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Wc k-newv that it would tend to separation
botwecn Our missionaries and otixers in the
South Sens, as it lias dore. Wc couId nlot
doiibt that; thougli it miglit improas the na-
tives ivitii an iden offlri tisli power, it vouId
(lcstroy in them ail confidence in the pacifie
character of missionaries, whicb is the first
essentiai to succesa ia missions among
savags-that; it would ]end thom to iden-
nify the niissionaries ivitli other foreigncrs,
and exasperate theni more against both
thom and the religion of Josus, as the 7nis-
sionaries have since fdlt.

But 'we nover supposcd that ivhatever
stops the missionaries had takoen they hiad
comniitted any thing more than an error in
judgment, nor did wve suppose for a mo-
ment that; they were actuatod by any thing
but the bcst of motives. If amy different
impression ivas produccd by our article, wve
are sorry for it. We nover doclarod thera
"1unfit for the common brotberhood of
missions," mer used language approaching
te it. We thought that they baid made
a mnistakze in allowing themiselves la amy
way to bo mixcd up witli the affair. Blut
,we nover metint te hint tthat for one erroPV
of judgment, and that with most of them at
the bcginning of their career, they shouId
be cast off or rcgarded as unit for their po-
sition. .And we have no hesitation in say-
ing, that; for any word ia that; urticle that is
or scems to bc harali or offensive to the
missionaries pcrsonally, we express our sin-
cre regret.

Since that; tinie the subjoot lias undergone
a good Leal of discussion, particularly in
the Australian colonies. IVe have givon
car carefisi attention to ail that lias corne
under our notice on both aides of the ques-
tion, and ive mnust say, that; whule on some
important points, the information first given
by the actors ia the afflair has been modifled
by lator information, yet the main facts
are as tey wvere thon repreonted. Ia some
respects increascd information has only set
the matter in a worse liglit, and on the
whole the more it is examined, tho more
unjustiflable does it appear. So mmcli is
this the case, that one of the niissionaries,
wvho had allowed himsel( to bc drawn into,
it, bas sinco written home, candidly con-
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fossing that his vieOva have boom Ilmodified,
and lamenting the manner iu which lio was
led to havimg any concern ln tho matter.

Inmmodiately after the Curacoa affair, anjofficor oa board publishied an account of it
in a Sydney paper, in which the following
statement appears: IlWC bld one soaman
woundcd, who was shot through the abdo.
mien. Hoe was taken on board and died
altortly -after. The exact number of killbod
and wounded amomg the Tannese wve ivero
net able te asoortain, but we believe it must
exceed tzwenty. The day after our departure,
a party of natives coming accidemtaliy upon
an unexplodod shellin the bush were seized
witb a curiositv te sc the contents of the
brasa percussion fuze, thîey squatted them-
selves round the aboli and began beating the
fuze with a atone, wlhen it suddenly ex-
pioded, kiliing six of tbem and woundimg
others."

We bad no reason at the time to suspect
the corrCctmess of this information. It was
furnisbed by one engaged iu the affair. A
party froni the ship had landod, and lad
the best opportunity of knowing the resmîts
of their procoodings. We confoas that
though ie ovithheid titis front publication,
it did rouse Our felings and perliapa lent
sorne pungeucy te Our ren'arks. It ivas
ccrtaimly mos#. unfortumate, for the chante-
ter of the missionaries, that suob an aecount
shonld have beon published by thoso likely
to bo best imformed, anid 'no correction
appearod tili the indignation of the obis-
tian public ia Australia. lad boom excited.
Every friond of the mission wili rejoice to
leara by the accounts which we have pub-
lished since, and those which wve publishod
ia the Extra, that tbe loas of life, though
stili te be deplored, was mot sudb as %vas at
first represented.

Iu the lettons of the missionaý-ies no men-
tion wvas muade of any efforts to seoure the
interference of a man-of-war previous ta tise
arrivai of Commodore Wiseman. It was,
thono stated that on thse arrivai of the latter
thse missionanies bad drawn up a rnemo-
rial to Commodore Wisenman, calling aLLen--
tien te thse outrages cornmitted on British
subjects in tise mission service, &e., and the
impression produced was that it was upon


