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the subject. Epistles are received carrying with them commendation
and satisfaction—others come to us primed with the spirit of murmur.
We receive them all in good part !

Before we make notes upon brother # Q's” present strictures, we
shall turn our eyes a little further back and survey the ground from
the beginning. The origin of the existing iuveatigation, as the atton-
tive reader will know, was the remarks we made upon the exclusive-
ness and closeness of close communionism while addressing a Baptist
Elder. Theseremarks were read by an esteemed gentloman in Ham-
ilton, Mr. Rattray, (a friend of truth whe has suffered much from reli-
gious tyranny) and, in his view, we scemed to favour the principle of -
open communion. He wrote a letter—he propounded a query. 'The
preface to the yuery in substance was, * I apprehend you are favour-
able to open communion ; a Baptist friend tells me otherwise' : and
the quéry iiself was substantially— H7at are your own viewsand
the vicies of those yow convnune with concerning the question of open
communion . Two things being embraced in tie inquiry, they were

answered by these two paragraphs :—

In gathering around the table of the Lord,a privilege and pleasure we enjoy every
Lond's day, we are careful, as ocrasion requises, 10 explain to all that the table is not
curs, but that it Lelongs to the author of the new instiution. Wealso teach that its
anthor desizned itat first, and still desigus it, for those who are redecmed by hisown
precious blood, and that hence he invitesall suchto sit and paxtake at his own board.
Andwhile welikewise teach thai those wio have proved their knowledge of the gos-
pel, their penitence, their resolve to icform, by having openly confessed Chiist in
baptism, maintaining a conistent character, are by the Lord invited to cat and sup
with.him, we surther say, that if there e otiers present who are assured they are the
Lotd’s people; and hence desiie to participate in the Loid’s feust, we will not say no.
Such is our teaching, and such our practica.

Many of the disciples fopming congregations takethis ground in approaching the
commemorative tabie, while otiiersstand in doubt of thus libewmlity.  itisnecessary
tosay here, that the brethren in Christ cailed disciples, built upon the one foundation
of the gospel, are gathered togeihier from vavious souvces, from former Bptists, Pres-
byterians, Congregutionaiists, dethodists, Christians, as well a$ those of no former
profession ; and although there is the utmost 6hiennss and cordiality upon first princi-
ples; and I might say ali prénciples, there isto be discovered in some instances the
leanings id partialities of pravions systems both in churchies and individuals,. the
same as the prejudices and differences, national znd educational, that existed among
Jews, Sanaritans, and Gentiles during the ministry of Paul, Peter, John, and James,
thoughall helieved ana rejoiced in the one gospel.” Meantime,we love oneanother as
heartily and dewmly inthe Lord 2s members of the divine family, asthough we were
agreed in every shade of apinion ; for we have lcamned from the oracles that we are
nc{ﬁxcrto be united nor divided for pariy sake or apinion’s sake, but for the truth's
sake.

Here was a field in yv‘]niclx our quondam humble friend Mr. Davidson
imagined he could figure to.good advantage. He seized his pen and
wrote. The pith ofhis logic-when fairly brougiit together and elari-
fied from all extras, was, ¢ Oliphant—you and other Disciples are
closer than the closest Baptists, and yet you have written in advocaey

.



