Laying out Farms.
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reduce its dimensions until that lsbour accom-

from it will augment to a great;r degree than

rhaps could ibly be believed.
l)eBu?s let mew:z‘t be misunderstood. Large
farms are by no means to be objected to, provi-
ded the owner hax capital enough to cultivate
every part as well assouiic of our bestsmall ones
are cultivated.

As an example of what may be obtained from

fifty acres are given, and are not more than I
have known repeatedly to be taken from good
land by several thorough farmers:
Acres.

10 wheat,
5 com,

35 bush, per acre,at $1.00 £350
A

2 potatoes, 300 « ¢ 20 120
1 ruta-bagas,800 « .10 80
6 wint.apples,250 « “ 25 375
6 hay. 24 tons « 6.00 90
10 pasture, worth 60
5 barley 40 bush “ 40 80
5 oats, 50 « “ 20 50

Total products of 50 acresof fineland, $1,385

This aggregate yield is not greater than that
obtained by some who might be named from a
similar quantity of land. - Good tand couléd be
brought to that state of fertility very easily ata
total cost of one hundred dollars per acre, and
then it would be incomparably cheaper than
many large poor farms at nothing; for while
the fifty acres could be tilled for three hundred
and eighty-five dollars, leaving one thousand
dollars nett profit, large poor farms hardly pay
the work spent upon them. One proprietor of
such a farm declared—¢ 7t takes me and my
hired man all summer at hard work to get
enongh to pay him only.”

LAYING OUT FARMS.

This department is very much neglected.
The proper disposition of the different fields, for
the sake of economy in fencing, for conveni-
ence of access, and for a full command of pas-
tare and protection of crops at all times, has
received comparatively ljttle aitention from our
agricultural writers and from farmers.

- Many suppose that this business is very
quickly disposed -of ; that a very few minutes,
or hours at most, will enable a man to plan the
arrangement of hie fields about right. But this
s a greaterror. Even whena farmis of the
simplest form, on a flat uniform piece of ground,
wany things are to be borne in mind in laying it
out ' In the firgt place, we all know that the

tain amount of labour every year to his farm,

plishes everything in the very bestmanner. He
will doubtiess find that the amount of land will
thus become much smaller than he supposed,
more so than most would be willing to reduce
it; but on the other hand, the nett proceeds

asmall piece of land, the following products of

wall, and use at the same time as little material
as possible. To do this much will depend on
the shape of the fields, A certuin length of
fence will enclose more land in the form of a
sguare than in any other practicable shape.
Hence fields should approach this form as nearly
as possible.  Agnin, the disposition of lanes is
a matter of consecence, 8o a8 to avoid unne-
cessary length ana fencing, and occupy the
least quantity of ground.

But these rules may be materially affected
by otherconsiderations. For inetance, itis very
desirable that land of similar quality may be in
the same enclosure. Some may be naturally
too wet for any thing but meadow or pasture ;
some may be much lighter, and susceptible of
ploughing, while others are not; some may be
naturally sterile, and need unusual manuring,
witlt green crops. Al these should, as far as
practicable, be included cach in its own sepa-
rate boundary. The situation of surface-drains,
forming the boundaries of fields, may influence
their shape ; facilitates for irrigation may have
an essential bearing ; convenience for watering
cattle is not to be forgotten. Where, in addi-
tion to all these considerations, the land is hilly,
still more care and thought is required in the
subdivision, which may possibly require years of
experience ; but when fixed fences are once
made, it is hard to remove them ; hencea pre-
vious thorough examination should be made.
A farm road, much used for heavy loads, shéuld
be made hard and firmy, and cannot be casily
altered ; it should consequently be exactly in
the right place, and be dry, level and short—
the shape of adjoining fields even conforming
to these requisitions ; but a road little used shourd
not interfere with the outlines of ficlds.

FENCES,

The kir.d of fence used, and the m#terial for
its construction, must depead on circustances
and localities. A good fence is always to be
preferred to an imperfect one ; though it cost
more, it will more than save that cost, and three
times the 2mount in vexation besides, by keep-
ing cattle, colts, and pigs out of fields of grain.
A thriving farmer, whose whole land, excep: a
smail part with stone wall, is enclosed by com-
mon rail fence, with upright cedar stakes and
connecting caps at the top, finds that it needs
renewing once in six years. He accordingly
divides his whole amouut of fences into six parts,
one of which is built new every year. Allis
thus kept systematically in good repair. Stone
walls, if sct a foot below the surface to prevent
tumbling by frost, are the most durable fence.
Hedges have not been sufficiently tried. The
English hawthom is not well adapted to our
hotter and drier climate ; and though semetimes
do ing well for a time, is not to be depended on.
The buckthorn in New England, and the New-
suhington

Jeneing of & moderately sized farm costs many
Wdoﬂlﬂ. Rt is very deitl!fle‘wdoit
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