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a pity that the pracuce of making n ditlerenee
hetween the two sacioments, or of givang haptsm
to non-comnunicants, shaould ever have creptinte
our Church,  This custom took s nse from twe
opposite (xtremea, wanely, Cxteme partfanisn,
and extreme larity.  But, however dflicult, n
tnust he discontinued, and every othies cusiom for
which there i not the shiadow of nnthority m the
Word of God. ‘The Minwte of our Synod of
1850, upon thns subgeet, 10 adimrable, and should
be in the handsof every one I, a< we have -
dicated, thore only who are * in full communion”
with the Chureh, shiould recewe baptism for thewr
children, then it follows that these, in the julg.
ment of charity, should be believers or visible
gaints ; and however ditlicult it may be to aet
conscientiously up to this, we fear it e cruclty to
the parties themselves to do mberwise.  The
writer, while endeavoring aecordingly 10 catry
out this sule, has aleendy detayed giving ordr-
nauces to many applicants, fondly hoping that by
stich delay he and his' elders might huve many
opportunities of wstructing thew 5 but, 1o therwe
utter gricf, the greater part have found a city of
refuge it the hosou of the « Kick.™  Thege par.
tiea incur u fearful rexponsibility by thus viraally
doing all they can to defeat a godly deciphine
‘Fhere is already too much of the spirit of wmsnb.
ordination in this country, without being snll
moare encournged by a professedly Chpstian
Lhurch,  Refering again 1o the evideners of
«credible Christianity, family worship should be
- amade’a gine qua non, ‘Ul writer acts spon this
vand the consequence is, that probably abious
_eixty families of his charge have et up family
worship within the last two years. It may be
daid down as a general axiom, that family wor-
shipis a uniform accompaniment of vital religion ;
it was so in the best days of Israel, in apostolie
“timeg, in the times of the Retormation, and of
genuine Revivals; and if our Chuscis is ever to be
gpiritually baptized, the same result will appear.
There are many collateral and interesting
questions which might advantageously he dis-
cussed ; but these, however, 1nust be re:erved for
a future occasion. In the meantime we nay
state that, it is not meant by the foregoing re-
marks, that our Church, as a body, is behind any
Charch in Canada, in purity of communion—far
from it. Yet we have nothing to boast of, and
there is much room for improvement, and search-
ings of heart.
GLeNgARRY, Dec , 1851,
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PRESBYTERIAL VISITATION OF
CONGREGATIONS.

The best effects have gesulted from this prac-
tice, wherever it hias bren vigorously prosccuted.
The results, 1 the smali extent to which hasbeen
attenipted in our own Church, are all in favor of
the prastice.  We hope to be able in our next
issue to give a prenty full report of the doings and
success of the visitng deputaninns, which have
been, and will still ke, at work in the different
preshyterics.

4 The Presbyterian Cliuech ia England, at the

smeeting of their Synod, appointed deputa-
tions 1o go forth 1o all their preshyteries, with ihe
view of informing the people respeeting the posi-
tion and prospects of the Church, and to plead i
behalf of the achemes. From a very full and in.
teresting report drawn up by Dr. Lorimer, the
Convener of the Deputation Commiittec, we cut
the following extracts, referring only to two con-
gregations, viz., Dudley and Birmingham. A:
the former there was an excelient meeting :—

*“The spacious apattmeat was crowded in
cevery corner,  The walls were tastefully denos.
ated with tlowers, and tables were artaeged and
pleatilully provided to give tea toa company of
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not less than 300 persons.  Rich and poor, young
and old, Preshytenaa and [ndependeny, Bapnst
and Metlodist, wege here all met together
happy armony

*We are gratfied to find, from Mr. Lewis's
speecly en this oceasion, that our foends at Dude
feey have recently faken steps towards the reduc.
non of the heavy debt stid pressing vpon ther
new church; and we did ot omit to encourage
e to go on with this loeut effort, ut the ane
rigte that we expressed our hope that shey would
work their Associnion for the mote general obe-
jeets of the Chureh, as well as for thar own cou-
gregationul objects
eaninple set before them of ths wise aad hberal
candunation of fecal wah general objec's by ther
near nerghbore at Bumingham ; and this exame-
ple 1 have no doubt they will fojlow—for though
they may not be able to do so much as hax been
done at Buenghom, thege is nothmg to lunder
them from domng samething proporuvnate o Micie
means, with equal heatt and alaenty.
my, § nee ! hardly add, wentoff vesy successfully.
1t was no dillicult iatter to pleiee an azrembly
in which every one was so willing to be pleased.
‘The spreches were agreeably and profitably di-

