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vouthe trath, my dear wadatm, T do pot ap deel ring fom o mont charoinng, e highttal

prose b lmnes goig out hunting,
* Yot Conntaper doen 2°

C O, by erely to seo the hourds throw Halents ]
off, und o o return bome 3 but - Blancly i ) that erafty lndy, ¢ Lord - Vanconrt is - quite
ovenn Lo nend for that 3 and cortnly | shall ! the fon i the lnghest eircles 1 town, amd

Bever ndvise her t do anything of the kand,
ubhough most buspamls, and porticuinrly
these o the nnstecraey, hke o see thar

wive« wath n good sent en horrebuck, to!

purnds thene i Rotten Rtow dueing the Lon.
den senron : nad who knows bt Bluncehe
1y one duy beeomo s countess 27 A tavro
words, the lndy o question entered the
roun, sud they at once set out for ther
ndi,

When they had passed  the Jodge  gates,
Plasche, who had overhoar s bis lust words
i the drawing.po m, g o what
rnyang o Mrn, Hadeomt abicut 4 eounte =S,

peree By o well-anformed and uouttectod, al

1 though of such supenior manners and high

b wan,
lhae wrr, who 1 ougi ~ eretly thut he would |

 Iushort, my dear madam,’ suid

engerly soght ofter, also, on uccount of his
tplendid fortupe,’

¢ In 1t pot surprismyg then,” inguired Mrs.
Harveourt, * that he asostill vmnarred 2°

COb, not o the least 3 his loddship 18 s0
very partienlarin lus chotee, fearing e may
be aee pted on aeconnt of his  title and fur-
tune 3 and I think it most probable, with his
romantie ideas about women and  marringe,
that he will ssumne the digguise of o walking
tourint som - day, in s arch of n country dam-
rel, and marry Fer for love only.’
T arttal aeech ftruck home  to Mr-.

*Why, my dear Blanehe, sud Bodyy * your b oju-’ the m G o roit ber miece. Among
atnt Hineetrtintensts you shad boeoon a the e anpany that v e were the Rolles-

duchiess, or it countess, ut leaet.
COb, ronsenn  Mr Conyors;
tuth o foolinh

tors, Who  al baes bt v ta them Caplain

don t pray, LM vl Sl Car e Hollestone was it
g

with Bla. el , when Miss  Harley

S then, St me ask, mae vor gong toe Fwas praang such ign eculoginms on Lord

miertow to spond a fow days al Marston 2°

*Yao, ] belteve w0l

* Hae suen an mvatation ever been sent
betors to Mre. and Mrs. Lmeourt aud  your-
it ?

* No, |tk gty

* Ay aepued Bob, o L osee st all,

* What do you see, Mr. Conyers ?

* 1 will tedl vou, dear Llanche, on one con-
ditton - that vou do not revenl whut Ieay to
any baman begg.’

* 1 sheuld never thisk of doing »o,” repled
Dlauels .

*Very well 3 you will find at  Marston

Cistle n eertan nobleman, enlled Lord Vaun- d

comt, who will pay you grent attention, and
wiom your sunt will try and persude you to
mnrry.’

Blanche blushed rearlet at  this wfora.

o, and sard, s is very unprolable,
My Conyers b

*Is Bob Conyers o fulse prophet, Miss
Douglas 2 But now mark wme, if you do not
wivet thes lord, if be does not pay  you tho
areatost attontions, and within o very short
{3 propuse for you, you may then call mo
one. They have lmd i trap to eateh Jyou,
m) dear gurl ; and Captain Mel -ills told me
at Compton's ball the other nght, that a
wure uuprineipled écoundrel ithuso were lus
caprossiousy thup this sume Lord  Vancourt
do. s not exist ; and now your old fricnd und
wiaster having don- his duty in warning you
of tac it set to cateh you, he hns only une
werd more to say on the subject, and that
one ward 1~—beware I

* Ou, Mr. Couyers,” snid tho young girl,
alinest i tears, * how can 1 repay you for
your ever kind mterest 3n my welfare 2

