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Xmas Ceremonies of Different Nations.

In every Christian eountry and where-
ever a Christian chances to be on Christ-
mas _day, the festival is observed. 1t is
particularly the day of days for children
everywhere; as it should be, being in
celebrationi-of the nativity ‘of H.nn,. who
ever loved the little ones.

Whoever can ay claim to the hos-

§ -drearth- ~of - -ahemp. is, ubless

—pHable A
prevented, sure to be there on Chngt-
oft-

mas day. On Christmas, 4s is so

en represented in . works of fiction,
and as so freguently occurs in life, the
prodigal knocks at the door of home,
for ere is something about the day
whieh turns one’s mind inevitably to-
ward the parents’ roof, fand with the
kindly atmosphere engendered by the
season the prodigal feels before he en-
ters, that he is forgiven.

But all prodigals do not return, and
there are others who must be far from
home when Christmas is at hand. There
are those at sea for whom Christmas
cheer iy most welcome. Far away from
their firesides; too, are many adventur-
ous spirits, in the gold fields of Alaska,
wihere thoughts of home call up to the
hardy miner visions of her whom he ex-
pects to claim, when his dream of gold
has taken tangible form. In every land
are men and women.at this time of
vear, who, while they make the best
of it, feellike exiles. ' More than any
other season, ~ Christmastide makes
hoiresick all ‘but the most hardened.

Pilgrimage to Bethlehem

A thousand years ago the valiant
knights of Hurope started ~a crusade
against the Saraceus, who held the Holy
Land, and with each crusadé went many
wealthy men, and poor ones, too, as
pilgrims 1" theé shrine in = Bethlehem
where tradition says Christ was born.
In those days the pilgrimages were not
only costly, but extremely dangerous,
for corsairs would overhaunl and over-
come the ships in which the pilgrims
had taken passage. And theére were
robbers ashore, too, who plundered the
godly men on pilgrimage and even when
they accompanied the armted forces the
valiant Turks were apt to destroy them.
Although crusade after crusade was
preached and undertaken, and thou-
sands of lives and incalculable treasure
sacrificed, the dreaded Saracens contin-
ued to maintain their hold on the land
of the  Bible.

In these days pilgrimages are made

with greater ease and safety, aund oft-|

en under the direction mot of a vals
iant knight, jbut ourist’ ag vho

_has succeedsd . with

a year

from the Hastesd countries . and’ that
part of Burope where the Greek
¢hurch is & power, vigit the Holy
Land, These pilgrims come ¢rom
Russia, the Balkan peninsula and
parts of Asia Minor. Many of them
are quite ppoor, and have to beg their
way.

Adoration at the Shrine

At Christmas and at Raster great
throngs fill the town of Bethlehem,
which lies - on _ftwo hills, about six
wiles south of Jerusalem. On Christ-
mas morning the Church of the Na-
tivity, whieh is the joint property of
the Greeks, Latins and« Armeéniang, 18
crowded: almost to suffocation.

After the services the pilgrims seek
the object of their journey, the Chapel
of the Nativity, which is in the Crypt
under the church. It is a small cham-
ber, ~about 40 féet by 12, and its
floor and wwalls are lined with marble,
To the east a recess, surrounded by
sitk hangings’ and by fifteen burning
lamps is the place in which) Jesus was
born, according to tradition. A wmilver
star let in to the floor records the
fact that “Here Jesus Obrist was born
of the Virgin Mary.” All day long
and until it is dark, . pilgrims *come
and go.

. Observations in Russia

Russians, as a people, are very
religious, With them Christmas, while
not _exeiting quite so much  interest
as Baster, is a time of great celebra-
tion. Christmas day is the great day
In the churches, but the resﬁvnl lasts
Imt{;l Tweltth Night, as it does in Eng-
and. :

. Ancient Christmas customs are pass-
ing away in the larger cities of Raus-
sia, but in some of the remoter prov-
inces of the empire the wold-fashioned
forms linger. Once upon a time the
testival seemed to be devoted to the
amusement of young girls, nor is this
practice entirely complete. The fhouse
of some wealthy family was chosen for
the place of festivities, in order tha:
there might be no lack of “‘good cheer.”

Long before the day arvived the hos-
tess formally invited her friends and
relatives, and later the family wmurse
repeated the invitation to the young
girls. Custom also required the hostess
to-select a young man, who was called
the “Elected,” as the companion for
each of her young lady guests, and he
was. expected to devote himself exclu-
sively- to her entertainment. during the
festival. In this choice thehostess was
obliged to exercise the greater disers-
tion.

