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whiditb«M«iM«iMiw«rabiitth«pnhidt. BcthoOetnaadBMLM
the Mrtioipatonin th* i^rti, tonitd thair nie frcquentlT ap the Detroitm
if thef expected some importsnt approach. The broad reach of the ridt
rWer, aflbrdingp an undiBturbed view, as we have stated, for a distmce of sotM
nine or ten miles, where commenced the near extremity of Turkey Island^

presented nothing, however^ as yet, to their gaae, and repeatedly were Mm
telescopes of the oflBcers raised only to fall in disappointment flrom the eye^
At length a number of small dark specks were seen studding the tranquil
bosom oi the river, as they emerj^ rapidly, one after the other, from thi»

oorer of the island. The communication was made, by him who nnt diseo>

•red them, to his companions. The elder Indians who sat near the root omr.
which the officers stood, were mada aoquahited with what even their owai!
lutfp sight could not distinguish unaided by the glass. One sprang to hlm<*

ftet, raised the telescopoto hu eye, and with an exclamation of wonder at thtr.

trange propsrties of the instrnmetit, confirmed to liis foUowen the tratk tt, c
the statement. The elders, principally chiefs spoke in various tonniei 4t»j
their respective warriors. The sports were abandoned, and all erowdea to tki9r

'

bank with anxiety and hiterest depicted in their attitudes and demeanor.
Meanwhile the daric specks upton the water increased momentarily in sin»

.

Presently they could be distinguished for canoes, which, rapidly impelkd,awlf(r
aided in Hieir course by the swift current, were not long in developing theift' _
acives to the naked eye. These canoes, about fifty in number, were of barlLt"'

and of so light a desmption, that a man of ordinary strength might, vrithoiw .•.

undergoing serious iktigue, carry one for miles. The warriors who now pro-
pelled them, were nakra in all save their leggings and wajst<doths, their bodies
and faces begrimed with paint : and as they drew near, fifteen was observed
to be the complement of each. They sat by twoson the narrow thwarts ( and,
with their fkees to the prow, dipped their paddles simultaneously into th«
stream, with a regularity of movement not to be surpassed by the mostexp^:

!

rjenced boat's crew of Europe. In the stem of each sat a chief guiding his
iMtrk with the same unpretending hut skilfttl and efficient paddle, and behind
him drooping in the breeseless air, and trailing in the silvery tide, was to bt
seen a long pendant, bearing the red cross of England.

It was a novel and beautiful sight to behold that imposing fleet of canoes,

apparently so fVail in texture that the dropping of a pebble Mtween the skel-

eton ribs might be deemed sufficient to perforate and sink them, yet withd
;

80 ingeniously contrived as to bear safely not only the warriors who fbrmedn
their crews, but also their arms of all descriptions, and such light equipment'
of raiment and necessaries as were indispensable to men who had to voyaga^
long and far in pursuit of the goal they were now rapidly attaining. The In* <

dians already encamped near the fort, were warriors of nations long rendered''

fiuniliar by personal intercourse, not only with the inhabitants of the distrio^;

but with the troops themselves; and these, from frequent association with the
whites, had lost much of that fierceness which is so characteristic of the North
American Indian in lys ruder state. Among these, with the more intelligent

Hurons, were the remnants of those very tribes of Shawnees and Dela^area
whom we have recorded to have borne, half a century ago, so prominent a >

share in the confederacy against England, but who, after the termination of
that disastrous war, had so far abandoned their wild hostility, as to have set*

.

tied in various points of contiguity to the forts to which they, periodically, re«"

paired to receive those presents which a judicious policy so profusely be-
stowed.
The reinforcement just arriving was composed principally of warriors who

haii never yet pressed a soil wherein civilization had extended her influence-

men who had never hitherto beheld the face ofa white, unless it were that oftho
Canadian trader, who, at stated periods, penetrated fearlessly into their wilds

for purposes of traffic^ and who to the bronzed cheek that exposure had ren-

dered 'nearly as swarthy aa their own, united not only the languMe but s»
wholly the drosa—or nther tha imdresa of those ha visited, tlutt he might:
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