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part of the people, considerate fothearnnce, sym-
pathy, and a real desiro to co-operato swith the
pastor in thisimportant work. Whero theso aro
on tho one part and on tho other—whero thiere
aro aflectionate fidelity and diligence on tho part
of the munistor, and kind sympathy and co-opet-
ation on the part of tho people, tho arduous wark
of visitation becomes a dohightful duty, and may,
under the blesmng of God, be expected to do
good to all concorned—to cheer and warm the
hoart of tho pastor under his arduous toils and
responsibilities, and 10 promote, in a high de-
greo, the interests of personal and family reli-
gion among the peoplo.

e et
ANNUAL RETURNS OF BAPTISMS, &e.

We lately rceeived a circular from the * Bu-
teau of Agriculture and Statistics,” calling atten-
tion to the Act 10, and 11 Vic., cap. 14, sec. 162
which requires all clergymen authorised by law
to baptize, marry, or nerform the funeral scivice,
&ec., to keep a registry of baptisms, &e., and
forward roturns at tho e¢nd of cach year to the
Clerk of tho Peace, or county, city, or town clerk.
Wo received also from the Clerk of tho Peaco
threo blank schedules, headed, severally, list of
“ births,” “ marriages,” and * deaths,” Having
no pastoral charge, wehad nio accasion for any of
theso schedules.  But, we understand, documents
ol the same kind havo boen sent to all our imms-
tera; and we observo that, in some Presbyteries,
tho matter has beon taken up. We 1trust this
Session of Parliament will not pass without somo
change having beon mado in this voxatious and
absurd law. Ve aro aware that our tnmisters,
genorally, have not acted in accordance with its
requirements—not regarding it as applicablo to
them, inasmuch as they aro not authorized by
law 10 dispense the ordinance of baptism, or
potform any funeral service. If it is really in.
tended to apply to all ministers exercising their
ministry in the country, it is most absurd and op-
preasive to make them publie Registrars, to record
not merely the marriages which they solemnizo,
(nono would object to that,) but also births and
deaths, and to do this not only without remun-
eration, but with a penalty hanging over their
heads forneglect. In a statistical point of view,
the Act, even if complicd with, would bo of very
little use, as thore are many children in some
parts of the country who are not baptized at alls
and many funerals at which no minister can bo
prosent, The Act, as it stands at present, con-
tains other absurditics. For instance, in one
clause, it makes certain provisions, in case thero
shall be no clergyman of any particular persua-
sion within a reasonable distance of a township
or settlement.  Where epocific duties havo to be
discharged under a heavy penalty, thero would
require to be a more definito provision than this,
We know some ministers who, in their zeal and
activity, do not consider twenty miles any unrea-
sonablo distance, while others might regard it 09
not very reasonablo to go half a dozen milea,

The wholo matter of Registration and of Sta-
tistics is of greatimportance, desorving thy atten-
tion of every enlightencd government. But the
prescnt arcangements aro perfectly useless. We

trust that every Presbycery, yea overy congrega-
tion, will petition for the change and amendment
of the law. Why should not the Township
Clerk be appointed Registrar, with an addition
to his present emoluments?  Mnisters would
nover object to pive in returns of the marnages
they solemnise.  But it is absurd and vexations
to maho then Registrars of hirths and deaths,

————eeaa
PETITION! PETITION! PETITION'

It is earnestly hoped that tho Synod's recom-
mendation to Presbyteries, Seasions,and Congre-
gations, os to memorializing Govesnment on the
subject of Sabbath Desccration in the Public Dse
partments, may be carried out immediately There
is 1o time for delay, if wo really wish the object
accomplished. Those not finding time to draw
up a longor pettion, might adopt come sucn brief
form as tho following:i—

To the Honouradle the degislative Assemlbly,
(or the Legislative Council, or to Ilis Excel-
lency, Xc., in Council.}

Tho Peution of
REsPECTFULLY SHEWETII—

That your Petitioners feel decply grieved
on account of the continued Sabbath Desceration
in the Post Office, on the St. Lawrenco Canals;
and in connexion with ccrtain of our Railways.

Thoy therefure earnestly imploro your Honor-
able House, (or your Ixcellency, ssthe case
may bo), to adopt such measures as 1o your wis-
dom may scem meet for the immediato abolition
of 1his great and growing evil, &ec.