¢ It would-be strunge mdeed, reptied he,
< if 1 dud not take an intercst, und a deep one
o0, 1 that sweet girl 1 haveo so often nursed
when a cluld, who i.as ncither father nor
brather to wateh over and  protect her ; and
I sun tearful your gasrdian is too  worldly-
mitndi-d to consalt your truo hapoiness
tw il ottzsht to be his  chief cousderation)
i ectthug you o hue ;o tact, I knaw well
that bao he and Mrs, Harcourt are resolved
a1y forummg sumo bniliant  wmatrugomal all.
anee o r you nmongst the nobility, to which
ranh they Uik you have o night to aspire.
b* 1eomang that such are  the ntentions, as
yoat sincero iriend, 1 wish to caution you to
¢ it your own inclinations  before  their
wishes, und n ver to Lo persuaded to many
w3y newg, however high in rank, uuless his
¢ vt ud disposition are such as to - en-
st 3 loppaneas. Now, dear Bhanche,
ey e s hetad, for wlica you o may
e thiaps thuuk ead bob Conyers a fool 5 but 1
cornad not test hanpy until 1 had told you my
SH: Peoa -, atd v y ey navier.

sind eV M Conyers, sad Blanchie, ¢ 1
foo L most geat- ful for your Kin ineae on thos
au L wany mare occmons, and 1 <hindl ever
o ord yor as one of my best iriends’

o Well, swwhenever voir want my adviee or
assirtance, do not hesitste 8 moment, dear

Vancomt,

¢ Good Lieavens 1 gaid Caroline, * how cun
that woman go on teling such <tories nbout
Lord Vaucourt, who s otie ot the st gay,
disaipated men avout town, and as poor as o
country curate ; and they do say, my d.ar’
tn a «whisper) * wlrendy tnrried to an opera
uaneer ? but the latter 13 a seeret, which
Mo derle ley fall one dav, quite  unintention-
wlly, and therefore 1t may Le treason to men-
tion it.’

* Do you think that can really be trae ?
mquired Blanche.

* Indeed, 1 do ; Captain Melvifle is a per-
ron above the suspicion of uttering a fals~-
Lood.  And did you observe, betore Jinner,
when Lord Vancourt approachied to shake
hauds with him. that he drew back, making
I a very low bow 2°

* I rhaps they buvo had some quarrel,!
obscrved Blanche.

* Most hikely,’ replied Caroline, * since no
twomen can be of more opposite ideas ;
but papn suys that Captain Melville 18 a per-
furt senthauny, and of most  honorable feel-
mgs.’

As they were discussing theso  poiuts, the
gentlemen entered the room, for Lord  Mer-
vyn having observed there was sowething
atss between hiy protege, Lord Vancourt,
and Captany Melville, proposed their jomng
the ladi s very early, before any unpleasantry
could oceur.

Lerid Vancourt, dreading somn exposuare
from Melville, avoided tho hieiress that even-
g, for fear ot exctting lus remarks, devoting
huuself chiefly to Lady Mervyn, whilst Mel-
ville endeavor=i to do the agrecable to Miss
Dunglas. 'The evemng (with Lord Moervyn's
dark looks, which oxerciscd a decided flu.
enee over the greater part of the  company)
pussed  uncomfortably enough  to  all
exeept Melville, who was quite enchanted
wita BBlanch.-. thinking her the most lovely,
unaffected girl ke had over been acquainted
with,

The n=st and three following days, Lori
Vancourt paid very assiduous atteution to
the haress, for which every opportumty was
afforded lun by Lord and  Lady Mervyn ;
Mr. Hatley  sud his  sister  pursuing
a like plan with Mr. and Mrs. Harcourt, by
always spuaking of Lord Vaucourt in the
gl st torns,

LPoor Blauche was much more frightened
than grat fie d by Lis lordsbip's  close attond-
naco upen hier duting dho hivelong duy 5 bat
B v innd, barbful mauner, with downcitst
aesand blusinng ebeek, when lus glancee
need hers, led his lordsinp to the  conclusion
et e bad nade a most deendsd and 1avor-
able mapression upon the heart ot the youth-
tal haress, and thut the gune was now safe
m s owa hands,

