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Fruit Trees in Owen Sound,

——

To the Editor of Tue Caxapa FarMER :

Sm,~-In a recent issuce of your journal I noticed a
letter from Mr.McLean on Owen Sound as a fruit grow-
ing district. I can say as much with regard to that
by experience as any one can.  About twenty years
ago I began to raise fruittrees, and also to buy them
from agents ; all grew und bore well except imported
praches I then began to plant peach stones; they
grew well in summer, but froze down a little in win-
ter for several years, but began to bear in about four
years, and the last three years they have borne a very
heavy crop, and now they never freeze. I have also
a Clinton Grape Vine; itbears well,and ripens about
the end of September, We took about 200 1bs. from
itlast fall.  We have also an Isabella beginning to
bear equally well, but is laterin ripening. We have
also plums, pears and cherries, doing well. Our
apples consist in part of the following kinds :~-North-
ern Spy, Rhode Island Greening, Snow Apple, King
of Tomkin’s Connty, Baldwin, Keswick Codlin,
Roxbury Russet, St. Lawrence, Ribston Pippin,
Maiden Blush, Twenty Ounce, besides some good seed-
lings of which I do not know the name, and all secm
to do ggnally well except for the hark louse, which is
yearly gaining ground in this locality.

WILLIAM BROWN.
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New Double Crimson Hawthorn,

Tms very fine variety of the English thorn is most
remaYkablo for the intensity of color. In other res-
pects, it is pot materially different from the common
double red bawthorn. We elip from the Florist the
following acconnt 0. ita origin:

*The history of the sport is briefly this: About
seven or eight years ago, some flowers of this intense
hue were observed on a plant of the double pink
thorn; and, on examination, it was found that a
strong branch had started up from near the centre of
the tree, with leaves as well as flowers differ-
ing from its parent. The branch was encouraged,
sod year by year increased in size, retaining the
color and character originally obserred. The parent
plant is apparently about twenty.five ycars old,
thirty feet high, and as much in diameter, measnred
from the outermost branches at its greatest width.

There is still only one atout central branch of this
deep color; the other branches, which are profusely
adorned with flowers, being of the original pale pin
so well known to horticulturists. When looking at
the tree recently, 8o great was the contrast hetween
tbe sport and the original, that we could not rid our-
selves of the impression that the parent variety was,
in this instance, paler than usual; and we asked
ourselvea whether the coloring matter had not heen
drawn from the larger snrface, and intensified in this
particular branch by one of those secret processes
which the atuadent of nature is often called upon te
bebold and wonder at, withont being able to account
for or cxplain. This may he fanciful; but here s
certainly a lusus naturar worthy of the attentive con-
sideration of our vegetable physiologists.”

The Elant, which has only rccently bcen brought
out in England, is well deserving of extensive culti)
vation. There is nothing moro ornamental, or more
endeared to us by carly memories, thaas the showy
and rosy hawthorn of May; but the celors havo
always been dull  Now, we ‘:ve intensity of color,
which must add much to the attractions of the plant.
‘We suppose any stock of this variety combardly tict
have reached this country, bit have no doubt that
our florists, with their ususl enterprice, will soomn in-
troduce it to the public —Am. Jour. Iort.

How to protect Trees from Insects.

Tur following simplo means of preserring trees
from the ravages of iasects, recorded in alate num-
ber of Chambers' Journal, was flrat published at
Lyons by the Imperial Society of I’ractical Horticul-
ture of the Rhono ; it ia worth a trialin this country.

“The mischief done by inscets whose eggs are
deposited in buds and blossoms is almost incredibie.
The remedy is {o mix one part of vinegar with nine
parts of water, and shower it from a syringe or fine-
{rosed watering-pot over tho trecs, plants or flowers
requiring protection. The experiments mado in this
way in the neigbbourhood of Lyons have proved
¢minently successful, the trces so treatedbhaving been
loaded with fruit, while others which had been let
alone bore very scantily. In preparing the solution,
it would be well to remember that as French vinegar
is moch stronger than Eoglish, the quantity of the
latter should be increased.” [\We should think the
inexpeniive Pyroligneous Acid might be employed
{astead of vinegar, if sufficiently diluted. Ed.C.F.}

Characteristics of a Good Fruit,

To the question, what are the poinis of & good fruit?
we answer: First, the best quality; second, durabil-
ity, or the property of remsining sound after being
gathorel ; third, size; fourth, color; fifth, form,
though I regard the lagt two as of nearly equal im-
portance.

So long as we raise fruit to eat, we can have no
hesitation in giving thefirst placeto its eating qualities.
No combination of other propertics, however valu-
able, can atone for any considerable deficiency in
this respect. Texture, jnice, flavor, aroma, join to
determine the quality.

Next in importance to quality is durability, or
keeping, by whick I do not mean late ripening, but
the property, whether early or late, of remainingsound
after being gatbered, A habit of decaying at the
coro is & very great fault in fruit ; and, for market,
one which can be ripened in the house is much more
valuable than one which, to be eaten in perfection,
must be ripened on the tree, ag is the case with the
Rostiezer and other pears of the Rouselet family, the
Eurly Harvest and Williams apples.

Tho third requisite, size, i8 at once obvious. One
of tho bighest Hiavored new pears is Dana’s Hoves,
but its value would be mary times multiplied counld
ita size be doubled, and itz luscious character re-
tained. Yet, while wo seek for large fruit in prefer-
cuce to small, wé should net forget thot a frwit may
be too large table use. We bave but one dessert
pearof the slwe of the Ducbesse 4" Angounleme, and
perliaps onc isenough. Dut whether the size is large
or small, it sheuld be uniform.