Copivs of Memorials to bo forwarded to the
Provincial Secretary for transmission to the
Governor General, and to some member of oither

Houso belonging to the locality whence the
memorials como, if he is known to bo favourable
—otherwiso they may be addressed to the care
of “ George Brown, Esq., M. P. P.,” with “ Pe.
tition” inscribed on tho outside.

The trouble required in the preparation of
theso memorials is o slight, we feol persuaded,
none who have the interests of tho question truly
at hieart, will feel unwilling at once to tako it.

Rorert F. Bunws,
Convener of Synod's Com. on Sab.

Meerine o ParriaMExT.—As Parliament
has now assembled, no timeshould be lost in for-
warding petitions fora Prohibitory Liquor Law,
as woll as for the stoppage of Sabbath mails, and
Sabbath trains, &c.

——

Rev. S. O. Dobs, oF Mavrsort.—The late
papers have brought intelligence of the death of
this excellent and highly esteemed minister in the
420d year of hisage, and tho 17th of his ministry.

Knox's Cnivrert, ToroNTo—PRESENTATION TO
Dr. Prrys—A number of the members and ad-
herents of Knox's Church, lately wzited as a
deputation on the Rov. Dr, Burns, and, in testi-
mony ofeesteem and attachment to him as
their pastor, presented him with a purso of ono
hundred and twonty pounds, as an addition to
his regular salary.

A memorial to tho Synod has also been
adopted, expressive of attachment to Dr. Bums,
and of a desiro for a continuance of tho present
relation between pastor and people.

Avr.—The Rev. D, McRuar was Iately pre-
sented by the meinbers of his congregatien with
a handsome and substantial Cutter. Wo rejoice
to hear of tho prosperity of the Congregation,
and of the attachment existing between Pastor
and people.

Secoxn Coxorraatiox, Tononro —The mem-
Lers and adhcrents of this congregation, howg
#till destitute of a fixed Pastor, have united in a
cordial and unanimous call to tho Rev. Robert
Knox of Belfast.  We trust they will be success-
ful in obtaining an able and devoted minister.

—

Prosrects or Price.—It would appear that
Russia is now sinceroly desiruus of peace, and of
haviag the negociations speedily cancluded.—
Lord Clarendon is the Enghsh Plenipotentiary.
There is a rumour to the eflect that the Emperor
of Russia and the Emperor of Austria will visit
Paris during the cenferences.

Kxox's Cuurctt, Orravsa—Axycat, Rerort.
—Wo latoly received a copy of tho Annual Re-
port of the Finaneial affairs of Knox’s Church,—

Vo purposed publishing it either wholly or in
part, but have accideptally mislaid it.

Wo are gratified by cbserving that notwith-
standing the very depressed state of the lumber
businoss, which affects moro or less all classes in
that part of the country, the revenuo of Knox's
Church has been very little affected. Indeed there
has been an increase in tho atouat raised for tho
various missionary schemes of the church.
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NOTICES OF RECENT PUBLICATIONS.

Not 4 Mixvure To Srars. By S. C. T. Nel-
son & Sons: London, Edinburgh, Now York
and Toronto.

This little volume prescnts to the readers of it
somo fragments of thought, suggesied by a few
casual remarks in a circlo of friends. Tho thoughts
hero prescnted aro calculated to be most useful
10 all who will seck to pondet and practise thens.
‘Tho object of tho writer is to point out the de-
ception which many practise upon themselves,
by thinking and saying that they have “not a
minuto to spare,” and to give some hints for
enabling all to havea minuto to spare. We
subjoin ono or two of theso practical hints:—

«\When you have many duties beforo you,
take in hand but one at a time, and do not suffer
your mind to rest upon any but that one. Whilst
fretting about the other things, or oven thinking
of them, the work in hand is sadly retarded, and
time is lost. In such cases it will, in general,
be found best to commenco with those which re-
quire tho least time and attention. Released
from these, the mind will be left more freo for
the greater: unless, as scmetimes oceurs, ono
duty may claim more immediate attontion than
another. In these things we must bo guided
partly by circumstances, and partly by the tone
of our own minds.”

« Accustom yourself, without loss of time and
temper, to go from ono duty to another, and to
allow yourself to be called off, if nced be, how-
2ver intent you may have been on your original
plan. Ourown happiness, aswell pg uscfulness,



