
epidemic infectious diseases is not uniforrn. In gexieral, the
weII-endowed, except the very richest, are more seriously
afflicted than the poor. The diseases whichi more commonly
affect the poor, are choiera, small-pox, mneasles, and typhus,
while the aristocratie diseases are diphitheria, croup, whooping
cougrh, and scarlet fever. Infeebjous diseases are, as a whole,
60 per cent, more prevalent in the cellar homes than in high
life. Diplitberia and scarlet Lever show a decîded aversion to
downstairs life. Croup is less at home there than measies and
whooping cougrh. Ail diseases are not affected alike by cellar
life. Agrain, considering three, four and five persons per rooin
as over-crowding, 1(bsi found that measies and whooping
cough are greatly increased by over-crowding, wvhile scarlet
Lever and diphtheria are flot affected. The increase for measies
was found to be 364 per cent. in houses with more than five
persons to a room. This fact awakens questions regarding the
mnethod by whichi these diseases propagate themselves.

EAÀtTlHwon.%s AGAIN.-The science column of the Iiidepen-
dlent reports as one of the miost reinarkable scientific discoveries
of the day, that of Miss Adele Fielde, forinerly a missionary in
China. Miss Fielde found that the common earthworm,
Livnmbricus terriestris, after its head has been eut ofl, lias the
power of regrenerating the whiole of the dismeinbered portion.
Shie recounts lier experiments with great iniinuteness. Man3 r
incidentai facts were discovered duringc her investigations.
"For instance, no wormn lived more than a few hours Nvhen

exposcd to tie air, but tliey would live in water fromn eleven to
fourteen days, when the water was changred dai]y, a very littie
air seem-ing to be necessary to support their lives. This explains
wlîy worms can ]ive in the earth for days saturated by water
during heavy rains. Eiglît posterior segments of worms,
Of fromn twventy to thirty segrments, during forty days
of observation, did not lengtlîen at either end, but increased
in lengthl by the gyrowth of new haif-segîinents between the
others. The brain of the earthwvorm lies in the third anterior
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