On Christmag eve the fair maidens
were carried to the place of entertain-
ment with great cerémony, long
trains of sledges, containing friends
and  servants, attending them. The
girls were left together to spend the
evening in feasting and games,

The mext day, in the midst of the
sports, the “Elected” arrived, and
were presented to the young girls.
Other guests followed, and a series of
galeties began which lasted unti!
Twelfth Night. Of course, these fes-
tivities were only indulged in by the
rich; ~ the poor mnever gained . admit-
tance to them, except occasionally as
maskers or mummers.

Peculiar Christmas Dainties

On Christmas day the Russian feast
consists of borch, a soup made of meat,
sausanges, beetroot, cabbage and vine-
gar; of techi, a soup of cabbage and
fish or, if the family be rieh enough,
of batrinia, the delight of the gentle and
simple, and eaten with greater relish
even than is our terrapin.

Batrinia may not be inviting or stim-
ulating to our fastidious tastes, but dain-
ty dishes are, after all, only a matter
of taste, and if we were Russians we
woulld enjoy it. Ratrinia owes its fame
‘o lumps of putrid sturgeon, slices of
bitter cucumber and lemon, plenty of
silted amushrooms, a heaping spoonful
of pungent mustard for every plateful,
and the whole Served «cold with lvnipg
of ice. With this delicacy the Rus-
sian swallows goplous draughts of var-
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enookha, which is a corn brandy boiled
with fruits and spice.
Blessing the Danube

From time immemorial it has been
the custonmi in Roumania, at Christmas,
to bless the Danube. Formerly a schf:
folding was erectéd on the frozen: river,
and on this was 8 large cross of ice;

ice frequently gave way and many were
drowned. ;

The ceremony mow takes place on
the bank of the Danube. The peo-
ple in recognition of the occasion, wear

long white wands. ertain - persons,

essed to represent Pontium Pilate,
Herod and other Biblical characters, o
from place to place singing  hymns,
which are almost similar to our own
Christmas carols.

At the appointed hour of the cere-
mony’ the notabilities arrive in
sessional order, accompanied by the
priests. The service lasts half an hour,
at the close of which the: ice 'is brok-
en, and a small wooden cross is thrown
into the water. Hundreds of people

‘rush in after it; and the person who is

successful in recovering it is considered
very lucky. X

Someétimes the struggle to  possess
these crosses is attended . with several

[ fatalities, owing to disputes arising as

to the ownership of the cross. In the
scuffle which ensués it is said ‘knives
seruple. % i
: The Festival in Servia

In Servia they keep Christmas . (Eve
in a somewhat geculi&r way.- The fa-
ther of the family goes into the wood
and cuts down 4 straight young oak,
choosing the most perfect that he can
find. e brings it in, saying 3

“Good evening, and a happy Christ-
mag,” to which those present reply:

“May God grant both to thee, and
mayest thou have riches and honor!”

hen they throw over him grains
of corn, Presently the young tree  is
placed upon the coals, where it re-
maing until Christmas morning,

The national dish in Servia is pork.
The poorest family will stint stself
all through the year so a&s to have
money enough to buy a pig at Chnst-
mas. Skewered to a longb.riege of wood,
the, pig is turned oyer a blazing fire un-
til ‘cooked the guests watching the pro-
cess withdinorushg interest,

: are.

1, 5

én rts, after the feact; t-
Led with a long ring of 'cakes dround
‘his meck and laden with such gifts aw
‘his friends can ‘bestow.

Gifts to' Birds in Swedeén

Christmas is celeébrated in Sweden
to an extént utknown in our country,
and ‘the celebration is mot over until Jan-
uary 13, or ‘‘twentieth day Yile” A
very, pretty feature of the festivities
is thus described by a writer who has
visited that country:

“One . wintry afternioon, at Jul-tide
(as the season is ealled), I had been
skating on a pretty lake ithree thiles
from (iothenburg. On my way  home,
I noticed that at. eve rmer’s house
there was.erected, in the middle of the
yard, a pole, to the top of which was
bound a large full sheaf of grain.

“ “Why is this?’ I asked my comirade,

““ ‘Oh, -that's for the birds, the little
wild birds. Thev . ‘must have a merry
Christmas, too, you know.’”

