas
is gonle, throut'h a %wlile yaeven iuntîl
tlue coming of tliis se.tson\' flowers tlîat
blooin iii the sprinfr.

I think a littie observation of the staînps
of CGreece, S teradadsoine fem- other
countries Nvou1d sierve to edlueite ot r ideais
alud wvin us awav froin the idea thlat a 1iost-
age stanî1p ean accept-ahly enîiate aI lobster
Cali lablîc.

United States iMinùtes.
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The present issue of envelopes is becoi-
ing( reniarkable for the nunîber of varieties.
Thirc recog-nized dies of the tmo cent, twio
of the tive cent, and latest is Die C of the
fouir cent.. This (lie C is distinguished by
thie omission of the serritted line ouitside
L'incolnis he-ad, and is conspicuoils iii its
vaiationi.

Fiscal collectors would (Io weIl to look
olit for the provisionial Philippine revenues
soine of tiiese are surcliarged. on the U. S.
'egular issue, and otiiers are of original

dlesignf.
Mr. Neely, a United States postoffice

clcrk in Cuba, is adding to the joys of
philately, lie is alleged. to have failed. to
destroy $45,000 ivortit of tue surcliargd
U. S. stamps when ordered to (Io so, as lie
considered that this would tend to, deprive
collectors of a chance to compiete tlîeîr
sets of colonial îîrovisioîîals. His naine
should be bracketed with that of the gov.
ernor of Guamn as a philatelic phiianthro-
pist.

The Ainerican e,\hi ilit.at ti ho Exit(.sitivîii
viIl lio thje hlea(luarters for a uniiil1er. of

our proniineîit dealers anid coiiecctoîs. Uli-
fot.utelv t die Clerks ini chrg 1ave lier-
iiittel tile thleft of tllree slleers of prools
on1e of w hiedi i., the $48 miN~1 îd.
the United States exlîihîit, w llau mîas
iîclped o11L by abolit. $1000 wortli of pîriva-
te1l' Owned btamps mnlay not ho seut, on1
after ail. R, wiIl lie unfortmmtae siiould.
this ho tuie Case, as the stauîips (if dhis

coulitrv ils a %V1îoIe, and c~cîlyas re-
grards thic iew:spaper aifd revenues, are far
mlore beautifull thi In dhe 1ni of Eîî1,cane11

Th'le ýets of îiewvsuîalîr a îd jtuliecaiiil

stanmps, se îîîuceli iialigie<l ,are groiflgto
be ,o(l proper'y %vithiîî live 'J'-.lie
issue was 50,000, and of tlieso quite a nuin-
beir were îiot sold, and emiougl wec turnied
in «it thie clo>e of Iat ear1 to miore Ii fin
militer 1)al-znee the imumber of sets in col-

lectiolîs prior te tuie iu.A reprîîî, %%vas
mnade of the ighler values, anxd an apparent
storin of protcst, followed. More apparent
thon real, a storin te causeC tii<d cua
tors to unload their tîni-el NNmm ith
the WvOUld-Ibe spectilators wvlit) fhnd they
need. the cash, tiiese sets aue uir seliîî
fromi $4 up. Biht no one -slouid presun-e
on this unsettled. condition to put off the
acquisition of a set; thîe liîîrry-3 eaulsed by
this ilemozding ivill piss off iii a var at

most, and then the risc wvill bc rapid. The
stnmnps arc beautifuil, and the Seebeeks
arc ait ever present examaple of tlîe filet
that beauty %vill atone for a multitude of
sis iii the direction of speculation. If yeti
bave sets, hold, oui to thern, if voti iinteid
to get a set, get it now, soine of the
big dealers are advertising theni helow the
govermment price, a condition that wora't


