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Of their inclination to Drunkennefe.

ALTHOUGH Drunkennefle be juftly termed a vice which the
Salvages are ignorant of, yet the benefit is very great that comes
to the planters by the fale of ftrong liquor to the Salvages,
who are much taken with the delight of it; for they will pawne
their wits, to purchafe the acquaintance of it. Yet in al the
commerce that I had with them, I never proffered them any
fuch thing; nay, I would hardly let any of them 'have a drame,
unles hee were a;Sachem, or a Winnaytue, that is a rich man,
or a man of eftifnation next in degree to a Sachem or Saga-
more. I alwayes tould them it was amongft us the Sachems
drinke. But th#y fay if I come to the Northerne parts of the
Country I tha)t"have no trade, if I will not fupply them with
lufty liquors#? it is the life of the trade in all thofe parts: for it
ed that thus a Salvage defperately killed himfelfe;
when fiee was drunke, a gunne being charged and the cock up,
hee fets the mouth to his breft, and, putting back the tricker
is foote, fhot himfelfe dead.

That the Salvages live a contended life.

A GENTLEMAN and a traveller, that had bin in the parts of
New England for a time, when hee retorned againe, in his dif
course of the Country, wondered, (as hee faid,) that the natives
- of the land lived fo poorely in fo rich a Country, like to our

Beggers in England. Surely that Gentleman had not time or
leafure whiles hee was there truely to informe himfelfe of the
ftate of that Country, and the happy life the Salvages would
leade weare they once brought to Chriftianity. )

I muft confeffe they want the ufe and benefit of Naviga-
tion, (which is the very finnus of a flourithing Commonwealth,)
yet are they fupplied with all manner of needefull things for the
maintenance of life and lifelyhood. Foode and rayment are the
cheife of all that we make true ufe of ; and of thefe they finde
no want, but have, and may have, them in a moft plentifull
manner. ’

If our beggers of England fhould, with fo much eafe as
. they, furnifh themfelves with foode at all feafons, there would
not be fo many ftarved in the ftreets, neither would fo many
gaoles be ftuffed, or galloufes furnithed with poore wretches, as
I have feene them.
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