And so it is that not a peasant in
Sweden will sit down to & Christmas dip-
ver within doors wuntil’ he has first
raired aloft a Clristmas dinner for the
birds in the cold and snow without.

It should be borne in mind that Scan-
dinavia is the home of the legends which
g1ve us some of our most cherished ideas
of observiu§ Christmas. Here were
born those lovely legends and traditions
of Balder.the Beautiful, Nanna and the
Migtletoe; here, slso, was the home of
the hollytrée, without which - Christmas
cannot be ap.pro%riately and elegantly
kept. This is the home of the Yule-
the season Of the Vikings.

In the Manner of the Vikings

Preparations there as here, begin sev-
eral weeks nhead of the festival, and in
every hamlet src homestead the spirit
of the approaching season is long fore-
casted. Venison. birds; fish and the best
spige ‘kjod (dried mutton or beef gan-
sage), with cakes, pies and fruits are
stored in the iarder. The special jule ol
(ale), homemide wine and kegs of brau-
rin are also in the cellar. ready for the
festal season. The beautiful old silver
mugs and carved drinking horns,  the
silver spoons and ornaments are brought
forth from treasure - chests and bur-
uighed for use, new clothing is purchased
the house well snept, holly and flowers
placed around and fir needles and jumi-
per, which are supposed to be feared
by the- evil spirits, strewn over the
fioors.

A hymn is heard on every lip when
the glad Christmas morn breaks, and
before breakfast cars is seen that ey
ery beast or bird about the premises is
well “cared for. All the cattle receive
2 double portion of feed on Christmas.

In the Eternal City

In Rome and in France Christmas is
ushered in with a midnight mass. In the
Eternal City erowds are on their way to
the church of Santa Maria Maggiore as
early as 9 o’clock on Christmas eve for
the Holy Father Himsel? celebrates the
mass t heré on Christmas. - The
next day—or rather later in the same
day—he usually cfficiates in 8t. Peter’s,
'‘where another immense ¢rowd attends.

All evening, on = Christmas Eve, the
bells in the Roman churches are ringing.
Eyery window seems to be illuminated.
The streets are crowded all night with
the faithful -~oing or coming from the
c¢hurehes.  On Christmas day every shop
in Rome is shut, but at every corher
vendors of torone and pagialio, two pre-
cious sweetmeats, do a thriving trade,

Yuletide in France

Throughout France every Catholic
church and cathedral has its Christmas
midnight mass, and everywhere the ser-
vice is well ‘attended.: Tradition has it
that the Savior was born at midnight
and for that reason the services begin
at the first hour of the day.

In Paris the streets and boulevards
are thronged at Christmas - time, and

although there, too, the midnight mass
is celebrated in the churches. Paris is al-

-but, ewing. to the extraordinary number:
of -i)eople gw.ho presented themse}ves, the

turbans . of colored lpa-ge'r 4nd carry {81

PTO- | (3alieia, attend mass, and then sit down

‘that~ he . who most strictilfdtnsts on
are sometimes drawn and ased without |

chestra of instruments, with the soft

{all hearing

most a country of itself and the boule-
vardier is. usually anything but religious,
He,m-i)erhaps, does not attend mass, but
spends the night visiting the concert hall
and cafes, and when day has broken
f¥you will ‘very - likely find him eating
reakfast elbow to elbow with @ soil-
tinted laborer in the Halles Centrales—
the great market of Paris.
Joyous Day in Germany
The Germans have a truly childlike
love for Christmas. The spirit of Kriss
Asringle animates the hearts of rich a;
poor; faults and folbles are covered with
a km.glﬁ mantle, and mirth and jollity
reign, Hvery family wants & tmas
tree, of course, but if toopoor to.get a
‘tree, a4 bough will give it just as auch
genuine pleasure and if not a bough,
then a twig will do very well. oot B R
There is a general caring for the peor.
In the schools childrén are regq “*0
‘garments, money or whatever may
bé convenient, and in each ward a cer-
tain time is aigpointed'tor the | distribu-
tio ﬁAﬂhese. <h families care for poor

which will be of real benefit to i
bags and baskets are paeked with sub-
stantial presents and toys and in every
house plenty reigns for the time,
‘The pleffer kuchen, a sort of hard
inger or spice ‘cake, is the distinguish-
ing delicacy; it is_in the house of ey:
ery one in the land from the highest to
the lowest.
Quaint Legends of Austria
Yuletide, as keut by the non-German
population of Austria, is very pictures-
que. ©On Christmas day the Poles in

to the family supper. The chief dish on
the -table contains blessed eggs, which
the father distributes. After - eating,
all eyes are closed and all heads bow
down to-the table, in the belief that Ja-
cob’s ladder is then descending from
heaven, and down the ladder angels are
coming to bless the worshipers and to
carry away thelr earthly trombles to
heaven., :