Beanty of eelor and form, thongh less important
than the preoeding points, are still of great value,
and, all other things being equal, that fruit which
possesses them will juelly receive the preference.
‘The best coloved pearsare those with a brilliant red
cheek, mext to this comes a golden or cinnzmon rus-
set, then yellow, and last green.

Beauty of germ has been less regarded than color,
Lut a moment's observation will show its importance,
Some pears an: 80 beautiful ia the curves which form
their outlines as at once to attract and please the eye,
while others are entirely unprepossessing if netugly.
The Bucrre Bosc is the most perfect example of the
former; and it is not only beautiful in itself, bat
pleases us as being the true pear type. After the
Pyriform comes the Doycnne type; and between the
wwo we have all gradations, which are desirablein
pro;g;ortion as they approach the former. Next to
ihe Doyenne is the Bergamot; then comes the globu-
Iar; then tho ovate, tapering toward the eyc; and
when this is conjoined with o knobby substance, it
is worst of all.—Extract from President Wilder's Ad-
dress al the Pomological Meeting.
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A Laror Grave-vixe—Mr. Stewart, Oxford, G. W,
has a Clinton vine scventy feet long—that i3, thirty.
five feet each way from the root. running over and on

an eight-foot picket fence, which hung this year with
onco mays of grapes from end to cnd. IHe entirely
ignores the ides of cutting grape vinesbhack to five or
six feet, argeing that the loeaders shonld not bo cut
at all, Tho vime reforred to isin his garden, and has
had all necessary care; and though the grapes had
been somewbat jnjured by hail, bota in bunch and
berry they wouid compare favorabiy-with the Clintons
to he olsewhere seen.

Horticulturs for the Clergy.

“ Rev. Dr. Vall,” says the Pillsburg Advocale, “for
forty-six ?ems o trusice of Amherst Coilege, has
ended an honorable aud usefil pastorate of thirteen
years, at Palmer, with a farewell sermon, in which
he spoko with an honest pride of his never having
subjected his people to the inconvenience and ex-
pensoe of the fashionable miunisterinl vocation of
modern times, He said that had been superscded by
a system of horticulture and homoexercise, which all
cmml?/ ministers might most advantageously adopt,
with far better resuksas to health and atudy, and
pastoral 1abor, and pecuniary cxpenditure, than rus-
ticating in Adirondack monutains or among the salt
marshes cf Cape Aun.”

We commend the above ) the thought(ul attention
of the clergy of Canada. Travel enlarges ono’s ideas,
and if the traveller be observant adds greatly to one’s
knowledge of human nature and stock of information
generally, but unfortunately travelling is an expen-
give luxury such as few clerggmen can afford to in-
dulge in. Gardening is universelly practicable.
Tho taste for it is intuitive, and even where it
is not supposed to exist, can easily and quickly
be doveloped. Itis a source of great pleasure, and
so far from being a costly recreation, may be mede
remunerative and profitable in & pecuniary point of
view.

Wasa For Fruir Trexs.—¢J. II. W.” from Sand-
wich, has sent us the following in reply to s recent
enquiry from a correspondent respocting a wash for
fruit trees :—* In TRE Cavaba Farazr of November
15th, W. Drone, of Kirkwall, asks whether ‘lye’ is
a puitable wash for young trees.

“My experience as a frult grower is, that a wash
made with soft soap and rain water is far supetior to
any other that has yet been recommended. It pro-
duces a freshness, a healthy and vigorous growth of
bark, which will {end materially to incresse the
vitality of the tree. I have used this successfully,
and can recommend it. A white-wash brush may be
used, and a plentiful supply given.

“A patent pail of soft sonp wil Imake iwenty gal-
lons of the wash.”

Lanror CrLesTER oF GraPES.—Mr. Fowler, gardener
to the Earl of Stair, Castle Kennedy, produced, at a
recent show in Glasgow, the most extraordinary
bunch of grapes, for size and weight, that has been
exhibited in modern times. It all but rivalled the
famous bunch of Specchly at Welbeck., It weighed

17 1bs. 2§ ozs., and was of the White Nice wvariety.
The same grower had enormous Black Alicante, with
berries the size of Victoria Hamburgh, and bunches
cempact and pyrimidal to a fault. Trebbiano, too,
was the largest and b st formed bunch of the kind
probably ever exhibited. Mr. Fowler ulso produced
a bunch of the Du-hess of Buccleuch varlety, much
larger in cluster and herry than any of ¢his variety
before exhibited. The ‘size of bunch which Mr.
Fowler induces in all the sorts under his cultural
care, is something wonderful, and i€ he does not at
all timea show them quite up to the finishing stroke
in point of color, it need not he wondered at.—
Foorist (London).

Protecring Freir TREES FROM MICE—AS the time
of drifts and heavy snows is now upon us, it is well
for those having young fruit trees to take some mea-
sure to protect them from {he ravages of mice. A
great many {rees are gnawed and spoiled by these
little pests, which a little timely care would save.

I have tried several remedies, such as making an cm-
hankment of earth around the trees, treading down
the snow, &¢. The latter has generally proved suc-
cessful, though it somctimes fails, especially where
there is a thick growth of grass. My method now 1s
to use ting, which Ifind & very sure as well as an
economioal arrangement. For small trees not over
two inches in diameter, I buy sheets of tin twelvo
inches aquare at tho tin-sbop, and cut them into pleccs
six inches square. These I bend over a round piece ot
wood to givo them form, and counecct the sides as
they mect, with asmall picce of wire, made crane-
hook fashion, and inserted in holes previously made.
Tho tine will last & good many years if taken care of
in summer, ard tho ouly work of putting them on
is tospring them open and put them around the trees,

then hook and slide thein down 1o the ground.— Cor.
Maine Farmer.