1t qmts trae that more facilitics  are at
foaded to love-making in a quiet country
biouse, dunng one weck, than wmay occur in
a twdvemonth  under different cizcuw-

stances, with tho chance of mectiug at a din- cseen moro of the world, and a great deal®

eut d,

Bt Domggas oventf e boart bind boen
entirely froe) was a persan of rueh,  delicate
and refined feelings, that  Lord  Vancourt's
| conduct tbeing an acquaintanes of only a
fow days) was becennng quite irksome to
her ; aud for the last day sho had  avoided
beg left alone with ham, pleading wdispo-
sition, to remam in her room until
nur hour.
I Vernon, however, had met  with a very
fdifferent receptionfrom Miss  Mervyn, who
| hnd fallen desperately in love with him ; and
| thus, whilst apparently playing Lord Mer.
I vyn's gume, he had been, 1 fuet, moet 1m-
!

dustrionsly denling his own cards, und ob.

tained a coufesston from Miss Mervyn of her
attncliment, which, as & matter of course,
was to rewain & protound sceret for tho
present,

On thar return to Phros-by, the Harcourts
found Lord Maleoln, wio had arrived  just
bo ore th m, nud Blaneue wa 1 high spints
on agun tmeeting her cousi,

¢ Why, dear Blanche, you are wonderfully
unproved within tie last year—become quite
the woman.  Well, girls do run up m an ex-
trnordinary manner, aml 1 sappose vou wust
now be called Miss Douglas.’

¢ Never by you, Charles, 1 hupe,  she re-
vlied, ¢ or by any of my true friends.’

¢ Well, dear gnl. I umn debebted to find
you looking so lovely and so bappy 3 but -l
we,” in a whisper, * how is Constance 2’

¢ As beautiful as ever, or more so,’ she re-
phed, laughing ; ¢ but we have been staying
at that disngrecable place,  Mavston  Castle,
nearly & week, and theretore 1 have seen
nothing of her durtug that time’

¢ Well, then, Blanche, we will rido over to
Bampton the day after to-morrow.

¢ Why not toamorrow, Charles ?°

* 1t won't do, my dear; old Harcourt
would take offenes at my leaving  him the
irst day 3 und, besides, 1 think  to-morrow
is Benuchuwp's huuting day, an? T lo | (-
shuke hun by the hand ; for, bitwoo s -
seives, Blanche, wy love fur Constane .
ansen partly from my love and estectn foi
ber brother, who is 1 man after mmy own
Leart.’

During the latter part of this speech,
Blauche, feeling a hittle color spreading over
her check, turned away, and ran upstairs to
change her dress.

The vext day, winle Lord Malcolm was
siting with Mrs. Harcourt and Blanche iu

+

paymn: very pointed attention to Miss Doug-
las. Whun he left, Mrs. Harcourt asked
Malcolin—

* What do you tuink of Lord Vancourt ?
Is lie not most pohshed and agrecable, and
stnkingly handsome 2°

¢ All that I adwmit, yet I Jdon't like him.’

* Why 2’ inquired Mrs. Harcourt.

* I can't say exactly, but e has an expres-
sion to me quite repulsive, aud from waich
Ishould set him down as haughty and  bad-
tempered.’

¢ Ob, that is only your fancy, Malcolm.'

* Perhiaps so, but I shall not alter my
op'nion untit I know more of him.’

No turther remarks were mado by  Mrs.
Hurecourt, who did not wish
prejudiced against Lord  Vancourt, in case
her cousiu should not now come forward, as
was expected.  But when Blanche and Mal-
coln went out atterwards for a walk, the lnt-
ter retarked upon s lordship’s  attentions
to her, and said—

* 1 perceive Lord Vincomt is o zreat ad-
mirer of yours, my tair cousm, and first
fuvonite on the hist, Ishounld tlunk, from vour
tell-tale bluslies and downcast eyes, when ho
was adiaresang you.’

¢ Indecua, Charles, he is no invorite of
mmne 5 and although extremely pleasing, yet
1 feel quite fright-ned i his company.”

