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should not pass unchallenged, I confined my
remarks o ¢hem, reserving the consideration
of new schemes until the assertions quoted
received due attention. Surely this is not
an illogical order of approaching such a
‘question. I am now charged, however, with
evading tAe question, and with attempting to
raise side issues merely to divert attention.
My erratic course, morcover, is charitably
accounted for by a pardonable trepidation at
‘the unwelcome spectre of a departing Govern-
ment grant |  One would suppose that if our
‘claims to this special grant are unjust, that if
-a system of spoliation and monoply is being
rcarried on, the *‘bonus” must of necessity be
withdrawn. ** Vested rights were not to be
interfered with,” but these could hardly in-
clude a special grant given on an assumgtion
now proved to be fa/se—on ‘‘distinctions”
now shewn to be “‘ merely fictitious.'t The
scharges once sustained, of course both title
-and grant should be withdrawn, and High
-Schools started de 2#0vo on a race for dis-
dinction. This much by the way, I have
-only to say that, if the points above enumer-
ated do not constitute the main thoughts of
ithe article tr question, I entirely misappre-
Aend its import.

¢ Whitby” prefers to consider these com-
wplimentary allusions merely as introductory,
leading to amain question. Inother woids,
he assumes that he is at liberty first to place
Institutes on a fictitious basis; to declare
that they are maintained by a process of
questionable honesty; that they are of spon-
taneous growth ; and then serenely pass on,
expecting his readers as meekly to follow
him !

The main question, it now appears, was
the relative value and claims of boys end giris
in our High Schools ; the relative import-
ance of Latin and Greek, compared with
¢“ other subjects, of quite as much value as
the ancient classics.” He certainly does not
give your readers credit for ordinary intelli-
gence, or he would not thus attempt to
cover his tracks.

These questions are not introduced until
after the Institutes are charged with system.
Atically robbing the other schools, with par-
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ticipating in **abuses which are crushing the
lifeout of our High Schools.” To “Whitby"”
such charges seem a bit of pleasantry. Col-
legiate Institute trustees and teachers, how-
ever, may possibly deem them worthy of
more than a passing notice. I therefore
endeavoured to prove that he was in error in
the first place, as to the distinction between
Institutesand High Schools, by shewing, (1)
That the thirteen schools now ranking as In-
stitutes have an attendance of from 8o to 250
each in Latin; that these constitute about one-
half the classical pupils in the Province ; (2)
That, by reason of the special grant, Lnstitutes
are enabled to give these pupils the almost
exclusive attention of a classical master—an
advantage not generally attainable in other
schools ; (3) That, by consulting our Uni-
versity lists and departmental returns, it
will be seen that this work is not only
extensive but also characterized by an average
thoroughness ; (4) That in these particulars
the original design of establishing Institutes
was fulfilled ; that therefore the distinction
between them and ordinary High Schools is
not ¢ purely fictitious,”

According to *“ Whitby’s” logic, this proves
the reverse of what I intended ; in fact it
proves nothing, unless it be that in the Insti-
tutes in 1878 *‘ there was little Latin and less
Greek.” Whyso? Simply because the num-
bers given include gir/s in Latin as well as
boys ! This is a fair specimen of the argu-
ments adduced throughout his reply. Com-
ment is needless.

The statement as to our forcing boys into
Latin was next referred to, and such a course
shewn to be both impracticable and unneces
sary ; that the serious charge would equally
apply to *‘the many High Schools which
have 59 in Latin, instead of 60—the only
distinction in many cases.”” To these state-
ments *‘ Whitby" offers no real reply ; butin-
stead favours us with an amusing and specious
change of base not often surpassed, *‘ Forced
into Latin” was meant to signify, not coercion,
but *¢ rapid development” in preparatory hot-
beds, etc. The force seems to turn on the
meaning given to the preposition *‘into.”



