STRENUOUS TIMES |

INTHE H

The Premier Dismisses Two Colleagues
Hon. McInnes Resigns—House Nega-
tives Government’s Motion.

Mr. McBride Promptly Rushes to the  Rescue
and is as Promptly Turned Down—
Col. Prior Left in Control.
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"\\(')'xl].in(lh?t(‘}\ll('&‘lﬁlti(m of the Crown grants lation Bill, based upon the report of

for certain land that had been given to
{hlc ;‘. P. R.. or rather the Columbia &
Western Railway Company. After that
cancellation, with which 1 was heartrlly
in accord, and which I still more heart-
ily endorse today, and 'f‘ox'. a long time
thereafter, I, with a majority of my col-
leagues was of the opinion that those
lands were perfectly safe to the prov-
jnce—that they had been conserved for
the benefit of the province, and that un-
der no conditions c¢ould they be given
the C. P. R. or the Columbia & West-
ern. In November, 1902, Mr. Dunsmuir
resigned the Premiership, and His Hon-
or saw fit to call upon me to form the
government. In January, 1903, this pres-
ent year, I, in company with the Attor-
nev—Cenernl, Hon. Mr. Eberts, propej:d-
ed to Ottawa to lay before the Dominion
the claims of British Columbia for bet-
ter terms from the Dominion, and in-
cidentally to take up several ot}xe_x' mat-
ters of great importance. Whilst in
Montreal on that occasion, I had several
interviews with Sir Thomas Shaugh-
nessy, and in conneetion as a matter of
icourse the question of these Crown
grants came up. Sir Thomas Shaugh-
nessy then assured me that the govern-
ment was not as safe in its custody of
these lands as I had thought, that the
C. P. R. claimed them still, and that the
company was preparing to make its
claim good in the courts of the country. :
Sometime after Mr. Eberts and myself not in a position to carry on the gov-
returned the matter was taken up, and ernment with dignity, it should step
I then saw fit as Premier of the prov- down and action be taken to facilitate
ince to advise—with the hearty co-opera- an immediate election, and an election
tion of most of my colleagues—that the upon party lines.

House ratify by legislation the cancelln-{ “Here, here,” said Premier Prior.
tion of those grants, and thereby make' Fon, Mr. McInnes continuing, be-
is impossible for these lands to be given lieved such a definition, and ‘such action
away, as I thought to be given away to be the only solution of British Colum-
in an entirely wrong direction. We had hia’s difficulty. He would do what ba
been asked to intervene in behalf of a could as a private member to assist the
man named Rogers, who had had Crown government in the passage of Al
grants issued to him by the government, and he felt certain that the majority of
but upon whom injunction proceedings the House would agree with Him that a
had been taken by the C. P. R., or certain portion of legitimate supply at
more properly speaking, the Columbia & all events should be granted—not neces-
Western. Under the circumstances the sarily all the estimates as presented by
government thought that possibly that the government, as some might properly
would not be.the best course, but that it be contentious, but such as all would
would be better for us to take another agree to be necessary, and having done
course, which was subsequently taken this other matters might be:left until a
in the passage of Bill No. 16 of this legislature could meet Ehvable of carry-
session. Bill No. 16 passed, and there ing on the business of e neople Mmora
is now mno possibility for those lands satisfactory to the people.

being turned over to the C. P. R. As to Mr. Eberts, who hag moved: dows and
Bill No. 16, and in connection with the talen the 1)lz;cé of Mr. Price Bliee a
cancellation of those grants, there was|ia VAL IreeibaiR . Thuks s geghen
one gentleman in the cabinet who dif- | jreggedq the Mok T B ok o g
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A sitting of the legislature, which w
be historic, was that of yesterday. In

for its object the assurance of a greater
measure of safety for human life, I can
say that as soon as these measures are
disposed of I will ask His Honor to
come down and dissolve the House, and
we will appeal to the peopie.

Hon. Mr. McInnes thought it proper
to supplement what the Premier had
said by making a brief statementsas to
his own position. During the morning
he had tendered his resignation to the
Premier, That resignation so far as l}e
was concerned was final. He had said
that he would assist to have supply
passed through the House, and to that
promise also he would adhere. The rea-
sons actuating his resignation might be
dealt with in detail on some later occa-
sion. He thought that the House should
pass supply, and then leave the matter
in the hands of the Lieutenant-Governor
and the Premier. If His Honor granted
a dissolution to Premier Prior, the lat-
ter had promised the House that he
would appeal to the people forthwith.
If not the election would be had any-
way. Referring to the political tormoil
which has long distressed the province,
he had tried his best to keep the govern-
ment together and capable of usefulness.
It was evident now, however, that its
usefulness as a government had gone,
and there was only one thing for it to
do, and that was to retire. If it was

