- 12: 33 43 3 }e.:, 2: :3, chh. 13: 13
She, not he, was the really needy one -
3:17, 18.)

11. The well—The woman can think only
of this well and its water. There were no
appliances at hand for raising water.  Usually
an earthen jar was let down by a rope and the :
stone curbing of ancient wells in Palestine is |
often deeply grooved by the friction of such:
ropes for many centuries. This well was
about 100 feet deep and nine feet in diameter’
wish a spring at the bottom, which is now
choked up with rubbish. It is quarned
through the solid rock.  The word for well in
verses 6 and 14 means properly “'a spring or
fountain,” the word used i t‘li»: verse means
““ a cistern or pit,” our word l
meanings according as we
or to the depth and shape «
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Come hither—X.
hither.” The sigh
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She had to come nearly a mile.

18. The first of receiving thus
water 1s to become thirsty forit.  Therefore he
skilfully touches the tender spot that she may
be aroused out of her spintual ;ﬁ*-{?!"lalh}ilﬁ}
(Ps. go:8.) Ohserve the delicacy with which
Jesus broaches this subject.  He knew all ab-
out the woman but preferred that her own:
lips and conscience shouid accuse her.
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" has been moved and the quesnan arises '

ﬁ’ Iiﬁa no husband—This answer
‘proves her sincérity and hér deep. interest in
the conversation. If she had beem
in a frivolous spirit, she would have pretended
to go for her hasband ‘without any intention of |
returning; if she had expected to receive mir-
: aculous water, she would have hastened for
im the sooner to get it and shyre it with him.
But she feels indistinctly that there is more in
the speaker’s words than she has quite grasped
and that he is one who constrains her to speak
truly.  Perhaps she had not been accustomed
to be spoken 10 so gemiv and so seriously, and
her better nature s awakening.  She cannot
utter a direct falsehood ndwr his pure eve
In quoting her words Jesus emphasises ¢ hus.
hand.” ** Huband 1 have none.” Undera
afsz‘ia,;ﬁx of her truthfulness, two mild
and gracious 1o be sarcastic, hn draws !
m vet tender hane
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But v would our Saviour have
Y orious iruths i answer a mlr
evasive remark?  We prefer the view
Y\?esicr*; ** flere 1s the very natural reply @
a soul which findt itself face face \%'ié
interpreter of the divine will.” Her conscie
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is pardon to be obtained »’  Sin 1s cont
how is it to be removed? Whege is God t
found? On this mount, or in Jeru
' This mountain—Mt. Gerizim, at the
i of which lies the well (Deut. 11: 29; 27