Among the Czechs the legend runs

Ohristmas eve will see the y Child
in dreams that night. In the even-
ing ‘the real . celebration 'begins, = All
lights are then extinguish in the

¢hildren cluster in fear and remain per-
fectly silent, as otherwise they kiiow
they ‘will receive none of the presents
ibrought by the Christ Child and laid
at the entrance of the house. The ok-
er children amuse thémselves by throw<
ingi heated lead into water and gath-
er’

hint as to the appearance of their fu-
ture spouses.

Children’s Day in Belgium
In some of the old Belgium towns
a beautiful spectacle may be seen on
Christmas eve. Amid. the  sound of
drum, cornet, cymbal and a whole or-

chanting of' old carols, a long gaily-
decked procession. marches through the
principal streets; dressed in its special

white; blue, pink or yellow—and

Many Xmas
Visitors Here

Numerous ﬁjt:—of-'l‘o\‘o'm Men Wil
Enjoy Festive .8¢oa¢n‘ln”

Reporter Has

families individually and choose gifts'}™

b 3 3
(Of her two el from ancouver
Baturday and lost night the Princess,
YVictoria brought oveér fully 500  people,
who will spead- Chilstias day
1 excursion rate
orded the oppor-
of man moinal City folk to
'+ Vietoria a’ vigit and ; see friends
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ple, too, are here

good until Japua:

peo
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e hotels: today will
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at present, but afcer th
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ronee more be, in . eviden:
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man lagt night.m
who are here for i
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mercial life, it i

ot improyed con-
coltural -and com:

g from the forms it assumes some | b
fine mild weather

Boundary are ex: ; )

ary ‘the counst; ~of two - lines of
rallway west has gtimulated trade to a
vast extent an

g dearer home in ‘the
Biivery Slocan theswisdom of the leas-
? er-lead ‘mines has
‘be suecessful and

e or emblem or| e well there. In

pon
few ad the procession passes along, but

the prettiest sight is the train of bean-
tiful children, in fantastic dress, marvch-

the special past perfotmed.
i Situations at Sea

On the (;i?nd, Banks, ag the great
North Atlantic’, fishing " grounds . are
known, where fog is nearly always
present and swift, giant-like ocean &y‘
gounds rush in throuqh the fishing ,
the fishermen ply their calling at Christ-
mas, as well as other times of the year,
Wihen on a Christmas day a big liner
passes within hail of one of the fishing

ts, it is customary for the fishermen

to request the steamship to ‘“Please re--
port us.” At sea another ship is the
most pleasing sight one ¢an have unfold-
ed to him, and. even when communica-
tion is carried on ouly by means of the
international gignal code, which, for-
tunately, is @ universal language, it ie
as dear to the hearts of the sailor or fish-
erman a8 words spoken.

R o e ST
CHRISTMAS IN CHURCHES.

Special 8Bervices Celebrated in All the
Local Edifices. .

At both the morning and evening sér-
vices in the churches yestérday special
services were held commemorative of ‘the
birth of the Baviour. Appropriate mu-
sic was discoursed and npotably large
copgregations gathered in the different
houses of worsni%; Today the differ-
6ot churches of Kngland swill hold the
regular Christinas day morning seryices,

At both services at Christ _Church
cathedral Canon Beanlands-preached the
sermon, and the riusic in the evening in-
cluced several solos aad anthems. At St.t
Jokns, St. Barnavas and $t. James ‘the
r(i'hcml numbers. were particularly effect-
ve.

Special Christmias music ‘was a feat-
ure of the services at St. Audrew's
Presbyterian church, and the pastor,
Rev. W. Leslie Clay, preached two im-

preached at- the First Preabyterian
church. :

Today at the German Lutheran church
divine service will be held in the morning
and a children’s service and Christmas
tree in the evening.