These two are clever and able |

fered from the opinion to which effect
was given. That was the Attorney-Gen-
eral, a gentleman learned in the law,
a man of marked ability, and when his
opinion was given in so decided terms
it was hard for us to go against it, but
I and the other ministers while giving
the Attorney-General every credit for
great ability, still thought that we were
in the right, and went ahead, cancelling
the Crown grants and presenting for
passage the legislation ratifying that ac-
tion. Afterwards as all in this House
know, a select committee was appointed
to iInquire into the granting of these,
lands to the Columbia & Western, and
all matters therewith connected. That
committee sat and evidence was taken
during many days under oath. I at-
tended those meetings regularly, and
heard all that was said, pro- and con,
all for and all against the government,
and also the whole summing up of coun-
sel engaged. I then saw that it was im-
possible for the different members of the
governmgent longer to sit together. as an
exgcutive with such markedly divergent
opinions, that it would be impossible for
them to continue longer as members of

4 very enviable position, he observed, be-
cause he had been asked by his leader
to tender his resignation, which had been
done during the morning. He could not
take this action before certain charges
had been Iaid, and he as a member of
the ministry felt that it was necessary
Yor him to await the verdict of the in-
Quiring committee. The Premier had
Said that he had opposed Bill 16, where-
s a majority of his colleagues had been
agreed that the course suggested by it
'was the right and proper course. He,
‘Mr. Bberts, thought that the majority
Svould agree that the course he himself
'had proposed was the right and proper
tourse, but Rogers, whose title had been
‘attacked in East Kootenay should have
been protected in the courts, the gov-
ernment intervening in his bebalf.
Hon. Mr. Prentice—You are the only
man who knew anything about that.
Hon. Mr. Eberts continuing, said that
the letter from the government agent
at Fort Steele to the Chief Commission-
er in this connection had been brought
up in the executive by the Minister of
Lands and Wyprks. He insisted and
would continue to insist that his was the

i ‘ . o If
ther people,, AL
ﬁ‘: Western had no. sighis in. the pr
8s, the courts should have been per-
ed to say so, and if they ‘l;id rights

or otherwise ‘dealing with them. He

vote for the bill or stand up for it, but
he would hand in his resignation.. This
the Premier would not allow him to do.
He had said: -

exa and re-examined and

ined by the comm!‘tee and was quite will-
ing to take its The Premfer had
been wrong in saying that he had taken
the bull by 'the horns; it was not for him
to be so independent of what the committee
of the House would have to . 'In o
doing he  would find e opinion

Y.
the Premier say that he had attended
some. of the ‘sessions and tis judgment must
anticipate and override that of the com-
mittee. As for himself he asked no favors.

He knew what he had done politically, He
tiad tried to play  ax honest part. The
“Premier of the day had tried to heap en-
comjums upon him. Thesé Mr. ®berts
threw back. He did not want encomiums
from him. He well knew that in his in-
most heart Premier Prior dfd not view him
as he had said at all; these compliments
were only intended for the country. They
‘would not deceive the count?y. The coun-
try quite well understood the relative posi-
tions of himself and his Premier from the
first. . He was a icreature of circumstances
from the first and was g0 today. But he
stood before the peonle today not as one
afraid. He did not know what the com-
mittee’s renort would bze but be did know
that the Premier had no right to antici-
pate it in the manner he had.

Hon. Mr. Prentice—If 1 were to say
what I think of what has been done 1in the
government eince the 5th of September,
1902, the gentleman who has just sat down,
the Attorney-General, would find the small-
est kind of a hole as quickly as possible
and sneak into it On that date Mr.
McPhillips and Mr. Geo. McL. Brown were
urging the government to give those blocks
to the C. P. R.. Who was it that was
most active in advancing their pace—the
Attorney-General. Follow the whole course
of the negotiations and who was the re-
sponsible one—the Attorney-General, and
that nefarious partner of his, Taylor, the
blackguard. (Cries of order.) Through the
whole course of the proceedings to the 19th
of Septemiber to the telegram from Montre-
al, from that very estimable young man,
Mr. Taylor,

Mr. Speaker insisted that discussion of
the subject matter of the committee’s in-
cuiry was not permissible.

Hon. Mr. Prentice continuing, held that
the Premier had told the truth, and had
acted consistently from stant to finish, un-
der great difficulties, as he had in his cab-
inet men who were unfaithful to him and
to their trust, and who were cowards and
iars.

Cries of order and Mr. Speaker’s insistent
demand that the language would be with-
drawn, were followed by calls for an apol-
ogy to the House: “l do withdraw the |
language,” said Hon. Mr. Prentice. 4 ¢
take off the s, and with that amendment I,
apologize to the Ilouse.”” !
Mr, Wells remarked that the Premier had
informed the House that he had thought
it necessary to call for the resignation of
iwo members of the cabinet. As ome of
those members he bowed to the decision of
ithe first minister. He was sorry that the
debate had assumed such an acrimonious
chbaracter, and as he thought that wihen
members were forced to lay down the reins
they should, as he preferred, to take the
matter philosophically. So far as he was
concerned he had no serious complaint to
make. The action of the Premier had oc-
casioned him considerable surprise, and he
‘thought that this surprise would permeate
{he whole community. Inasmuch as the
House had appointed the committee to in-
vestigate Columbia & Western matters, he
concurred in the opinion expressed by Mr.
Eberts, that the Premier should have await-
ed the committee's report. To do other-
wise was to treat the committee with sm
preme disrespect, the House with dis-
courtesy and the ministers interested with
injustice. He did not kmow what the re-
port of the committe might be, but it |
was good n one respect in that it was
unanimous. The only reason that the Pre-
mier had given the House for his unusual |
action was that he had seen such vnﬂance;
between his ministers. He (Mr, Wells) be- |
lieved that there was different ground for |
the action. With the permission of the
House he would read a letter in which his
own resignation had been asked for, the|
reasons therein recited being wholly differ- |
ent from those that had been given the |
House, The letter read:

. May 26th, 1903.
Honi. W. 0. Wells, Chief Commissioner of

Lands and Works, City.

