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For The Amaranth.

THE WIFE UNMASKED.
A TALE.

Sir James Foeedors, a lively young Ba-
net with a large estate, and considerable ex-
ctations, happening to be thrown from his
2101, ONe summer evening, between London
d Windsor, by his inattention to a pair of
ettlesome horses, while he was staring at 2
ne girl sitting in a bow window at some dis-
nce from the road, was severely stunned by
s fall ; but bis fall was notatiended with any
ctures or dislocations.

When he recovered his senses, he was agree-
ly surprized to find himself attended by the
dy whom he had so much admired. He
erted partly from astonishment, partly from
¥, and on her making the most humane en-
iries about him, assured her, with manyv
ateful acknowledgements, that he felt no in-
nvenience from theawkward accident he had
at with. He also assured her that her soli-
1ude concerning him, gave hima satisfaction,
“hich was notin the power of words to de-
sibe.

Just when he had finished his additional as-
hrance, the father of his unknown angel—for
e sppeared to hiscyes angelically handsome,
tered theroom. Onherinforming him what
e had done, with the assistance of her ser-
ant, he comimended her lighly for her bene-
olent behaviour; he then addressed himseli
his unexpected guest, and told him that he
sincerely glad to find he had received so
e injury from the overurning of his car-
mege.

Sir James, not less satisfied with Mr. Wil-
oU's deportinent than he had been with his

violent fancy to you, and it will be worth your
while to improve his striking prepossession in
your favour.”

“1 gm afraid to believe, 3ir.” replied Char-
lotte, blushing, “that Sir James 15 as much
prepossessed in my favour, as I parually ima-
gine he is;—I will freely confess, that his be-
haviour to me is very flattening, and that I
never received civilitics from any gentleman so
agreeable to me.”

“Well, my dear, thne will shew whether T
am mistaken or not, if my conjertures are con-
firmed, vou will, I hope, give hune encourage-
ment.”

“All the encouragemunt which propriety
will admit of, father.”

Charlotte, when she uticred these words,
wished her father gouod night, and retired to her
own apariment. Shelonged indecd tobe alone,
but she wanted not to pay a visit to her pil-
low. Her mind was in such an agitated state
that she fclt no desire to close her cyes. She
went 10 bed, however, and in the midst of her
reflections on the adventureof the cvening, fell
asleep.

Sir James took leave of his hospitable enter-
tainer and his amiable daughter the next morn-
ing. At Ivs depariure, he begged the formerto
permit him to wait on the latter at bis return
from his farm. Mr. Wilmot readily granted
his request, and Charlotic modestly looked as
if his coming again would fill her tender heart
with the most pleasant cmotions.

Sir James having remounted the -haton,
proceeded to his farm, having some busimess of
importance to transact there ; but he earnest-
ly wished at the saime time, that no business
of any kind rcquired hus departure from Mr.
Wilinot's house, at which hegladly could have

eughter’s, invited them both, after having, | staved, in consequence of repeaied inviations,
ough unnccessanily, mentioned his name, to | had nat his domestic engagements demanded
sczmore farm, to whick place he was going, | his atteation.  As soon as he had finished his
hen he wus so unscasonably interrupted.— ! busincss at Freenrore farm, Sir James retarned
¢ then prepared to take his leave, but as ittia Mr. Wilmot's house, and was received in
g2 hate, Mr. Wilmot eéntreated him toremain | the hindest manner by Miss Wilmot,—which
7 the night at his house. was particularly gratufying to Sir James. His
Sy James wantcd no pressing ; he aceepted | passion for her increased every day. He was
» invitation with a greatdenl of pleasure, and | quite a disintcrested lover, for her foriune was
herlotte was not at all displeased with her ! not sufficient to render himienvious of her mo-
ther's proceedings.  Sir James, during th~ incy  He loved her for herself alone, and mar-
=rse of the evening, made his company ¢x- | ricd het in 2 few weeks after his proposals hed
emely acceplable both teo Air. Wilniot and | been offired and aceepted.

is danghter; when he retired to his chamber,
2 following dialogue passad between the fa-
and daughter—

“This is 2 fortunate adventure. I think my
s gl Sir James bas, I am sure, wken 2

Charlotte, when she became Lady Freemorg,
was an unexceplionable charneter! her good-
ness was cqual 0 her beauty ; but having been
cducated in a privaic way, and seen nothingof
the world, she wes not thoroaghly quelified to