At the Calvary, Burnside and Bmanuel
Beptist churches. familiar  Christmas
hymns were sung. The sermons at the
several  Methodist and congregational
churches were appropriate to thée Yule-
tide season and at the Centennial Meth-
odist church . the davy was made memor-
able ad “missionary day,” when Rev.
Dr. White, superintendent of home mils-
siong, delivered two effective nddresses,

At midnight Christmas. eve the cele-
bration of solemn hizh mass with full
cheral service was held at the Catholie
cathedral, Beautiful and inspiring
music with many finelv executed solos
was the feature. Brilliantly illuminat-
ed,- St. Andrew’s cathedral was ¢rowd-
ed with devout midnight worshipers for
two hours.

Services; Holy communion, 7 and 8
a. m.; morning service’ and ‘holy coms
munion (choral), 11 a. m,
Vohuntary—Chorus,  “O  Thou That

Tellest’’ Messlah
Processional Hymn 60
Venite «.vs . Dr. Crotch
Proper Psalms athedral Psalter
Te Deum ..., ., H. Smart, in F
Jubilate « H. Smiart, in F
Anthemi—“Behold, I Bring You Good

Tidings" B. A Clare

Treble sole, Master C. Leary.
Kyrie .

LCommunion Hymn
QGloria in Excelsis
Amen-—Bevenfold

Y '

. St
Voluntary—Pastorale ..i0000 Gulimant

b:
s%xsome bright fibbon attached to .m

hieh' the  spectaters reverently
ze. Many novel feat-m come “into |

e proposes spending about ten days in :

ihe Capital. . Seen last night at the
Kin, ward hotel, Mr. Paton confess-
ed that being “interviewed” was not in
his line, but cheerfully agreed to tell the
Colonist.what was doing down his way.
‘“The feature of mihing development
&round Greenwood, when one leaves out
the big operating comvanies, is the open-
ing up of the rich silver and gold veins
on the claims direetly tributary to and
surrounding the town in every direetion.
Many -of these claims are within a few
imnutes’ walk of the postoffice. Within
the last year and a half local ¢ nital has
‘been , responsible for developin® these
higb-grade mines. = There are now fully
a_score being opened up. and their com-
bined pay-roll has~"added much to the
prosperity of Greenwood.” Mr. Paton
is also lapgely interested in the Similka-

meen a s a part owner in the Prince

He’nryﬁ?ronn at Greeuwood,
W. T

Al&xandet,~ general “manager of

: Great West Permanent Com-
Reooet- w.w. with .-huggum,- m.%
eatves tomorrow might for the: Prairie

‘capital. -~ Mr, JAlexander has_ been in
m city for some weeks establishing the
lo¢al office and securing subseriptions to
the ecapital -stock of this financial con-

cern.,. Seen at the Hotel Driard, M

Alrxander stated that the manager of

the local office” will -he X, 8. Buchanam, | sates

formerly  inspector of ‘the Vancouver
agency, who arrived last night from the
mainland.  “In a very. short time we
expect to open a regular deposit and

geuneral loan agency business in the lo-

cal office.” said Mr. Alexander. *The

Great West Permanent has made & rep-
utation among Dominion loan companies
in securing stibscribers to its capital

stock, and in Victoria ‘we have also baen
very successful”’

W. C. Wells, M. P. P, is here to
spend the Christmas holidays -with his
'sons. ~ Asked about the lumber indus.

rly with. regard to interior

iry. partiemla €
m{lla,p Mr. Wells said t the. outlook

promised. that there would be quite a

big volume of buginess when

opened up.. ‘There should be qu‘gté‘a

urt in the a{ring as the settlement of
the new. Provinces, now going on prom-
ises to keep the millmen busy. While
1.am now ouit of the business it is still
my opinion that iu g short time the lum-
ber industry of this provinece will be

taxed to supply the demand from. th

east side of ‘the Rockies. The talk ‘of
the Ameriean mills continuing to dump

er -on the prairies is mothing but
a newspaper ‘bugbear.” The mills in the
states are doing a too prosperous busi-
ness at present and the ounly lumber
coming acress the - Hre is a few ship-
mentsy to Winnipeg contractors, who
think theéy are smart in importing Svhen

they can get ‘just as g prices and

eaually as good miaterial from €Canadian
milis.” At present Cansdian millmen are
doing the business in the Northwest and

will eontinue to do so.”

Mr, Wells intends to make Golden his
Headquarters and is having 2 fine home
built for him there. " He is becoimng
largely interested in- Vancouver and Cal-
5 garyﬁingts;’;nda purposes invest-

ing over the flower-strewn pavement,
each &Mall person gravely absorbed in !

I UPTOONTE VIIT FROM ST. NGHOLS |

BY FRED NYE

(Sixty Years After Clement Scott Moore.)

