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less verbosity. One of the highlest compliments whichl can be
paid to any public speaker was, by thie common consent of
reporters, bis due. His speeches woul unifornily beai' publica-
tion just as they were delivered, Nvithout those abundant eorrec-
tions, modifications and elisions for whichi inany an orator of
renown lias to thank the skilful reporter.

Space would fail to tell of the course of the strugglre in the
old Parliament of Canada for thc refornis above indicat<L Su£-
fiee it to say thiat Mr. Maltckreiizie tuokl a- yeoman's part iii the
figlit. For several years af'ter Confederation M1r. Mackenzie
hield seats in both the Dominion ]?arliaient and the Ontario
Legrisiature, as was peri.ssible., until forbid<.ln by an Act of the
Local Leg,(isiature. In flic latter capacity lie served as the first
and ablest, lieutenant of Mlr. Edward Blake, and on M1r. Blake's
coiiiingr into power, MIr. Mackenzie wvas nmade Provincial Treas-
urer, a position whvlichli e ltilled withi inucli ability. In thie
Dominion hie soon becamie tlie recognriizedl leader of the Opposi-
tion whNichl wws slîortly organized agrainst tlie coalition govern-
ment of whIiich Sir Jolîiî A. %Iacdoiiald wvas leader. The years
whlîi mntervene1 bct.weeni the flrst session of the Dominion
Parliament, and the downfall of Sir Jotinîs diitrtoin
1873, were, memorable years. Many important questions were
debated witlî great ability by the opposing forces. Sonie legis-
lative acts and p)recpdeni,., whiclî were sternly opposed by thc
party undler Mr. ackenizie*s leadershipjihave had mnuci to dIo witlî
deteriniing tlîe course of subsequent events, and the influence
rif soine of tleie, baneful or otlîerwîse, as viewed by the opposite
parties, is still powerful ini slîaping tlîe course of Caîiadian Iiis-
tory. It will be for posterity to decide wlîose principles were
the sounder, and wliose political foresiglit flic clearer, in regard
to tiiese. W97 are still too near the scene of action to get tie
correct Perspective.

MNr. M.ýackenzie was Prenmier of Caniada from the 7th of
Kiovemiber, 1873, to the I Otlî of October, 1878. The events wlîich
led to lus accession to power and to his overtlirow, withi tlie bis-
tory of the interveningt years, would afford nuaterial for a chapter.
I inust dismiss it wvitlu a single renîark. It lias becomne customary
iin soine newspaper cirelles to speak of the years of Mr. Macken-
zie's admiinistration as coniîparatively barren of inmportant legis-
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