8 . CAPTIVITY OF

a party of Indians holding a war dance, a
catk of rum which the inhabitants had suf-
fered them to partake of, had raised their
spirits to all the horrid yells, and feats of
distortion which characterize the nation.—
I was chilled at the sight, and passed trem-
blingly by. At this time Charlestown con-
tained nine or ten families, who lived in
huts not far distant from each other. The
Indians were numerous, and associated in a
friendly manner -with the .whites. It was
the most northerly settlement on Conneticut
River, and the adjacent country was terri-
bly wild. A sawmill was erected, and the
first boards were sawed while I was there :
the inhabitants commemorated the event
with a dance, which took place on the new
boards. In those days there was such a
mixture on the frontiers, of savages and set-
tlers, without established laws to govern
them, that the state of society cannot be
easily described, and the impending dangers
of war, where it was known that the sava-
ges would join the enemies of our country,
retarded the progress of refinement and cul-
tivation. The inhabitants of Charlestown
began to erect a fort, and took some steps
towards clearing their farms ; but war soon

shecked their industry.




