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SCRIPTURAL FELLOWSIIIP.

-And they continucd stctndfastly in the Apostlcs doctrine, ai felluivship, and il] bre.ahking
of' brcad, and iii prayvers. "-AIC'S ii. 42.

ETHODISM is the revival of primitive Christianity. Thoro are
four essentials to the orgranization of' a, ChribWan Chuch Tlhi

reociltin.of the word of God, or the IlAp)ostios doctrine" and
preaching;: " claýss-inoetiiigs," or Il fellowýsip );" sacrainents, or

breaking of bread," and prayor. It is a, trite sayiîng, illan is 'a
social heingoc. Religioni doos not destroy or ignore this facet.

Perhaps there nover ivas a period ini the history of Llie %vorJd w'hen the prin-
ciple of mutiual dependence, wvas so fully recognized as at the present day.Mn
who have a, common. interest at stake, whio desiro to proinote a spocial objeot,
and who feel that united they inay profit by ozie anotzer's coi s ls, bau
themselves together, aid app)oint thoîr semni-xeekzly, or wekily, or rnonthly
meetings; wliezi togrether, unitodly, they assemble at a givdn place to converse
witIî one uniotber, and plani how they inay be-st SitCCoed in accoml)is1ing the
special objeet, for which they exist as a, Society or orcranzation. Lt is easy to
sc the wisdoin and design of ail this. Will Christians, thon, allow political.
parties, scientifie societies, or literary associations to reap ad lai]tag,:,es fromn
mnutual and reguilar fellowvship, xhile they cultivate no disposition to nect
together for the special and definite purposo of promnoting andi extending the
cau:e of Christ, and lhelp)iug- oie anlother on iii the way to hoa,,veni? It will
xiot be regarded as an answer to ail this to say, that Christians do tlms nicet
togyether vlen they assemble for public worship on the Lord's day, for this is
far remioved froin the idea of IIfollowshiip." Ouir public congregations are
prmsnu gathierings, where the scriptural idea of Ilfellowslhip" is not
attompted for obvious reasons. Christians must mieot Iltogether" a elect
ga.1tliering, they rnust be separated froin the world, and thus continue in. the
Aposties doctrine and fellowship.

Are Ilclass-meeting(s" an invention of tl', Churchi, or a, divinely appoin1ted
means of gyrace ? Suchin eetingys are const.antly alluded to, and distinctly
recommiended in. the Holy Scriptures. *Xe, must not be led astray by a, naine.
"Fellowvslip" meetings would convey a, better idea to a stranger, concerning

the nature and char'acter of sucli a, means of grace as Mothodists designate
cla.ss-mooctiings." "Fellowslhip," -Il cornpanionship, mutual association,

familiar intercourse, communion," thus Wrebster definos the rneaning of this
word. Now the question is not, Do the Scriptiros authorizo wliat is techinically
called a "class-ineeting 1?" but, Do the Scriptures authorize Chiristiails to corne
out froin the world, to mecet Iltogrether" as Christians,, and whien thus met
together, in this special select gathering, to «"pray" for one another, to Iledify"
one anothecr, to "11adinornisl" îand Ilexhiort" one anlother, and to 'lconfess" theïr
«Ifaults one to anothier."
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