
THINNING FRUITS.

Tj HE past season lias (leioflstratCd more
Icleariv thail ever the nlecessity of pro-

(iu(:nO a better rrade of fruit thaii can, be
grownl by the " ]et alone " niethod so long
practiced by miost of our growcYrs. Thie
resuits of thinning out, a liberal arnouint of
fruit fromi an overloaded tree or plant are
(i) that the folPage becomies more vigorous
and more resistant to insect and fungous
pests; (2) tic remiaining fruit grows larger
and more perfect in size, color and quaiity;
(3) thc larve of the codling mioth, the in-
sect producing wormyv fruit in the apple,
pear andl quince and the larvS of the
pluin curculio, that produces the wormny
plumis and chierries, are destroyed in the
immature fruit whien it dries up or (lecays
on the grouind, and miuch lcss labor is re-
quired to, sort and pack the renîaining, fruit
whien it is harvestcd. 'fle price obtaincd
for fruit froni carefully tliinned trecs or
plants is certain to be niuicli bighcer tlîaii if
ail the fruit wvcre allowcd to reniain un-
thinxicd, while the cost of thiinnixig is flot
niuicl greater tlîan would be the extra cost
of the final picking and s5 rting of so imch
inferior fruit.

The best tinie for thinning fruits is as
soon as it can be dctermincd mwhat speci-
miens arc injurcd by insects or by anv otlicr

case iTe best tiiîie for the apple, pear,
peacli and plumn is carly iii July. 'Thi
grapc should b)c tiîinned as soon as the
sizc of the bunches can bc decrniincd,
wliicl nîav be the last of june or the first
of July. 'The amiount of fruit to, bc re-
iiîoved will depeîîd largely uipon iiow mmucli
lias set. Ini soie cases three-fourtlîs should
be renîovcd. In tlhe case of peaches and
pluiiis the fruit slîould not niature on the
branches icarer tlianti six luches apart if the
whole tree is fruiting. XVith apples and
pezars theaiou of tlîinning to be donc
muiist depenci upon the sîze and vig-or of the
trees, but ail m-ornxv and defornicd fruits
shiuuld be remioved eveiî to the extent of tak-
ing thec entire crop, for in thc majority of
cases such fruit onfly serves to increase the
nuniiiber of insects the niex-t Year anîd wviI1 fot
pay the cost of harvcsting if alloîved to nia-
turc. In thixînixîg the grape ail sniall
buiîches slîould be remioved if thîe fruit is in-
tcnded for mîarkct, as only large, full
bunclies ivill selI for good prices, and ond.i a
limiited amount, depending upon the strength
of vinie, shouild be allowed to remnain on ecdi
cane. In vincyards at full growth froxîî io
to 20 pounds of fruit wiIl be ail that ecd
vine can miature ani-L retain its vigor.-Milas-
sach usctts Experiment Station Report.

MARKETING CHERRIES.

T HIS is an old topic, but xviII bc of in-terest, -.i *twitlistanding. I sec near-
Iy evcry day, ini fruit tinie, exanîples of loss
and] wastc, in puttixig fruit ulpon the miarket
ini an unripe or unmiierciiantable condition.
Offiv the other day I saw in a grocery sone
clherries ini a drawer ini front of a grocery,

which had been picked as iuch as six days
sooiîer thian thîey should have been.

Thev were not only smiall and green but
verv iiperfect. Tiiere wverc stems withiout
cherries and chierries without stenms, atid ail
togetiier tbout a uiîtnga lot as I ever
Sawv.