318 the night before Xmas, when all through the flat
Not a creature is stirring, not even a rat.
The ‘stockings are hung on the heater with cars,
In hopes that St. Nicholas will soon be there.

The children, tired out with the day’s noisy labors,

Are enjoying a respite—and so are the neighbors.

Ma in a kimono, | in my pajama,

Are snoozing away in the folding piano,

When out on the pavement | hear such a clatter

That | spring to the window to see what's the mattern,

The moon on the piles of John Weodbury's snow
Qives the lustre of midday té objects below,
And | see sleeping quietly there in the street

A policeman in uniform, still on the beat,

While an old man in an automobubble,

Is, | judge from the ndises, in serious trouble,
For flat on his back, underneath his machine,

In a thick cloud of smoke with a smell gasoline,
He is turning and twisting and hammering away
Like the boiler shop man in the heat of the fray.

At last he has finished, and, firm in his seat,

He turns his machine looss and tears up the street.

Such puffing and snorting, such blasts of the horn,

1 never have listened to since | was born !

'Crose the street, back and forth, like a comet he flashes;
And all that comes into his orbit he smashes.

The policeman awakes and cries, “Mey, stop yer speedingl”
But the man in.the auto flies on without heeding.

In less time than it takes for the telling

He is scaling the walls of our twelve-storey dwelling!
There's the sound of a crash and the falling of plaster
That shatters the nerves with a tale of disaster,

And 1 shout, “To the rear of the flat and be quick,

For the automobilist is surely 8t. Nick!”

And there on the fire-escape later we find him

pressive sermons: ev, Dr. Campbell]

With his bag full of toys in & heap just behind him,

And he siys to my youngest, whose first name is Johnny,
“You may not have guessed, but I'm Santa Claus, sonny;
My eyes were once twinklihg, my dimples how merry!l
My cheeks were like roses, my mouth like a cherry!

I had a broad face and a round little belly

That shook when | faughed like & bow! full of jelly.
But to be up-to-datel acquired this machine,

And now l've grown cranky and lanky and lean.

For there's always so much to be done to the gearing
And | have such aterrible time with the steering—

In short, the old ‘bubble’ gives me such a pain, dear,
That | think | shall have to go back to my reindeer.”

Then he springs to the roof and examines his “fyer,”
Pumps a gallon of air in his pneumatic tire,
And dashing away with diminishing “honks;”
Disappears in the shadows that hang o’er the Bronx.

But list to the transports of childish delight

That ring from the fire-escape out on the night!
For old Santa has been in so much of a hurry,

He's had so much strifé and confusion and worry,
He's been in ‘such a whirl from the fuss and the noids
That he's left by mistake his whole bagful of toys.!

.| Rapidly she pulled down her hair and

‘| about “her, rippling and shining like a

(Press Publishing Co., N. X.)

at was . all.  And.. siX{
| ceuts of it was in pennies saved
*“ome. and, two at a  time by
bulldozing the grocer and the. fegetg-
ble: man and the ‘butcher . . oue
cheeks burnéd with the:
implied. - Three times Della counted it.
Onc dollar and. eighty-seven cents.  And
‘the next day would be Christmas.
There was clearly nothing to do but

howl.  So Della did it. < Which Jngtic
es the moral reflection that life ds
‘made Up of sobs, snifies and smiles,
with sniffles predominating,

While the mistress of the home . I8
gradually subsiding from the first gtage
i0 ‘the second take a look at the home.
A furnished flat at $8 per week. Itdid
not exactl bexfu- description, but it cer.
taitly had. that word on the lookout for
the miendicancy squad. v y

In the vestibule below belonged to thiy
flat a lettér-box imto which no .letter
would go and an.electrie’ button “from
which 1o mertal. could - coax * a

carc bearing the name “Mr. James Dil
lintham Young.”