¢ Oly, that f cling muy wear off on  more
intitate acoummtance,” rejoined  Maleohn §
* bat first imprissions with me are not easily
effaced; und I tell you candidly, dear
Blauche, 1 fear he will muake a bad husband;
so don’t deardo i lits favor until you bave

the din-

the drawimng-room, Lord Vancourt was an--
nounced, who remumed for nearly an hour, ! hie inquired ; ¢ I heard the house was full of; should scarcely know what answer to give
bim,’

Blanche to be!

Ve khown Beauchamyp from o l...\-. "y
Ligh-spirited, of sound principles h\.f..,;(h,'n’;
open a8 the duy, and generous, cyey I
fault ; yet withal as proud ns Lucifer, aliey
Ins conduet may be questioned as Y
and  here it js—hera's the rub,
?c::r B\xﬂlchc—ho dreads to be callg z
y‘i)rul.l’ue‘ unter, although ever 50 attacheds,
At this moment they were interrupted
Mark Rosier juraping over o stilo ilntlo g.
road, closo to Lord Maleohn. .
. * Ab, Mark,’ said his lordship,
it w;th you since we last meet 2’
‘It would bave fured badly enog
my lord, but for the young squire, who sarge%
fmy poor old father and mother from ths

being eatled a fortune-hunter haunts me day

amd night. I have become misernble ; what

to do, I know not ; will you advise me ?°
* Yes, Beauchamp, most willingly, when
you have answered mo one question. Were

Blunche Donglas no hewress, wonld you lay

op-n yuur heart to her '

¢ Yes, Maleolm, for I am sure I can never

"love another ; yet I would still leave her dis-
engaged to me for a twelvemonth.'

I “\hyse?

¢ Beeause I thivnk sho is too  youny to be
tied to uny such serious engagament, until
she hns seen more of the world,’

¢ Al t’ said Lord Maleolm, * this is self-
deniul to excess, and fow, excenpt Wik Bean.
champ, could argus thus against themselves. | workhouse.’

Well, I will consider these points to-night,] ¢ Indeed, Mark,” said Lord Maleol, s

and advise you how to fict to morrow ; and i ously ; ‘ bow could this bappen =

pow let us have some luncheon, after which *Lord Mervyn there turned us oMl out in g

you and Constance must ride part of the way ! road, aud seized everythe wo had, erento

home with us.’ the bed to lie upon, and ull on aceount of the

Beauchnmp rawing some objection to this | zame, which has been our rum ; by h
propusul, wasmet by  Maleoln  with dhese ; youny squire stood our friend, and has sisen
words—* Don’t tnake o greater simplefon of jus a farm from Lady-day nest, rent ires
yourselt tusu you have ulrendy this tmorning, , stock aund all, uutil we can get ronnd aonin,
in making these silly confessions, or I shall: God bless bim tor it, and all belongme té
lose all my patience ! Come alony directly, 'him 1 ended Mark, as he wiped a str’;y?m

.and order the horses, for [ want an appor- | trom his cheek.
tunity of making love to Constanee, if you; ¢ Here, then, Mark,’ said his lordship, pat
do not Bluncie,’ 3ing u five-pound noto in  his haud, ‘ gy

Alter luncheon, the party set out for, that to your father for me, to keep a wmem

VThroseby, but as the road  admitted of two : Christinas ;' aud touching bis horse with th

,only avreast, it is supertluous to say how the, whip, ho and Blunche cantered off.

, two conples were arranged.  Lord Maleolm | ¢ There, Blunche,’ Lo ssid, when tiey bal

.was in hizh spirits—uupleasantly 6o to,lelt Mark behind, ¢ that act at once explain

; Brauchamp, who, being completely under. the character of William Beauchamp; and
the mfluence of the blues, exlnbited a sad jnow I expeet a lecture from Mrs. Harcourt

, confrast to bis more happy fricad ; and as [ for keeping you out Iate,’ as they entered th

the rodo tuoughtful and avstracted by tho llodge gates.

i side of Blauche, she could not fail to notice
hus altered looks avd wanner ; still he was,
as usunl. most friendly, yiving her some usce
ful hints in re gard to the managewent of her |
i - «.und speaking on all other subjects ox-
¢ ot n aearest to his heart. At first,
it el toae timisd, and fearful of & repetition
ol e ] vo professions ; but seeing s de-
termnntion to avord ull such ‘opies, ber re-

- serve wore cff.

