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HISTORY OF THE WAR OF 1812,

“1 have ordered the batteries to be dis-
mantled, the guns withdrawn, and the bag-
gage, with the wounded men who can be
removed, to be sent to the rear, in order that
the troops may return to Chazy to-morrow,
and on the following day to Champlain,
where I propose to halt until I have ascer-
tained the use the enemy propose making of
the naval ascendancy they have acquired on
Lake Champlain,

“I have the honour to transmit herewith
returns of the loss sustained by the left
division of this army in its advance to Platts-
burg, and in forcing o passage across the
river Saranac. I have the honor, &ec.,

GEORGE PREVOST.
Earl Bathurst, &c.

Return of killed andwounded ;—2 captains,
1 ensign, 4serjeants, 30 rank and file, 1 horse,
killed, 1 general staff, 1 captain, 6lieutenants,
7, serjeants, 135 rank and file, 2 horses,
wounded ; 4 lieutenants, 2 serjeants, 1 drum-
mer, 48 rank and file, 6 horses, missing.

Missing—T6tk foot ;—Lieutenants G Hutch,
@. Ogilvie, and E. Marchington.

Canadian Chasseurs ;—Lieut. E. Vigneau.

EDW. BAYNES, Adj.-Gen., N. A,

From Sir James Lucas Yeo to Mr. Croker.
H. M. 8. St. Lawrence, Kingston,
Sir, September 24, 1814.

“J have the honor to transmit, forthe infor.
mation of the lords commissioners of the
admiralty, a copy of a letter from Captain
Pring, late commander of his majesty’s brig
Linnet.

“It appears to me, and 1 have good reason
to believe, that captain Downie was urged,
and his ship hurried into action, before she
was in a fit state to meet the enemy.

“T am also of opinion, that there was not
the least necessity for our squadron giving
the enemy such decided advantages, by go-
ing into their bay to engage them. Even
had they been successtul, it would not in
the least have assisted the troops in storm-
ing the batteries ; whereas, had our troops
taken their batteries first, it would have
obliged the enemy’s squadron to quit the
bay, and give ours a fair chance.

I have the honor, to be, &ec.
JAMES LUCAS YEO,
Commodore and commander in chief.

J. W. Croker, Esq., &e. &ec. &e.

ties intended for disputing the passage, which
afterwards enabled us to hold the bridges against
- very superior numbers. From the 7th to the
14th, the enemy was employed in getting on
his battering-train, and erecting his batteries
and approaches, and constantly skirmishing at
the bridges and fords. By this time the militia
of New York and the volunteers of Vermont
were pouring in from all quarters. I advised
General Mooers to keep his force along the Sa-
ranac to prevent the enemy’s crossing theriver,
and to send & strong body in his rear to harrass
him day and night, and keep him in continual
alarm, The militia behaved with great spirit
after the first day, and the volunteers of Ver-
mont were exceedingly serviceable. Our
regular troops, notwithstanding the constant
skirmishing, and repeated emdeavours of the
enemy to cross the river, kept at their work
day and night, strengthening the defences, and
evinced a determination to hold out to the last
extremity. It was reported that the enemy
only waited the arrival of his flotilla to make a
general attack. About eight in the morning of
the 11th, as we expected, the flotilla appeared
in sight round Cumberland Head, and at nine
bore down and engaged at anchor in the bay off
the town. At the same instant the batteries
were opencd on us, and continued throwing
bomb-shells, shrapnells, balls, and Congreve
rockets, until sun-set when the bombardment
ceased, every battery of the enemy being silenced

by the superiority of our fire. _The naval en-
gagement lasted but two hours, in full view of
both armies. Three efforts were made by the
enemy to pass the river at the commencement
of the cannonade and bombardement, with a
view of assaulting the works, and they had pre-
pared for that purpose an immense number of
scaling-ladders. One attempt to cross was
made at the village bridge, another at the up-
per bridge, and a third at a ford about three
miles from the works. At the two first he was
repulsed by the regulars—at the ford by the
brave volunteers and militia, where he suffered
severely in killed, and wounded, and prisoners :
a considerable body crossed the stream, but
were either killed, taken or driven back, The
woods at this place were very favourable to the
operations of the militia. A whole company
of the 76th regiment was here destroyed, the
three Lieutenants and 27:men prisoners, the
Captain and the rest killed. I cannot forgo the
pleasare of here stating the gallant conduct of
Captain M‘Glassin, of the 15th regiment, who
was ordered to ford the river, and attack s
party constructing & battery on the right of the
enemy’s line, within 500 yards of Fort-Brown,
which he handsomely executed at midnight,
with 60 men ; drove off the working party, con-
gisting of 150, and defeated a covering party of
the same number, killing one officer and six
men in the charge, and wounding many., At
dusk the enemy withdrew his artillery, &e.



