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son lirovn, in order to rad his palper )'n " Suggested improse-
mnent s in the .ining Laws of Canada."

.\Ir. COSTE reiewed the lians ;i force in the uarious pro\in-
ces and ohjected to dhe position of the Dommnion, which governed

bi reguationls emnîaa,ting fromn Orders in Council, a more pier-
nimsent method was desiriable. Tl'he esu//s olf the preseit lans
were their greatest condennation. Out ol* .oo,ooo acres granted
in Ontario under patent sinîce 1897, onl .1,000 acres w ere being
worked. At least another Ioo,ooo acres had been granted pre-
viously to 1897, so that onli1 One half of one per cent. of the iand
granted ferining purposes vwas being de% eloped. There remîained

in Ontario only a million acres of mineral lands, and .it the present
rate these would be exhausted in 15 vears. To rely on the self

interest of the on ners for the det elopment of the lands had been
shown hy experience to be useless. The chiances were 2,000 to i

against developnent of lands w'hose vailue was unknown, but
amîongst which were almost ail le good mines.

His remuedy had beei accepted, in principle, by ail the pro-
vinces aid consiste(d of iniposing an assessment in uwork, of about

$5 per acre, fron holiders of mining ilands ; failure to comply with
this condition forfeited the lands to the Crown, uniless an equivaient

amount in cash be paid within one month of the end of the vear.
i n the Yukon, $2oo an acre was the requireient. In Nova Scotia

40 days labor per are:a (four-lifths of an acre) was required, equal
to S2oo per year. %Ir. Coste thought a $5 assessment would be
one of the greatest hoons to the bona lide mining comnmunity since

it wouild tend to elimninate the drones and stimulate the exertions
of the huîsv lices.

Mr. COSTE'S proposals were supported by Nlajor I.eccie and
others, and strenuously opposed b% NIr. Gibson and others, resuilt-

i ng in a very animated discussion, which did not terminale until
near nidnig.dht. when the mcetingi for 1904 was conlcluded.

CANADIAN MINING INSTITUTE

Annual Meeting, 1904-Presidential Address.

It becomes m21v pleasant dutv, as President of the Canadian

Miiiiii lsitittte, to welcoimie vou all to this our 6th asinial ieeting,

and, persomlîay, permit Ie to greet you aIll te more heartilv as this

is the first meeting of this Institute to take place ini my native
Province of Ontario. i past vears ire have leld our atintial meet-
ings in the good old City of Ionîtreal, which, bv the special Act of
Parlianicot incorporating our Ilastitute, is designated as Ile place
for our head office. Roval times did we have there and good lively
disctIssiois on2 ilaiv verv iilteresting topics concerninig t our iiiig

industries. But we propose lere in Toronto to lag belhind, ieither
in contentment and good fcliowship among ourselves, ior in the
sharp iiterest always shown i. the papers presented by our mem-
bers. The only fear xve have is that our discussions on matters
afTecting our mn industries will not lie as livelv here, outside

of the French-Canadian mivi-gorating atmosphere. This would lie
a pity, hut it, however, reiaIins to be seen vlether it wili he so.

and we can tell hetter after the meeting whether our fears in this

respect vere correct, or whether imiiiigv men, especially Canadianîs,

are nlot ailw:vs lively wvherever thev may be.
Wheîen ithis institute was ftiided in 898, il numhered sixty-

six imeilbers froni Ouebec, and fortv-four froi Ontario, exclusive
of student mîembers, whilst at the end of last vear our record
jhows sixtv-nine imembhers from Quebec, and onc liimndred and

eight froim Ontamrio, exclust ie of st udent mtieiiilicrs. To this iltuith

Luicker and larger growth of ileii nership ii On1tarii. is to be t-

tributed ins a great imleastire the l.îct t t.t ue are gatleringe ii Toroito

to-da) ; .mnd it is .InI indication that the mining centre of C.an.îda is

heLtoming fashioiable and is preparing to mo\ e w est .ind north, as
further exemplified by the fact that we hate non eleven miniembers

in the Yukon, \%hile we liad none tiere ini iS S, and that we la\e

non sixt-eigit miieimiliers in BritisI Columbia, w hen ne lad oily

orty-tuo th ere in i 89S. It is true, as ai offset, tha we itte nlow

fromu Nota Scotia tiirt% iembiiers instead of sixteen in i8cy8 , but

still il is clear that Our Quebec and laritime Pro% ince mîenhership
is (ii point of iniber only) lagging belind the memberslip n est
of Niontreal. No doubt this is only a natural resuilt otf tle openling
up of the western scCtioI of the couinitrv, but still i thotight tait 1
iieitioling the fact i Iliglht neerthcless stimulate our eastern

ieiiibers to renewed ellorts in getting aIll the good ininiiiig el-

gineers and ining men in iheir poroinces o join our Institute. in
ordLr to make il a still more powerful factor in carryingr out hIe

purposes, for which il was chartered bw a special .\ct of the Parlia-
ment of Canada. Tlhese purposes are nell defincd in the preamîble

of our Charter, they are tiisilfisi and noble purposes ; and silice
tihis i our irst meeting outside of Mointreal, il seeis a good
opportunit% to re' iew briely the paîst work of our Institute, as tiis
retiew v will sh2ow that we are liviing ti t the patriotic, tinsellisl

aimîs for which we got together me vears ago, and are tlereliv

greatlv beiieftting anld proiotin.r the det elopm22ent of tIhe ining
industries of Camada.

A little of the past listory of the several mining organizations
which preceded us is lere necessarv, sice we are the successors of

these liodies of mining men formerl organized separatel in tIte

different mniiiing prot inces, but which afterwards iot oilv formed
a federation, but even dissolved themiselves subseqiuentlito a
Iarger :md stronger oIstitute under a gvenîeral Charter fromn the

Canadian Parliaiment to emlrace mining enilers and iing mei

from the Vhole of lthe Dominion of Ca:mada.
The following is a brief sketch of the evolution otthese miiinng

assoemtîins :

Jantuary 2;rd, î&pu -Geieral liiiig Association, Province of
uiebec, was formed.

larch 30th, 3S2 linling SocietV of Nova: Scoti;a wtas
formiîed.

April roth, 94-Ontario liing Institute vas lormied.
jantuary, tS 9 6--Federated Canadiani îliig Imtitute Vas

formued.
t1:arcl 4111, i .S8-Canadia .\iining Institute w;ts farned.
Before the organizatioin of the Oucbec lining Association

there waNs small orgaization in Nova Scotia cailed The Gold-

\iner.s Asociation of Not n Scotia, of which our present worthy
secretarv vas tle onilv hoiorarv nemiber. We musl lot overlook

the Mica Iiners Associatiomn, which did somlie good work in collect-
iin.g : large aiount of data concerning the production, tises and

m.rkets for mwica. nor the org;anization cffected insi Vent of le
Provincial Mining Association of British Coliumbia, a very vell or-

ganized body of all classes of hie coimiiunîity in tlhat Province, or-
ganized for protection, and hie hetterient of mining legislation in
British Colttihia.

Ali these organizations hat e been a pow erful t'-ctor for good.
Fir.st throuîgl their publications -

A list of the papers read hefore these bodies formis quite an imn-
posing nId exccedingly creditable conributii to our mîining
literature ; they, and the discussionis pon lthem ha e been publisied
in pamphlets :m1 handsome volumes, and hat e rendercd an iipor-