- The “Dillingham” had been flung to
the breese during a former period. of
prosperity when its possessor was being
pais $80 per week. Now when the in«
coe was shrunk to $20 the letters of
“Dillingliam” Jooked blurred, as though
they were: thinking of contracting to. &
modest and unassuming D. But when-
evel Mr. James Dillingham Ygung came

calied “Jim” and greatly hugged by Mrs.
duced to you as ‘Della.” Which #s all
very good. ;

Della finished her ecry gnd attended

stoed ‘by the window and looked out dul-
‘v-ala mi cat ‘walking a gray fence in
& gray | ard. Tomorrow would be
Christmas Day and she had only $1.87
with which to buy Jim a present. * She
nad been saving every pemny she could
for aponths, -with this result.

penres had been greater than she had
calculated, They always are. . Only
187 to buy a present for Jim. Her
Jim - Many-a happy hour ghe had.
launing for sc ing: niee. for
hing fin rat stexli

. of ‘the room. ’- 4

.4 pier-gl o an lat. A

ery thin nndmv : :ﬁle femm may, by

ving -his: reflection in ‘& rapid se-

ce 0f lougitadinal strips, obtain a

irly aecurite conception of his looks:

r%).‘p, being slender. had mastered the
ot

Suddenly she whirled from the window
and stood hefq;:‘ the glass. Her eyes
‘were shining Hiantly, but her face
had lost its color withifi twenty seconds.

let it fall to ‘its full length,

Now there were two -possessions  of
the James Dillingham Youngs in which
they both took mighty pride. = One was
Jim’s gold watch, which hadibeen his
fathes- and 'his grandfather’s.” . The
other was Della’s hair. Had the ‘Queen
of .Sheba lived in a flat across the - air-
shaft Della ~would have let" her
hair hang out of the window' to dry
and mocked at Her Majesty's jewels
and K{n?s. Had King Solwmon been
the jamitor, with all his treasures piled
up the basement, Jim would ve
pulled out his watch évery time ne
B::sed, just to see him pluck at his

rd from euvy. : : .

So now Della’s beautiful hair . fell

casrade of brown waters. ' It reached
belcw her knee and made itself almost
a garment for her.” And then she did
it up again nervously and quiekly. Once
ghe faltered for n minute, and stood still
while ‘a tear ot two splashed . on the
worn rved carpet. ;

On svent her old brown jacket; on
went ber old brown hat. - ‘With a whirl
0?2 skirts and the brilliant sparkie stilt
in her eyes, she fluttered out the door
and down the stairs to the streets,
Over the place at which she stopped
the gign read: “Mme. Sofronie,
Hair Goods of All Kinds.,” Oné flight
up Dela ran and collected hersalf, pant-
ing before madame, large; too wh}te,
chilly and hardly looking the “Sofronie.”

“‘{’ill you buy my hair?”

“I buy sair,” sald madame. ‘“Take
ver hat off and lét’s have a sight at the
looks' of it.”

Dbwn rippled the brown casecade.

“Twenty dollars,” sald madame, lifting
the mass with a practiced hand.

“(3ivé it to me quick,” said Della.

Oh, and the next two hours tripped by
on rosy wings: Forget the hashed met-
aphor. [ She was ransacking the gtores
for Jim’s present. 8

She found it at last.” It surely had
beer made for Jim and no one- else.
There was none other like it in any of
the stores, and she had turned all of
them inside out: It was a platinum fob
chain simple and chaste in design, prop-
erly proclaiming its value by its sub-
stance alone and and not by meretricious
ornAmentation—as all geod things ghould
do. It was even worthy of The Watch.
As soon as she saw. it she knew that it
must be Jim’s. - It was like him. Quiet-
nese and “value.  The description ap-
piled to both. Twenty-one dollars they
took from her fer it, and she htirried
home- with the 87 cents. With that
chain on his watch Jim might be prop-
erlv anxious about the time in any com-
pany. (rand as the watch was, he
sometimes looked at it on the sly on
account of the old leather strap that he
used in pldce of a chain,

When Della reached home her intoxi-
cation gave way to a little prudence and
reason, . Bhe zot out her curling irons
and lighted the gas and went to work

itv added fo lové, which is always a tre-
mendots task, dear friends—a mam-
it h

ithin “forty minutes her head was
covered With %ny. close-lyini’ cufls that
made her fook wonderfully like a' trusat
selioolbay. © She looked at her yefleo-

al
NE._ doll nd eighty-seven’ cents.| and
0} ollar a ghty

Also pertaining thersunto,was a |h

James Dillingham Young already -intro- [it.

to ber cheeks with the powder rag. She |yo

dollars a week doesn't'go far . Bx-|IZ

most unwisely sac
are wisest

repairing the ravages made by generos- |

tion in. the mirror, long, carefully aud |
Jcritieally..

oo dowd on the shabby little couch and | mom

pretty.” e Bl

- Phe deor-o ened ‘ind Jt : 'bh ;
and elosed it.'p -He looked ‘Km i
oeriog; bep%o, dfel&m i?t: ‘was ol 4
~—and to be burdened. w family
needed:a,new overcoat uﬁ-‘ e
out gloves, X g

