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,diffleuit i'ith, respect to othiers, to point out thé timie whlen evil or gyood'gained
the aiscendanit. The sui-est reference is, to be always taking care to L"have scrip-
tural comnt'ot in God with respect to Nvlint w~e are at the present moment, and
to commit ail the pýast te Hitn whio knoeth ail things. Who cani ever seule
the question of conversion without this; or evexi have iris mind properly setttcd,
at ail 1

I6. llow may wo inosi scripturally express ourselves upen our own state 'w
grace ? Ail that ive can possibly utter uipon this subject is cont..e onie
sentence of St. Paul : ' Nevvrtieless, I obtained rnercy :' or, ' The Lord bath
cnBied me eut of darkness into his marvellous liglt:' or ' Thoughi sucli ard
such was I; yet I arn washed, I ai "n sanctifmed, I arn justified, iii the name of
the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of oui' God.'

"Let any one but ' corne te the lighlt,' and bis general chiaracter Nvill always
show itseif: whereas, by inaking tee ilice distinctions about -%vlat are ealled
degrees of grace, wve are only uncour;.lgirîtg hypocritical people te apc and cant.

"lBesides, as there are rnany, on the one lîand, wvJo have a soit of eniula-
tive or imitative religieus zeal wvhicli 'coînethi of evii,' se, ont thc other
band, there are many really ùpriglit but diffident perseins, wvho continue in.
]iurtful suspense about ilheir statu of grace, becnuse they canet Seo ii themselves
just the very marks of it w'hichl ethers cau ta/k of. But thougli a gyenuine
sitiging bird, in, it.s unfiedged nonage, may be easily mirrtalzen foi another that
~vill nev'er be vocal, ),et its growth gmaduaily belrays its nature, and by and by
it sings fromn instinct. Home theri I tke my stand. Every ene lsa t liberty te
spcak wvith ail the edificatien he ean give to hirnself er te others respecting the
condition of his seul : but ive are not te overrate disclosures of this sort. Better
is it te look after the fruit, at seasons when the tree may be expected te show its
nature."

POIETRY.
Wlîy le this stupendous Intelligence se rctired and silent wlîile prescrit in ail tihe scenes et

the earth, and in ail the pathe and abodes of men ? WVhy dees He keep Bis glery invisible
buchind tire shades and visions of the material world I-.1ester.

Where dost Thou dwell,
Unknown, unseen, yet knowing, seeing ail 1

We flnd Thee flot in hermnits louely oeil,
Or loftie9t; palace hall.

No mnore at eve,
Tyforrn is 'with us on the dtisty road,

The dead sleep on, theughi loviug hrearts may grieve,-
The suffering beur' their load.

Night; closes round-
In the dini ferest aisies ne lenf is stirred,

Se liushced as if lîeaveu's distant music sound.
Might 'even làere be heard.

Throtugh ail we sec
Up te the azure roof -with stars inwreught,

Through ail carth's temrple do we look for 'l lice;
A.las 1 we find Thee net.

Yet, Thou art near,
ýFtther, forgive our weak and failing sight,-

Forgive, anid make ouir darkness xioenday elear,
With Thy celestial light.

Thry love hatir given
Faith's telescoîîe wherewith te gaze on Thee,

Aid us, that tlîreugh it Icokiug unto Heaven,
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