
thoy neglecting their opportunities of sorving
God and their nation, but indulging in criminai
luxury and pride. While yielding to the
siavery of base appetites they cherish an un-
warrantabie spirit of seif-security. They trust
in [Zion and the niountain of Saniaria a8
etrongholda whieh cannot be overthrown.
And this they do inspito of their knowlodge
of God's judgmente in the pa8t.

The prophet's picture of their conduct is
xnost vivid. Their moral decay is simpiy
appaling. Thoy are not only at, ease, but
they put off t'%A day of calnniity, and draw
near the sosc.sof injustice. They lie on
îvory divans and sprawi on their couches.
They eat lambs from the flock and calves frora
the midet of the stail. They prate or babble
to the sound of the viol, and as if they were
David himself, invent, for themn instruments of
song. Thoy drink wine by ewerfuls--water-
potfuis, and anoint, with the finest of oul, yet
neyer do thoy grieve for the havoc of Josephi!

What a description of moral depravity
among the upper classes, the rich, the rulers,
wha have weaIth aud power and a fores of
religion, but no conscience, or true patriotism,
or fear of God or regard for man ! So that
John Calvin truiy says of thora that, they prao-
tised 1'tyranny and took the liberty to ateai,
te roib, to plunder, te oppress. When, there-
fore, they hardened theesselves in ail kinds of
of licenticusness, bey then drew nigh the
throine of îniquity.»

-They were, so, bewitched by their own
arrogance and debased by their gross intem-
peranco that they laughed to scorn the niost
pointed and 8oiemu warnings addre.ssod te,
themn. Hence lsaiah represeuts thern as treat-
iug God i'ith contemipt. When hie cailed
t-hem te repentance ànd sorrow for their
abominable sine, they iuduiged ail the more in
««joy and giaduses, slaying oxen and kiiiing
si}eep, eating flash and drinking wine, and
saying, let us eat snd drink, for to-morrow wo
shail die." (Isa. 22:- 12-13.)

3. The tessons taught thom-
The flrst is a lesson of -warning frota the

past. The prophet, bids those who feel secure
in Zion and the mountain of Samaria Iearn a
lesson frora the experieuce of others. «IPmis
y. uÛto Caineh, and see; and frora theuce go
y. to Ha=ntb the great; thon go down te
Gath*of the. Philistines," etc. (v. 2.)

If these etrong fortresses were notsufficient
te arrest, the wrath of GIod, if his vengeance
wae oxceuted. against these fortified cihies,
then let no infatuation deceive you as to the
impregnabie nature of Zion and Samaria.

-"Pass over into, . Calneh, aud s;ec," etc.
"Consider, as in a mirror, what aiea can gain

by their pride and haughtines8,* when they
harden them8elves against God."1 Caltieh,
Hamath and Gath were laid wvasto becauso
they had multiplieci their inîquities and abu-,ed
God's patience, and niow how nierciful and
kind ho is la teachîig his own people and
warning thees by the righiteous retribution
which foUl upon others.

This is often his method of instruction, turs-
ing our eyes te what others endure for their
sinsbeforehis.hand is laidupon uspersonally, in
chastisemnent or judgmnt. Surely hîs tender
inercies are over ail bis works ; but the stroke
of justice mnust, uitimstely descend upon the
obdurateiy impenitent. This is the testimnony
of univerisal experience and of God's word.

Accordingiy the prophet teachesthese inten-
porate sud debauched ruiers a second aud
more store losson, viz, that, the judgments of
God shall certaîniy sud spcedily overtakie
themn. &ITherefore now shall they go captive
with the first that go captive," etc., (vs. 7-8).
And te put this beyond the possibility of ail
uncertaiaty it is added:- " The Lo.-d bath
sworn by himself."

The word of the Lord la as sure as his oath.
Why thon is the lutter emapioyed ? Tc inti.
mate that thero can be absoiutely no cliauge
or failure iu regard to the niatter referred te.
To make assurance doubly *sure -te, afford the
faith of mn the strongesù warrant.

Thus the priesthood of Christ (Psai. 110: 4,)
the promises te Abrahamn and David, were con-
firmed by an oath on the part of Jebovah
(Reb. 6: 13 and Act8 2: 29-30). No sub!ýe-
queut -eveiation could change or set aside
what was thus established.

A divine announcoment without the oath
migrht be added te, and so modified by a Inter
disclosure of God's purpose. Thus, for
exanipie: the threatencd destruction of
Nineveh deciared by Jonah (3. 4-10) was not
coufirmed by an oath, and was averted by the
faîth and rer%'ntance of the people.

No such iieis conternpiated by Amos.
The wickedness of the ruiers of t-ho people ha,
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