vepsified by picees o1 sacted mugic, eaceuted by a |

band of congregationat amateurs; and altogether
we teceived the impression that the whole arnt
and anystery of getting up a svecessful soiree, is
thasoughly understood at Dudley—as thotoughly
us the unt of making nals or smclting iron.—
They gave the depusation an eaceilent start, and
sent us away in the best spirits to go on with the
work which we bad ro pleasantly begun, Our
meeting on “Puesduy evening was at Binoingham,
It was o great dranback and disuppointinent to
us, that we had ot the advamage of the presence
and assistance of our brother, M. M*Kenzie, on
the oceasion.  1le was absent in Scotlaud ; aud
it was no donbt owing to this ciuse that we had
not o large an attendance as could have been
wished.,  Siill we were fuvared with the presence
of a very considerable numbes of the members of
tlie congregation, and among these were many,
if not all, ot the cangregational workers—thoze,
I tiean, who do the work of thie Association, as
collectors, secretaries, treasuters, &c. We had
long been eware of the eflictency of the Associa-
tion in collecting both lor local and general ob-
jeers,—and it being an important part of our
wission 1o recommend the formation of such as-
sociations in all our congregations, we were par-
ticularly anxious to iform ourscives thoroughly
on the methods pursued, and the successes ob-
tained by our Binmingham fuends.  Mr. Hender-
son took a very kind and judicious way of meeting
our wishes in this respect.  He invited the office-
bearers and collectors of the Association to meet
us in the school-room at tea, an hour or two
before the meeting took place in the church ; and
liere we had the pleasure and advantage of meet-
ing a goodly nutuber of them, and of hearing
from Mr 1L, himself, a minute exposition of their
plans and arzangements.  Thege we found to be
organized in the most business.like way, o as to
cnsute thorough accuracy and punctualiy, and to
Ue canceived and carsied out in the most entarged
and liberal episit, embracing not only all the con-
gregational objects in which the people are locally
interested, but all the ichewmes and institutions of
the Church without any exception.  The congre-
gation is divided into districts, for the purposes of
the Association, these districts being small and
manageable. A collecor is appointed for each,
with instructions to make his rounds punctually,
and without urging any one to contribate, to give
to all an opportunity of contributing. The col-
lectors—most of whom, if not all, are ladics—
make their returas to the Treasorer of the Asso-
ciation regularly every month, at a mecting of the
Ascociatonal Committee held for the purpose of
receiving them 3 and once a month, or quarterly,
the Treasurer transmits to cach of the Treasurers
of the Synod's schemes the proceeds which have

been received. 1t i3 seally very gratifying to
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tecord what has been achivveil by the wothing of
thy guudly mechansm dupng these Jast jwo
years,  Be it sanembered that the congregaton,
thouph now greatly enlarged  beyond what it
once wag, 18 nenhier sery nuiciour nop vety
wealthy, Do it semembered, oo, that they have
a very heavy buldiog debt sesung upon them,
the smterest of wilnch atong with fome other floar-
iy deting, 33 o less than £86T 10s. per snnum.
tLet ot alzo be taken anto secount that they have
twelve pubbie congregatonal collecons m the
i year—one, that 13 to ray, every mouth, including
i the five Syrod collections,  Well, what in there
" encumetances have been the yeatly proceeds of
| the Assgesation t=proceeds, 1 mean, additional
1 to all that kas been obtawed from the collecisons.
| In 1849, they were £163 43, 10d.5 and in 1650
{they were L1575 33, Jd.—goudly sums at will
t be allowed, and an adunrable proot of the eflici-

ency o such cotgregatonal wachimery when
. thuroughly worked,  Of the last meptioned sum
the proportion that acciued  to the Sypou's
 Schewez was no dess thun £69 1s. 94, The
! public collectuons fur the schemes the same year
mmounted o £31 6: 104, making she very
handsomne total of L140 8. Td. contrbuted in
one year to our General Funds, 1t cunnot be
doubted that ncatly the one half of this sum
would never have been realized but for she work-
ing of the Association,  Pethaps the £71 of the
collections migh have been got, but the £60 of
the Ascociation would not have beea forthcoming
and yet how often are we wid that public collec-
tions lunder Associations, and  that Asseciations
undesne public collections. 1t iy clear frem
this decizive example, as well as from others, fur-
nizhed by our Clurch, that it is perfecily possi-
ble, and exceedingly advantageour, to work both
these methods of calling {orth the liberality of our
teople sanultancously.

* 1tis only necessary to add, in order to com-
plete the impreseion which such an example is
titted to make in f..vour of Associntions—that the
reanlts wiiuch have been hitherto obtained are the
fruits of only a few years' persevering esestion,
and that the congregation thetoselyes would be
the first to repudiate the idea that they have al-
ready done every thing which it 2 possible 10 be
done among them in this way. Mr. Henderson
tepentedly assured us that the catre was other-
wise—that there was :tll muoh ground to be
overtaken by the Associauon, ‘and stil moch
roum remaining for enlarged liberality among
the people. Sull, bath Mr. McKenzie and he
must allow me to say, that the deputation felt
thankful that they had had such an example of
congregational organization and effust brought
under their notice, and that they ofien aficrwards
experienced «ie importance and value of having
such a case to refer to when engaged in prose-
cuting their work in other localities,

* Before leaving Birmingham we were pre-
sented with copies of the ¢ collectors book,” and
the ¢ subscription note,! which subscribers to the
Associaticn are requested to fill up annually with
the sums which they undertake to contribute dur-
ing the year, These documents are model ones,
and I would advise those brethren who desite (o
sce how such an Association is worked, to ap-
ply to Mr. llenderson for copies, which he will
be very ready, I am sure, to forward 10 them.—~—
The figures and facts we had seen and heard at
Birmingham, stood us in cxceflent siead cver af-
terwards. My fellow deputy, Mr. McHiach, had
parnticular reason to be thankful for them, the
reason being that the estimate formed by our
Birmingham friends of the relative values of our
different Synod schemes was peculiarly favouras
ble to the claims of the Home M:saion.”—Eng,
Pres. Mes. .

[The samc systear of congregational associa-
tions, which has wrought so well ia Scatland,
and is now adopted among the English Presby-
terians, is peculiatly adapted to our circumstances,
and will, we trust, cre long, be introduced and
effectively carried gut in all our congregations.]
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