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tias he forgottenghis priniscs eo soon t” ine
quited the dector in an indigoant tone-—
it is (oo Lad.!

1Oh, dooter, Lo wciciful; it is all my
fanlty” murmered the poor woman betweets
lier sobs My friend lookel astonished.
* Your fault, Mea Laicas; how 2ot 1 eliould
have pointed to you as atnodel wifes
surely weakne », and your love, makes
you accuse yourself utjustly.

*No, fir; no, 1 wishit were o, 1ehiould
not then have this hieavy weight on iy
heart,but it Iatno trueWhen wo wetemar
ried,’ sho continued, “my hiusbana had been
anabstainer for Lo years, | never thought
about the subjict L 1 koew him, and
then 1 gava iLup 1o pleaca bim, for 1 had
good health, and drank go little halitually,
that it was no sacrifiee; hub aftee 1 was
marricd, somotites 1 LIt lapguid and
weary, and then | would hiave my ofd rem.
ody, a nlass of nle. But T was not aatiaticd
with this; T wanted him to try it, for ho
was not very strong, aml used all my
power to get him to take a little,  ON,if 1
hiad but known how it would eng! Inever
succeeded till we came to Leeride; Lnt
whin wo camne 10 ace nhout our house,we
etayed all night at the ** Axcuor,” and 1
perruaded him to drink some ale’

At once, tho ecene beneath the ol onk,
threo Jears befote, flashed back on my re.
1neinbiance, and 1 arked if tho wae the
woman, and that the time..oonn.ios

*Yes, sir; iy poor husband would not
say " No" any fonger, and aftorwards he
could not ey * No" whon fellow-workmen
pressed him to take n glase.  Oh, doctor,
you know how comfortabile wo were when
ny boy was born, we wanted nothing;
now but for the charity ofour neighbours,

we should starve.’
1tricd to soothe her, and lead the poor

creature’sfthouglits (o Him who heals the
broken heart, but her teats only flowed

feeshe .
*Yes, sir; I know it will roon be over

with me, and T trust in Jesus® pliging
morcy; Lut, oh, iy child, wy child, who
will teach him to pray when Iam gone;
who will warn him against that which has
ruined his father, and Jaid his mother in
the gravel’ Wo were at a loss for com-
fort ; tho case eecmed hopoless,  Atlength
she checked her tears, and eaid, *Doctor,
my Lusband will listen to you; will you
talk to him once more I’

My friend prooised to do o ; and, as
shoe aaid Lier husband stayed at bowe on
Sunday evenings, he agreed to i, asif
by accident, ou the following Sabbath.. .,

At the timo appointed, 1again accom.
panied my friend. The intervening days
had been close, and 1 was startled at the
change in the invalid. She was lying on
a rudo, couch formed of old chairs; and
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seated on a tlool neat the widow, wae the
the rlouching figure of a man,  He rtarted
o our entiance, and would have Jeft the
room, out iny friond stopped bitn.  * Don’t
run away, Me, Lucas, 1 wanttoknow how
the little boy ir, Ohl leee you are afl
right, my little wany how are you, Mes*
faseas I

*1ehall soon be well, eif; my time is

drawing to ncloso very fast,' seplied the
woman, fiaing her large imploring eyes on
the doctor's face,

*Doctor,’ interrupted tha man, almost
fiercely, *1 with you would cure Jane of
talking such noneense, Sbhe has a bad
congl, andjthis closo weathermakes her
weak, sa ahe keegw talking ‘of dying; she
will be well enough when the weathergets
clentcre—wont shet*

* No, Mr. Lucas, sho,will nerer et well:
a fow days, perhapa a few hovrs, and your
child will only have you to depend ong 1
have told you so Jbefore’ *Doctor, you
st eave her; 1] tnean to reform, and 1
ean't live without her,! heartely murmered
the man.  *Tell me yon willeave her, and
1 will never tonch deink again: I won't
indced, 1 know,! liavy promised before,
but I'm i eatnest now.’

' Xo skill in tho wosld can eave your
wife mygpoor friend; but for the sake of
your boy, Jeb mo finplore you to touch it
nomote. 1 do noteavit isthe sole canee
of hier illuces, hut in hine greatly hactened
hee death”

‘Ol Charles, [my dear  husband,’
whispered the womsn, *1 persuaded you
to drink ; 1did you u great wrong; I am
going fast:2inkpity listen to wy dyiog
prayer; give up the drink altogether,
oever taste it again,’and 'then we niy
toon meat sgain ; but, ohi! my busband,
no drunkasd ean ¢nter Jeavenand 1 cane
not, oh?! 1 cannol eay good-bye for ever,
Heary toarsrolled duwis hier sunken cheeks
as she conlinued—*Forgive ma, dearest;
1 have cavsed all our mitery—you would
have kept the pledge but for me. Oh!
Jet the hear you eay sou will give it up,
I cannot dle without the hope of sesing
you sgain. You will give it up for the
sako of our boy. Say that you will; and
when I am gone, gu back to Leeside; the
kind doctor will help you!

The wan had suok into a scat rear his
wife, and was sobbing like a'child. Taking
her thin haud in both hiz own, * Forgive
you," he said, ¢ I have nothing to forgive.
You have been a good wife to me; you
did not know what a weak wretch I was;
but, God, helping me, I will never taste
drinkfagain. Oh! Jane, my wife, my
dear wife, must we part to soon !

With s few words of pity and encouraga
ment, my friend rose to depart, promising
to call agaio in afow days We went

tut the door was lastened nad the curlain
deawn before the window; and a neighe
lour informed s Mes, Lucss died in her
husband's atmnu the day before,

On telurninglfo my own hotae, | 1o
quested to be tohd il the man kept bis
tesolutiotr, and, about twelvemonths afier,
my friend wrote that the man, Lucas, was
Just gone with hischild, tack to his native
place to die. A weak eonatitution had
been impalecd by diinking, and gelef for
his wifa did the real.  He aunk rapidly,
but kept his promire; nnd the clergyman
she liad often vivited hin, spoke hope-
full vt his prospects bioyond the grave.

1 never forgot that dying Lied, and never
drank afterwards s Lut at all time and
scncons in my pulpit minlstrations, at the
tables of the atiluent, and in my cottage
vieitations, 1 have urged on all, capecially
women, fAe Tnecensity and duty of lolal
obutinenee from all that ean inlosicate—
and myleMlurtn and prayers bave heen
blesaed,

On women cepecinlly, | ray, lsve 1
wiged this duty; for noinfluence is so
petent as theirs, anil none hiave a more
tender and vital Interest in the matter.
TTome is woman's Jistinctive ephere~the
arena of lier duties, tho chosen ecene and
clement of her earthiy bfise. Dirink is
the deadliest of all dewolators of homne,
proving the bane of its happiness, the
blight of ita affections, the drain of itsre.
sourcee, tho desccrator of its sirtucs, the
srchspoilator and poieoner of allits in.
terests.  Whoaver would bo att enemy of
home, and of all that s tenderly, aflection.
stely, and confidingly domestic, let him
frequent the publichoure, and drink him.
slf deunken, Whoever is a frfend of
home, sud of all that is homely, Jet him
totally, heartily, and persistently abstain
from all that intoxicates; for the cup of
the drunkard is & * cup of devile,' in which
is ‘the polton of arpa’ the ¢ hitterncer of
death,’
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