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Gleanings.

ART EDUCATION OF WOMEN.

Women need much consclation in this world.
arae in love :
they shonld have a nblimated Poud’s uatriet, a motaphorical
camphor, or spiritoal arnies, to apply to that hidden wound. The
needle is a gond little lightning rod, & wouductor off for con-
cealed disturhance  Many a heartadhc has beoin cinbroidersd away.
Sometimes women are poor. This is sadder still.  They must so
couduct the hidden sorrow through the ncedle into tho satin that
it may come back to them bringing bread.  They must weave that
enchanted carpet of Aladdin, which will take them from place to
place. They must earn their living Ly their accomplishments—a
hard thing to dn.

And here we come to trouble. Most woruen can do various
pretty things well - but not well enough to sell.  The thorough art
education of women is a thing which had net been thought of
twentv-five vears agn  Thus it came about that nv bewyg on
earth is 80 helpless us the reduced lady; and it is to the assist-
ance of reduced ladies that the South Kensington Museum Asso-
ciation lias devoted itself, teaching women to embroider sv per-
fectly that even the Romar Catholic Church, that great purchaser
of embroidery, will buy the work, and she is very particular.
The ecclesiastical embruidery is a special art by itself. Chasubls,
cope and alb, robe and carpet, and altar-cloth and drapery
must be so deftly done that the inicroscope itself can detect no
flaw. ‘There 1s no finer, richer illuminating in an old missal than
some of this embroidery. Tho taco of Christ is painted by some
dcvoutlnecdlc~\vonmn in silk almost as Leonardo da Vinei painted
it in oils.

Tapestry is the work o both Arachne and Penclope. It is
woven first, and then embroidered, or elso in the weaving a shorter
thread s thrown acruss, and the pattern comes out in fresh cnlnra
of a different weft. Many ladies now emulate Matilda in the
Bayeaux tapustry, and use, as she did, coarse brown linen for the
groundwork, and design, as she did, their own patterns.—Turkish
toweling 1s a favorite bachyground for these tapestries A great
tendency toward cheap things, and & sudden discovery that the
cheapest fabric and the most perpendicular sunflower, or the
straightest cat tail, is more artistic in combination than the wreath
of splendid lilies thrown across satin—all this is the surprising dis-
covery of modern art decoration. Some of us take the liberty of
doubting the wholesale assumption of the modern Eastlake, pre-
Raphaelite, and South Kensington Schools. Some of us stial love
luxurious French bLrocatelles and Japanese silks, heavy with gold
and silver ; but we arein au inglorious minority. A coffec bag em-
broidered with cat tails is ** higher art.”’—Aypleton’s Journal.

CONDENSED DIRECTIUNS FOR TEACHING ARITH-
{ METIC.

BY JOHN SWETT, IN NATIONAL JOUUNAL OF EDUUATION.

1. Train beginners from five to six years of age on combinations
of numbers, not exceeding ten, in addition, subtraction, multipli-
cation, and division. Begin with counters, such as small blocks of
wood, shells, corn, beans, ar pebbles, and use them for two or
threo months, until the pupils can make the combinativns without
the awd of objects.

2. Teach figures, and the forms of written arithmetic, in connec-
tion with the mental work.

8. Children under ten ycars of age should be limited to oper-
ations in addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division, in
arder to secure accuracy and readiness. Problems and analysis
come properly when the reasoning faculties are more develnped

4. Use the blachbuard yourself for the purpose of giving explan-
ations or mudels of methods.

5. Drill your pupils at the board, sending up one-half the class
while the other half is engaged in slate work. Give both divisions
the same exercises, and insist on good figures and neat work.

