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of their intelligence, saying that the
study of poultry is a very mean sort of
business and ounly fit for old women etc,
and they will even half excuse them-
seives if they are caught in a poultry
house. ) )

Let me say that the breeding of poul-
try gives a man of more than average
brains plenty of work for his intellect,
and that we want many more of such
men than we have at present in our
ranks, so if you are a being of supezrior
intelligence, do not let that debar you
from entering the ranks of the profes-
sional fancier or poultry man. Bring
your brains along, they will help you a
great deal more in this work than in
many other professions, and above all,
come with the intention of being proud
of your position and a determination
not to give 1n; then if you fail, Iam a
great ‘‘gossoon,” whatever that may
be.

One more ‘‘don’t” comes intomy mind,’

viz.: don't “trust to luck” for your suc-
cess. If thereis a business where luck
has little todo, it is in poultry-keeping.
How many times have visitors said to
me: “you seem to have good luck with
your birds.” Oftener than any other
phrase has that been used. Alwaysre-
member that fowls are not naturally a
sickly lot of critters as some people
fancy, discard drugs, except in neces-
sary instances, and also egg foods. I
hear you ask why, and answer that the
properties of the several egy foods are
to eacite the ovartes, and generative
functions of the Len, to their highest
capacity. If you have any idea of med-
icine and its effects on the different
organs of man, Beast and bird, you will
readily see how hurtful must be the
effect on the hens powers of reproduc-
tion. It is all very well for the makers
of these egg foods to say that they con-
tain only the elements of the egg. The
food - the bird eats contain the same.
But watch the action of most egg foods
and it will convince you at once. The
hen will begin to lay oftener and too
quickly after it is supplied, for the in-
gredients to have formed a part of the
eggs. How do we know this, you say—
because the eggs are existing already in
the body of the hen in every stage of
development from the size of a pin head
to that which in a few minutes will be
expelled.

I would have more faith in:

egg food if it did not do its work so** sud-
den.” Ifyou want to rush your hen and
get all you can inone short season, it is
all right, but to keep your stock in vigor
from year to year for breeding, let na-
ture and good giving do its work.

Asto drugs it puts me in mind of -
what a persoa said to.me lately after
asking advice for a sick bird. Well,
said he, “1 don't know how 1t is, I give
them all the things I read of in the
papers that are good for them. I give
them iron in their water and sulphur in
their feed and red pepper and bone
meal and anti-roup mixture, etc., yet
they get sick, and a lot of them had
bowel complaint thisspring, and I got a
packet of cholera medicine—cost me 60
cents and did not cure them. I feel
disheartened, and sorry I went into
fowls. 1did not know they were sickly
things.” As I look back on my own ex-
perience [ can sympathise with the com-
plainant, and finally sent him on his
way rejoicing. [ told him I would go
and have a look at the stock and to use
no more medicine. The #rouble with
him was checkifg the loose state of
bowels with cholera mixture, and feed-
ing sulphur at the same time. Itis a
wrong idea people have; fowls need
none of these things half the time. when
they are compelled to take them. A
little 1ron 1s good once in a way, but the
birds do not need it at all, if at perfect
liberty. The person referred to had
previously told me that he took a cer
tain poultry paper because it had so
many prescriptions for cases of si-k
ness in it. [ really think the way ad-
vice is givea sometimes 1n poultry
papers is enough to frighten any person
out of the idea of going inrto chickens.
This is the popular style:

Roup pills, indispensible to the fan-
cier, soc per box. Mr. Humbugs chol-
era mixture, S1 per bottle; you can't
keep fowls without it. The celebrated
dyspepsia cure prepared by Mr. Know-
all, will cure the worst case of indiges-
tion in fowls ; you can't get along with-
out it. And so on.

(To be Continued.)

Broken egg shells and gravel should also be
constantly kept before the birds It helps grind
their food and thereby aids digestion



