266

The Tome any Forefgn BVecord,

Sept

very important document. The Report
gets gut with stating that the Home Mission
Board was constituted in 1868, at the first
meeting of the Synod of the Maritime Pro-
vinces {before that there wasa Synod in
New Brunswick and one in Nova Scotia),
hence this is the Fourth Annual Report.
At that time, of the 31 ministers either
settled or giving stated supply, 21 were
supplemented. The self-susteining congre-

ations were in a minority in almost every

resbytery, and they were actually becom-
isg fewer in number. In such circum-
stances it was no wonder that it was felt
that the time had come for vigorous effort.
The H. M. Board being organized, set four
objects before it, viz.:—(1) To diminish
the amount drawn from the Colonial Com-
mittee of the Home Church without di-
minishing the salaries of ministers and
missionaries ; (2? To increase the amount
raised by themselves; (3) To urge on con.
gregations the prime duty of becoming
se'f-sustaining as soon as possible; ang (4}
"To arrange and work & plan for the effici-
ent and economical distribution of rission-
aries among the different Presbyteries.
With regard to the first object the result
hag been marvellous. The sum drawn
from the Colonial Committee last year was
less than s fourth of whas was drawn four
years ago. Here are the sums whick were
drawn i the successive years respectively,
$6,542, $3,619, 82,431, 81,540, The Board
are of oginion that the money got from
Scotland should be spent not in supple-
menting congregazions, but should bagiven
to Colleges, Building Grants, Guarantees to
Missionaries for their first year or two, and
Church Extension or the formation of new
charges. As a Church they thinkitis time
to aspire to ““tho glorious privilege of be-
ing independent.” As to the second object,
there was less than $800 a year raised for
this purpose four years ago, now there is
over $2,300, and if all congregations were
to do as well as some, at least $3,500 woald
be realized. 1t is stated that from nearly
one third of the congregations no collec-
tions bave come in. We might add that of
the whole sum raised more thaun one-fourth
comes from one congregation,—St. Mat-
thew’s, Halifax, of which the Convener is
pastor. In the third object the progress
made may be stated in a word, and it1s no
less enconraging than in the other two
cases. It has been stated already that 21
copgregations were supplemented four yeats
sgo. Here is. what the pressnt report
says :—" Wo have now forty charges;
thirty-five of them sre supplied, in every
case but one, with ministers duly called
and settled ; and we havo two missionaries
in the foreign ficld. Only ten of the thirty-
five are supplemented; and even if all our
forty charges bad ministers, afthe moat

fourteen wonld be supplemented.” 1m the
distribution of missionaries it is stated that
four were gained duriag the year aud one
lost. Thelogs, however, is the gain of a
congregation, which instead of being vacant
is now settled. As to Church extension,
the Report speaks im a different tone.
Complaint is made that in this item no-
thing has beews done at all. In comment-
ing on this state of things, some plain
truths are uttered in & very pointed man-
ner. This work, the report says, should be
done by Catechists, Divinity siudents, ang
other laborers; but then the question
stares us ia the face, that the students of
the Church heve to go elsewhere for their
Divinity, aund o their summer’s labor is
not availeble. If the Synod is prepared 1o
take action in this scate of things the Board
is prepared to suggesta way. What the way
is we can but guess, but we think that our
guess is not far from the trath. It is that
the two Synods co-operate in sustaining
the Hall in Halifax, the Kirk Synod to
appoint and support a third Professor in
addition to the two that the other Synod
has already there, We sce no difficulty in
the way of such an arrangemcnt. We
cannot help thinking that much of the
success that has attended the Board’s opo-
rativns is due to the untiring vigilance,
great organizing power, and admirable tact
of the Convencr.

We have left ourselves very little room
to speak of the other matters that came
before the Synod. The Foreign Mission
Committee repurt two missionaries now in
the field. The Synod Fund isin a solvent
state. .And the other schemes are similarly
sitnated. A Widows’ and Orphans’ Fuad
is being inangurated, and an Aged and
Inﬁrm%vﬁniswrs’ scheme is being agitated.
There is o, Committee on Statistics, but no
written report was rendered this year
There are no committees on Temper-
auce or on the Observance of the Sabbath.
An overture on Christian life snd work
was brought up, and a resolution to take
ection on it moved and seconded, but the
matter was deferred. i

The following are the contribations made
to the scheme far the year —~Farcign Mis-
sion, $2,473.56 ; Home Mission, $2,385.19,
Synod Fund, $416.98; Bursary Fund,
$530; in all 85,805.78.

(From the Christian Messenger.)
On. Sabbath Observanco.

The following is the Report of the Com-
mittee of the Central Association (Bapiist)
on this sabject :—

The Great-God has ordained that mas
should work six days, and then xgst out
day. That is his will. It was declored
immediately sfter the finishing stroke was




