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A LETTER addressed to the xneînbers of
the Britisli Ilouse of Conimons by Lord
Hlenry Buce, in reference to the (1wellings
of the poor, states that there are more tit.in
50,000 famnilies in London alone who have
only one rooni eachi to live in, and w-ho
exist more like vernini tholuin iiani beings.
They are driven out of one p)lace into
another, although no0 better acconmmodia-
tion is provided for thein. The Peabody
Trustees have (101e a great (leai of good,
but they have not goxie down to the
Iowest stratmmii.

A LAW passed by the Federai Council of
Switzerlanid decrees that in outbreaks of
sîiail-pox, choiera, typhoid fever, or the
iiiaguie, te authorities of te canton in
whichi the epidemic lias al)leared must ex-
amine the dwellings, the water, and food-
stuifs in use ; they mnust provide umeans of
isolation and of special conveyance for the
patients, and appropriate refuge foir persons
not attaieked wvith the epidemnic.

IN Switzerland tlîey are looking wveii
after the food supply. In Zurich during
three miontlîs not less tua» 678 sanîples of
inilk were exaniined by the police-officer,
and in 227 suspicious cases by the analyst
of the canton or at the towns laboratory.
In 23 cases, wliere the standard amnount of
fat and ashes wa. flot reached, the naies
of the fraudulent dealers were publishied.
During the saine Lime 622 samples of meat
'vere examined, and those consigninents
which were not acconîpanied by a certi-
ficate of the meat examiner of the iL came
froin were sent back to the seller.

THE price of freedomn (fromi diease) is
eternal vigilance (in the miaLter of cleanli-
ness).-N. Y. Medical Times.

DR. CHRISTIE, editor of the Sanitary
Journal, Glasgow, 'vishies to give promin-
ence to the fact tlîat scariatina is contag-
ious from the moment tlîat the disease first
declares itself, even before the appearance
of the scarlet rash, and that te proces of
isolation and disinfection should be coin-
nienced, at the earliest period of the stage
of invasion, even before the disease has de-
clared itself by the scarlet efflorescence,
and long before the stage of desquamation,
or peeling of the skin, has begun.

FREQuENT Co31PLAINrs are made in var-
ious journals, especially in Eng]and, o)f the

annoyance arising froin the wliistle on
trains. The fact is that Lthe unnece8sarýy
ani exaggerated shrieks. and yells whlîi
are in(lulged in], nonminally for signaliing
purposes, on railways ini towns are a source
of serious and constaiîtly recurring zinnoy-
«anct-, and even injury. to the inhabitants
of adjacent bouses.

TIIE lîrevaient idea that miushiroomis are
a nutritîous food is flot supported by facts.
Recent investigations show thiat they con-
tain but littie nutrimnent ; n soine varie-
tics te nutritive value is ainiost niil.

AT the Association of American Physi-
cians, Dr. lienderson, of Albany, reported
in detail the histories of twenty-niîîe cases
coming tînder bis observation. in wlîich
various diseases appeared to hiave been due
to the inhalation of sewer-gas. He tiiouglit
it p)robable that; Lhe foilowing înay resuit
froin sewer-gas poisoning :voiniting and
purging, separateiy or conibined, general
debility, fever, sore tiiroat of a dipthieritie
type, nleuraigia and perhaps niyelitis.

A RIVER Of Soup, thme Union Medicale
regards thme Seine. whichi, an excliange
says, is suggestive of the slîipwreck of a
mienagerie. The foilowing defuîîct animal
organisins were removed fromn thîe river
within the limits of Paris during the year
1886 ; '2,021 dogs, 977 cats, 2,25 7 rats, 507
fowls and ducks, 210 hiares and rabbits, 10
sheep, 2- foals, 66 sucking-pigs. 5 pigs, 27
geese, 27 turkeys, 2 calves, 2 monkeys, 8
goaLs. 1 snake, 2 squirrels, 3 porcupines.
1 parrot, 609 birds (various), 5 foxes, 180
pigeons, 3 liedgeliogs, 3 peacocks, and 1
seal, besides 3,066 kilogrammes of offai.

DR. MARTIN, ini charge of Professor
Graucher's service, Paris, remarks ini (coin-
inunication to Phila. Med. Times). "Hy-
giene is of the utmost importance, and
whether we believe or flot in the import-
ance of the rôle acted by the micro-organ-
isms in the pathogeny of disease, lîygiene
can act ail the samne. It is enough to know
that some sort of contagion exists, and
that it is transmissible, in order to, have
good reason to prevent its transmission.
Most of us know enougu to niake a pre-
scription when we see a disease, but per-
liaps it wouid be better for us-if our clients
did as the Chinese, and pay as long as they
are kept weil.