6. Give frequent drills in addition, the operativn in which more
mistakes are made than any other.

7. Fix every new operation, or principle, by long-continued and
frequently-repeated dnll.

Svwetumes thoy |
indeed, thir ia g0 commun a complaint with them that

8. Accuracy is vastly moro important than rapidity. .

9. Mental operations should, in general, precede writton arith-
metic. Tho two should be taken together.

10. The essential operations in arithmetic, which all pupils
should understand, are the fuur rules, common and decimal frac-
tions, the tables of weights and measures, und interest. All the
reat of the toxt-book may bu umitted withuui much luss by all but
high-school pupils,

11 A great desl that passes in schouul buvks under the name of
arithmetic consists largely uof schoulmastors’ oxercises, of neither
practical nor disciplinary value.

Tur CueerRPrL TEAcHER.— What a blessing to a school isa
merry, cheerful teacher, one whose spirits are not affected by wot
days or little disappointments, or whuse mulk of human kindness
does not sour in the sunshine of prusperity. Such a person
hrightens the school room Like a Little piece of suushiny weather.
The children go to school with a sunse uf sumething great to be
achieved, and so day by day their strength and energy are ro-
newed.

Wheun tho benevolent pastor  berlin visited the schools of Alsaco
in his day, he came to a school where there was wuch noise. At
last he found the teacher—and asked him what he taught. *‘ Noth-
ing,” said the man. '‘Nothing . said the pastor, *“how is that?”
* Because,” said the schoolmaster, with charming simplicity, ¢ T
know nothing niyself.” He then went on to describe how he had
charge of some pigs until be became too infirm, and then was sent
to take charge of the children.

W. D. Henkle, of Ohio, says, * No teacher deserves a position
in a school who has not envugh education to become the reader
of at least one guod educational periodical. * * He ought to read
sovaral. If hois too poo¥'to afford the expense uf one, he 18 too
poor to teach.”  What journal should a teacher take ? The one that
will do him the most good. If his wwn Statd journal 18 o good
one. he should take that. If teachers support well their own edu-
cational paper, its increased circulation makes 1t a power in the
State for the premotion of educational interests, and thus it be-
comes the teacher’s best friend. It is always ungrateful to ‘cut”
a tricd and true friend for the sake of a new acquaintance.

PicTuRres 1¥ THE Scuool Rooum.—‘“ Just as pleasant as’ could
be! Looked like a parlor,” were the words of or.e vho had passed
through a class-room and given but & glance to its belongings.
** It 15 s0 dismal in our room,"” said a scholar to one of her friends;
‘¢ nothing but desks, chairs and blackboards ; even the maps, old
and soiled as thoy are, would be soinething to look at ; but Miss
B * #* {akes them down as soon as geography lesson is over ;
examples or any kind of scribbling on the blackboards would be
less tiresomeo to see than the empty space ; she is so practical as to
have every mark rubbed out as soon as it is made.” Notice the
difference in the iwo remarks, What do ysu think caused the
rooms to look so unliko cach other? Two or even one word would
explain it, Pictures—that is the first ; flowers—that is the next.
Some one has obsorved, and truly : “ Nothingis more melancholy,
particularly to a person who has to pass much time in his room,
than blank walls and nothing on them ; it is such an inexpressible
reliof to a person engaged in writing, or even reading, on looking
up, not to have his line of vision choppoed square off by an odious
white wall, but to find his suul escaping, as 1t were, through the
frame of an exquisite picture, to other beautiful scenes where the
fancy for 2 moment may revel refreshed and delighted.”—Helen
Ray Randolph,*in New York School Joumtal.

Harp Work must be done by the growing student, and plenty
of it, if he would acquite toughness of mental fibre. We have
little faith in the pap-spoun theury of education, and still less in
dry husks of tho rote system of mere question and answer. But
toil) may be made glad when interest is aroused and thought is ac-
tive, and it is by such toil only that the most important results are
achieved. It is the business of parent and teacher to arouse this
interest by presentiug the subject, whatever it .may be, in anin-
telligent and attractive manner. He should not do the work fur
the child, but should «id him in doing it until the strength of the
latter is such that he can move on of himself, awakened, resoluts,
and self-reliant.—Penn. School Journal,



