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surface is from 4.000 1o 5,000 fest above the
level of thesea. 1t is barren, maray, and bost-
led with peaks, crowned by the Snae Bren, the
greatest mass ol perpetual snow and glaciers on
the continent of Burape,

“Pius iron-bound coast of Norway has been
tashed for ages by the surges of the ocean till u
is indented o nuinberlers deep and narrow in-
lets catled fiords, by means of which tho waters
penetrate for mules into 100 very heart of the
wountain region. ‘Those surges, while wotking
out cape, and promentory, and precipitous clifls,
have lefta frings of numberless rocky lislets
alung the coast. ‘These are of various sizo and
elevation. Sumie of thew, two or three miles
long, are the abodos of pilots and fishermen, and
exhibit plots of grecn pasture-land, while others
are gigantic rock-columns, the palaces of the
gnils and the puffins, whitened by their countiess
wings and echoing to their discordant ecreame.

Under the shelter of these columnar isles,
which act as a natoral breaxkwater, we find our-
selves between them and the main land in com-
paratizely calm, safe seas ; shielded from the fury
of the wavez, almost as by the recfs which guard
the coral isles ol the Pacific. Peace to thee,
« gamle Norge!” (old Norway.) We arein
the haunts of thy Seca-Kinge, thy Vikinge, and
Berserkir ; and must return to the century of our
own Alfred 1o remeinber the days of thy
Paganism

In the cighth centary little was known o the
northern regions of Eorope, except that they
were tuled Ly numerous peity kings. When a
king died, one son inheritad his jand, and all the
rest wore dismissed with ships, their sule pro-
Perty, to yoam and plunder for their suhsistence,
and to became kings of the sea. They boasied
that they neverslept under a smoky roof, or
drank around a hearth. To be fierce way their
first virtue; neverto weep for the death of a
friend ; to eat raw flesh and blood; to tear the
infant from its mother's breast and toes it from
one to another on their spears.

As the country of Norway wasvery unproduc-
tive, censisting of mountain, moor, and forest,
the greater part of 1he population dwelt along
the sea-coast, where aione the land was fit for
pasture or tillage. Their poverty was a tempia-
tion to piracy, and led them to plant themselves
on the more fertile shores of their neighboura.
The Notthmen had twice lan’ U in England
before the end of the eighth century; in the
ninih, thirty-five ships poured out their hiordes of
wea-kings and warriors at Charmouth. Egbert
drove them back with loss; but this only led 10
aftar aseaults in Corawall, Devonshire, and
elsewhere.

‘The deeds of their most dreadful chieftain,
Ragnar Lodbrog, are tecited in his Quids, or
death song, which sums up all the ravages that
he had been concerned in on the coasts of Europe
for many yeras. In his old age he fell upon
Northumberland. Eila, the British chief, 100k
him alive, and doomed him, with a cruel revenge,
to be cast naked into a deep pit full of vipers,
where he expited, under their venumous stings.
A few lines of his death-song will paint the tem-
per of thoee times.

Referring 10 England, he says:

« 1 have hewed with my sword till huadreds lay
round the rocks;

The hawk and the wild beas:s plucked the flesh,

And blood trickied 10 the sea, reddening the
clear wave.

Haerces invite me. Icome with no words of fear.

‘We shall drink all out of large hollawed skulls.

Grim death glares at me ; vipers dwell in the
palace of my heart:

But Idie withuuta groan. The gods bid me
come home—

The hocrs of this life are over.”

Such were the triumphs of European heathen.
ism. But while Ragnar's war-boats had Leen
coveting the sea, and coliecting the most savage
wpitits cut of Norwsy, Swedep, and Deomark,

s ton of ¢ Charlemagne the Great,” surnamed,
in contraat to his parent, * Louis the Feeble,”
had founded a wonasity on the banks of the
Weser, in Westphalia, for the education of mus.
sionanes. It was called New Cothié and pro-
duced men of various apiritval power—one of
whoin at least hax a memory still respected
in the North. ‘I'lns was Anschar, one 1n whom
wo believe was the spirit of God. e was gem
by the Emiperor Louis into Jutland, aud thon
into Sweden ; and there he found that the elaves
(Gormans, Gauls, and Britons) whomn the Sea.
Kings had been wom to briog home with them
had carried into the fannuhies whom they served,
like seeds lodged by the wind, some :dcas of
Christianity,~very impetfect, it is true, but which
had yet caused Biorn, the King of Sweden, to
sond to the Emperor Louis for a missionary.
Duriag Anschar’s voyage he was robbed by
pirates of all ho had, including foriy-five books