Jim  stopped: ingide:-
moyable;qfl setter at
guail. s i8 £y

& i 0

that gﬁ eogl‘ﬂ' nét “ - an

er; . Wa§ no er, Do
disappmvaf?n‘bt lioyrbkp'
sentiments' that she hds
for. ‘He simply ‘stared at

t| with that-

kome and reached his flat above he was | you

‘Merry Christmas, Jim, n:d-' Jet's be
happy. You: don't know. wh’; A nice;
whn,t' & besautiful, itice gift I've got

n : ]

“You've: cut off :xyour bhair?' asked

Foved 4% The R et e

rived g paten ‘yet even k

the hiardest mental labor. ~ < . u
“Cut it off and sold it,” said

“Don’t you like ma:; 4

hwgv? Tm me without my haie, ain’

Jim’ looked around the roomi. enrious:

““You say your hal 1§ gone? :

with an air imm " of idioey. ..
““You ueedn’t Jook for. 17

nA et iy : -
A | lows for you. all.I put on the chops;

lim?! E Nos R At

Out of his teance Jim seented to quick-
iy wake, - He enfolded his Della, For
ten' seconds let us regard ;
scrutiny some inconsequential object in
thé other direction.  Hight dollars a
week or a million a_year—what is the
evige%em? A mathematician or a wit

uld give you the wrong answer. The.
mag, brought valnable gifts, but that
was not among them, is dark asser-
tion will be iluminated later on.

Jim drew a package from his over-
coat pocket and threw it upon the table,

. "Don't n any mistake, Dell, about
nie.. 1 dop’t think there’s nnytiﬂn; in
the -‘way of a haircut or a shave or =a
shampoo that could make me like my
zirl ‘any less. '~ But if you'll unwrap .
that package you'li see why Jou bad me
zoing awhile at first,” he said.

White fingers and nimble tore at the .
string and paper. then an ecstatic
seream of joy; and then, alas! a quick
feminine chanee to hysterical ‘tears and
wails, necessitating the immediate em.
ployment of all the comforting powers
of the lord of thé flat. ;

For there lay The Combs-—the set of
combs, side and back, that Della had
worshipped for loug in a Broadway win-
dow.  Beautiful combs, pure tortoise
rhell, with jewelled rims—just the shade
to wear in the beantiful vanished hair.
They were expensive ¢ombs, she knew
and her heart had simply craved and
searned over them Xixtd nt tthhc least
liope of possession. 1 now they were
hel?:. but the tresses that were to have
adorned the coveted ornamients were

one.

. But she hugged them 1o her bosom,
and nt length she was ablo to look up
with dim eyes and n m}e ‘and say; "My
hair grows so fast, Jim ]

And then Della leaped up 11511. little
einged ¢at and cried “Oh, ohl :

1m had not yet seen his  beautiful
present. She held it éut cagerly to hii
in ber open palm, ' The doil | Ous. -
metal seemed to Hash with a B
of her bright and ardent spleit. ™ #

“Isn’t it a dandy, Jim?  -E{ i 7
over town to fiud - it.  You'll-have ‘to
Jook. at the time a hundred times & day
now. hG'w:tr?e g:mr }végch. JE want
{0, #ee how it looks on 5 i
Irstead of obeylne Jim tumbled down
on the couch and put his b‘fltll under
the back of his hn%:pd smiled. =

“Dell,”” said he, “Iét’s put our Chist
mas presents away and Keep ‘em  a
while. They're too flice to tse jus t&:
prefent. 1 sold the watch to
mor ey to buy your combs. - And sow
sug‘ ose you put the chops oh.’ A
e magl, as you know, wete wise.
men—wonderfully : .

hrought gifts to the Babe in the’ bt

They -invented the art of giving Ch .
mas presents. = Being wiw.jt&e)tf s
were no doubt wige ones, :

ing the privilege of exchange

duplication, . And hers I have lamaly

: 'Y
zelated to yoit the unmeventful chronicle

of two foolish children in @ flat ‘who
rificed for each ‘other

the greatest treastires of their house.
Bul i a last word to the wige of these
days let it be said that of all who give
gifts these two wers of the wisest. Of all
who lve.nndtrecege gitti' stich h:; they
% vervwhere t dre

the wisest. They are the magl :
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YIt Jim doesn’t kill me,” she suid’ to