¢ I hear,’ o snid, ¢ you have been stayin:
at Marston Castle ; were you pleased with:

your visit 2

¢ Ob, no,’ ¢ho replied ; * Lord and Lady
Mervyn ure, 1n my opinton, very stiff, for-
mal, disagreeable people.’

¢ Did you - et nn pleasant persous there?’,

* how fary

CHAPTER XI1.

—

During tho absence of Lord Maleolm and
bier mece, Mrs. Harcourt had been discos
sing his lordship rather more pertinentls
than he surmised ; in short, she bad rzsisted
on Mr. Harcourt inquiring what his resl in.
tentions were towards lis cousin, ‘It i
really high timo to know whether Maleoln
seriously thinke of marryicg Blancheor not,
sho remarked to ber husbaud, * as it is very
evident Lord Vancourt is very much taken
with ker ; and, in case of hus proposiwg, we

! company.’ .
* Yes, there was o Lord Vancomt, very
agreeable and good-looking, resembling much
in manners Mr. Vernon, who was thers also;
+ but I must confess I was delighted when our
visit was ovir.' -
' “Then you d:d not adwmirs this Lord Van-
‘oourt, of whomw report speaks s, highly as a
perfect ladies’” man 2°
* Oh, no,” replicd Blanche ; *he is the
j counterpart of Mr. Vernon, whom, you know, j breakfast,  when they wero alove, Mr.
‘I dislike execedingly.’ Harcourt led to the point by asking some
Benuchamp Freathed more frecly after | questions relative to Blanche's property in
| this confession from Blanche, and somo of ! Scotland. :
lhis usual frank gaicty of lovks and manners, *1Itisinavery flourisbing condition, re
returned. plicd Lord Malcolm ; * and the tenants sre
{ ‘You, of course, mean to attend our |improving their farms by drmumg, which
graud ball on the last of this wmonth ?° he will increase their own returns, as well as
, asked. fimprove the value of the estate.”
*Oh, yes,” she replied; *you know| ¢ Isthere any prospect,’ inguircd My Har
1 mako wy debut in public on that ocen- | court, jocosziy, ¢ of the two properties being
sion.’ united under one hand 2°
¢ ¢ Then will you allow me tso pleasure of | ¢ One manager, do you mean ?°
tbing your first partner on that eventful| * Yes, Charles ; exuctly so—in the persor
‘night, unless you have already promiscdtbat | of Lord Muleolm,' replied Mr. Hascoutt,
i fuvor to another ° laughing.
!¢ Indeco, William, I shiell not only be de-{ ¢ That,’ replied Lord Malcotm, grawls, |1
lighte-d, but shall fi- ] luss nervous, in having | fear, never can be, s Lianche and myse
‘the support of an old friend on my first in- | rigard cach other as consins only ; aud, ¥
'trod‘u‘cliun to the beau monde.’ confess the traty, my affections have been
| ! lbsmk you, dear Blanchie,” he replied, | long engaged elsewhere, although 1 shall éver
+ with his accustomned warmth ; ‘ and wmay |love her as a dear sister.’ .
may You never fing n triend less staunch and | ¢ Iam sorry to hear this confs ssion, Chiarley
i true thun Williaan Beaachamp.’ as Blanche's father and your own always e
i * I neither wish nor expeet to find another | pressed a strong'desire that their childres
viriend Like you ; but nov I seo Constancr ard | might some day be united.’
 Charles are halting for uc.’
¢ Well, Beaucamp,’ ho exclaimed, as they

‘ Very well, my dear, 1 will tuke anoppor-
tunily of sounding Malcolm the first time we
are alone, although I am juclined to thick,
from my own observation, theirs msy be
ouly cousinly affection ; but ns the fanily
fromn the castle dines here to-morrow, I mit
ascertain that point before their arrival, and
let you know.'

Accordingly, the next mcrning, stler

T'o be Continued.