which he carried for the instruction of th» people ;
some of which were, no doubt, from the charac-
ter of the man, manuscript gosprls.  On his ar-
rival at Sigtuna, the capital, which stood near
the present Stockholm, he and his companion
were welcomtd with joy ; and their simplicuty
and poverty dispose us 1o helieve that, as it w:nl
a1id, “‘the first Church of the North wae formed |
under the visible co operation of the grace of
God.”
By his patron’s desire, the Papo afierwards |
nominated Anschar 2 bishep. s miesion pro- |
cceded very slowly annd the war and piracy of !
the age, though the frit of perseverance came .
at last. Towards the close of the thirty-five !
years of miesionary labour, Anschar was heard
to say that though the work inight be interrupted
through the sins of those engaged in it, it could
not fal, as the name of the Lord must be de-
clared for salvation to the ends of the earth.
Anschar establi-hed convents and schools, vis-
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found, somzs and histary, ethics uud biography,
seenes from the hearth, and cpi.-u-lml from na.
tional annnls—numbering, too, mmong its au-
thors, him who wore a crown and him who
threw 4 net, the Persian prime mimster, and
Ciosar's fattered eaptive—written, too, sections
of it, under the shadew of the Pyrawide, and
uthers ot the banks of the Euphirates, some in
the iele of Patanwes, and others in the Mamer.
tine dungeons—thia biook, so lofty in its tone,
and hurmonious in its connsels, hus become the
more venerable from its age, and the more
wonderful as ita history and results are ex.
amined and understood, Whence springs its
originality if its claims are disallowed? 1t
tells us of cxpeditivns prior to Jason nnd the
Argonauts; 1t describes martial adventures
long before Achilles and Troy; its ethical sys.
tem preceded Thales und Pythagoras ; its miie
was vocal before Orphens and Hesiod; its
Judges flourished hefore consuls and archons;
its fearts and gatherings rejuiced the tribes
wherethe Nemenn games had no existence; and
it reckoned by subbaths and jubilees when nei-
ther Olympiad nor lustrum divided the eslen.
dar, It etubodies the prophetic wishof the
Atlicnian sage; for it *scatters that darkuess
which covera our souls, and tells us how to dis-
tinguish good from evil.” The valley of the
Nile has now uncovered its hicroglyphics to
confirm and illustrate its claims; and).\'inc\'tl:,
out of the wreck and rublish of three thouzand
years, bas at length yiclded up its ruins to

rove and glorify the llebrew oracles—
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SOWING AND REAPING.
Some five or siz-and-twenty years ago, two
ladies, 1esiding in the subuibe of londoa, wete
paying visus in their district on behall of the

ited the sick and poor, and shared with them . Bible Socirty. Such wisits are not now wun-
his last mite. He served the poor before he 818 | comman ; but at that time a eanvass for this pur-

himeelf, e wore a coarse garment, lived on ! pose, house by house, was s plan simost new
bread and water,and worked withhis ownhands. i gnd untried. In one instance the ladics were

All the labourers whom he sent forth were desi- | answered by a young inan, who came to the door

red toadopt the same simple habits, and to re-
quire nothing from their new converts.

As he lay dying, acircle of praying friends
gathered round him, and his laet words ere he
fell asleep were, “Oh, God, havc mercy on me
3 poorsinaer!™ A contemporary of Claundiue of
Turin, and of Cyril and Methodiug, he did like
work with them on the hills of the pine.clad
North, They, with King Alfred, were the lights
of a dark century.

The good influences of Anschar were cantin-
ued in the next century by a Danish king called
Harald Blaatand, who himself embraced the
Christian religion, and hoped 1hat it would sof-
ten the Jerocity of his people. He weems 1o
have been instrumental in its partial introdoction
into Norway, from whence the light of & dim
Christisnity spread to the Otkneyy, 10 Iceland,
and even to Greenland.

But this was not tho age of the Bible; the
multitade had not then the true key of know-
ledge within their reach, and such as had at, for
the most part but partislly unlocked the sacred
treasures, and crushed or distorted them in their
anholy geasp.

Having thus glanced at Ancient Norway, we
must teserve Ul another aumber the interesting
details of the introduction of the printed Scrip-
tares into the country, and uiso thoss of eflonts
recently made to scatier the Sacred Volame
afresh through the hamlets which fringe its fiorde,
and among the solitary farm-houses scattered oo
the siopes of iis ains.

BIBLE WONDERS

This ook—a multifarions collection of ora.
cles written in various ages and countries, and

atintervals of two thousand yesra, having in it

every for of composition, familiar and pro-

with a book in his land. They made knowa their
desire that every house should be supplied with
the Holy Sciiptures ; and he remarked,*Well, I
have just becn reading the Koran.” They rejoin
od, “Ought you rot now to read the Biblel*

They vffered 10 his inspection epeeimen types
of well printed and well bound Bibles. The
young man heritated, and offered & small sem
as a donation, evidently 10 free himeelf from bis
visitors; but they preseod the inquiry, expressing
a hope that * he was not an unbeliever.” He
assured them he was not, but that, having been
brought up a Roman Catholic, he had no intereat
in the object of their visit, or sympathy with the
Society.

Thus closed their first interview. Bat the
ladies were not diccouraged. They called aguia;
and cventually a bible was subscnibed for, and
e:c long placed in the young man's hand, with
the remark,* this is the Word ol God. All we
atk of you isthat you read it.”

And the young man did read it—vead it for
the fivst time in his life; aed read it atientively.
The Holy Book of Tiuth led him, after many
conscientious struggles, to attend a Protesiant
place of worsiip. Months passed away, during
which that Bible did ite own work in his heart,
and in the beart of his mother, and of a young
friend who resided with them, gnndwmtly 1eveal.
ing 10 their datkened minds the full light of gos-
pel day ; and ihen the yousg man united himself
1o's Christian church.

At the ume the Bible reached him, he was
about to commence a school in the neighboure
hood. He was led to devote himself much 10
the study of lsnguages—enteted the ministry—
was blcesed in Lis sphicze of 1abuur ; and, sulee-
quently, weal furth as a mimicnary 10 ibe
heathea.

The ladies who had procared him the Bible



