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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON FASHION AND
DRESS.

A change, which may be regarded as an im-
rrovement, has, within the last fewwecks, been
;;,r:vin:llly cffected in the shape of bonnets. They
are now worn more forward and less open round
the face, the crown slopes less backward, and
¢ ends of the front meet under the chin. The
material with which the frame is covered, whe-
der silk, satin, or velvet, is usually put on
qu-e piain, and upon it velvet and black lace
sredisposed in a variety of tasteful wogs, For
tomnets adapted to a plain style cf walking
dress, velvet i3 much employed, and it is a ma-
wrial well suited to the present cold weather;
e various shades of maroon, dark blue, and
geen, are most fashionable. Bonnets composed
wholly of velvet are usually trimmed with bands
of the same, or with bands of satin, each band
wing edged with narrow black lace. Round
ihe front of the bonnet there may be a fall of
nther broad black lace, turned back, or a small
tiack lace veil may be worn, descending sufli-
Gently low to cover the upper part of the face.
The under trimming should eonsist of coloured
dwers, mingling with the bows of black or
cioored velvet, dispesed in a simple style, so
ssnot to interfere with the neglige effect of the
taunet.

For bonnets of 2 more showy character, silk
or satin are favourite materials.  Silk is parti-
whrly fishionable. A bonnet of groscille-
whred silk, trimmed with black velvet and
iice, ks & most elegant effeet.  Brown, green,
wd dark blueare also highly fashienable. We
tave seen bonnets in cach of the above-named
wleurs, entively covered with rows of narrow
back velvet ribbon ; the rows being crossed one
aer the other, so as to form a lozenge pattern,
Smetimes the rowsof velvet are partly disposed
inthis manner, and partly laid straight; the
sraight rows being usually edged with narrow
blcklace. The velvet, instead of black, may
beof the same colour as the silk which covers
thebonnet.  The same style of trimming is em-
tloyed for fancy straw bonnets, which, even at
the present season, are not wholly laid aside,
i) which derive an appearance of warmth and
wlidity from the trimmings of black lace,

The fashion of wearing jackets or casques of
wlvet, with skirts of different materials, is still
tits height, and we are pleased to see it, for
never was there a more gracefularticle of dress,
The trimmings are infinitely varied. Some nre

sleeves edged with deep fringe, intermingled
with bugles. Others are ornamented with cm-
broidery in twisted silk, executed in such 2
manner as to producea velief which shows very
cffectively on the velvet.  Black lace is n favor-
ite trimming for jackets, whether made of black
or any dark coloured velvet. The basque and
sleeves may be edged with three rows of narrow
lace, or onerow of broad lace forms in itself the
basque. When the basque is formed in this
way, the sleeves are edged with two rows of
lace, somewhat less broad, and set on full, so as
to form a sort of double ruffle just below the
elbow.

We have seen a very elegant jacket composed
eutirely of bands of \Cl\l.t separated by rows
of violet colored ribbon  The ribbon was edged
at cach side with narrow black lace and down
50 as to form a bouillonne hetween each band of
velvet. The basque and sleeves were edged
with three rows of narrow lace, drawn in ful-
ness.  The jacket corsage was worn with a jupe
of violet coloured tafiety, with three flounces.
At the bottom of each flounce there were two
rows of narrow black velvet, edged at cach side
with narrow black lace. This very elegant dress
was worn with a round cap of black lace, encir-
cled by a wreath of pansies made of violet co-
lored velvet. Two barbs, or lappets of black
luace, flowed loosely over the shoulders.

CHESS.

(To Correspondents.)

Auv—The Black Knight, In the position sent, gives
legud cheek to the adverse King.

E. 8., 1amiLrox.—~Your solutious are perfectly correct,
but in your remarks on our List problem you have evi
dently mistaken It at K Kt 3d for one of White's pleces,
owing, doubtless, to the huduess ofour Chess fount, which
has Ieen very imperfectly cast.

V. W.—Certainly a King can Castle after being checked.
Get the ¢ Chess-player’s Handbook,” and familiarise your-
self with all these things before youattempt to play a game,

F. W, 8.—You must retract the moves to the point
where the first check was given by White; and, if thea
Black cannot evade that check, be is of course cheek-
nmated.

Solutions to Problem No. 15, by J. B, E. S. of Iamil-
ton, W. C. C, and Amy are correct,

Solutions to Enigmas in our last by E. 8. of Hamilton
Amy, Tyro, A. M. S,, andJ B., are correct.

SOLUTION TO l‘ROBLl:«\I No. XV.

White. Black,
3. Q takes B (ch). K takes Q.
2. R to QR 4th (ch). K toQ Kt 4th (best).
3. R to QR 5th (ch). K moves.
4. Kt to K 6th (ch). K moves.

5. Kt to Q B 6th, drawing tho game by giving per-

Tiehly trimmed with jet, or have the basque and

potual check.