My Dear Sir,—The select committee ap-

‘Western land grants has now taken afll the |
evidence they deem necessary, and they
will, I presume, hand their report to .t'hei
Legislature in a day or two. I have -beeni
present during the greater part of the en-
quiry and have formed my own apln'lon‘
about the same, Without going so far as’
to say that you were to blame in the trans-
actions that came under your jurisdiction.
I am bound to say that the verdict showed, {
in my opinion, at all events, that some orl
the acts done by you were not in the best |
interests of the province, and that they |
cause me to feel that I cannot have the.
cenfidence in you as a colleague that I
sbould have. |

There are other matters connected with
ycur department that from time ito time;
have been brought to my attention that |
did not meet with my approbation, and |
which tended to slacken my confidence in
your administration of your department. l

Under your cinrcumstances, and as I feel!
that it is impossible for us to sit toget*heri
in executive with the full confidence that
one minister should have in another. I!
must ask you to hand me in your resigna-
tion as Chief Commissioner of Lands and
Works of the province.

As you well know, you joined me under
the distinet understanding that you were
to hand me your portfolio at any time I
asked for it. This I intended to do any-
way at the end of the present session.

Personally I am sorry to have to send
you this letter, but I believe it is my duty
to do so.

Yours truly,
EDWD. GAWLER PRIOR,
Premier.

He thought it was quite plain to anyone
that the Premier should not have come to
kis conclusions if they were as alleged un-
ti: the committee had reported to i
House. This would be concurred in by
every member. 'He would like to know
‘what was wrong in his department, and
he had asked the Premier this question but
obtained no answar. He demanded a
single incident wherein he had been cul-
rable in the administration of his depart-
ment. He held thdt the history of his con-
nection. with the Dunsmuir government
and all subsequent events had shown quite
the contrarr. He contended that Premier
Prior had assumed full responsibility when
he had retained ‘Mr, Eberts and himself in
the Cabinet. His aetion in taking the
grants to Montreal and bringing them back
had been endorsed by Premier Prior, the
gevernment and the House in the subse-
atent cancellation and the passage of bill
16. The only explanation that he could
see of Premier Prior’s action was that the
Premier believed: the ' report would be con-
demnatory eof the government, and not
wishing to Be dragged down with two other
nembers of the Cabinet. sought by this
course to divert public opinion. -He briefly
outlined his position in the Columbia &
Western matter as shown in his evidence
before the committee, And closed with the
 reiteration of his ‘confidence ithat the peo-
pie would appreciate the part he had play-
ed and his own determination’to take the
matter philosophicaily.

Mr. McBride, whose rising was received
with much opposition applause, paid par-
ticular attenition to the statement of the
Premier that he had been given definite as-
surance by the Lieut.-Governor that what-
€ver action the House might see fit to take
he wonld be given a dissolution.- He had
intended to earmark that statement, but
had been antivipated in this by the mem-
ber from Vancouver, Mr. Martin, He did
not know of a more peculiar statement in
the history of constitutional government
under the British flag. Speaking for the
‘opposition, he could not accept such trampl-
ing upon the constitutional right; he could
scarcely believe that in the face of an ex-
pression of want of confidence by the peo-
Pple as represented in the legislature, His
Horor could take the course which it had
been declared he would. The present was a
very peculiar volitical crisis. The House
had witnessed the disruption .of the govern-
ment and had heard the Hp testimony of
the ministers. For the passage of the es-
timates a precedent might be found in the
case of the Flliot government. but he was
still of the opinion that a general election
and on party lines. wes yvhat was needed,
and at once. ((Here, here, observed Pre-
micr Prior)

But if the Flouse expected him to accept

had told the Premier that he could not;

assurance of a mbe
: opinion ' might -
The debate at this stage dropped.

. gamea Consolidation Aect.

all correspondence w
to the amendments to the ) -
tion Act. He explained that wasg de-
sired to secure such improvement in this
Act as would prevent its operating so hard-
Iy as #t has up to the present.
‘Messre. Gilmour. and Hawthornthwaite
fupported the motfon, which carried
Clifford here presented the report
% the Columbia & Western committee,

Mr. Helmcken asked leave to introduce a
bill to enable the city of Victoria to sub-
mit a bylaw with respect to.the securing
of the tourist hotel. He pleaded extreme
nurgency.

Mr. Martin objected to a private bill com-
ing in after the“expiry of the time in that
regard, and held that the government, if
it were necessary, should pumsue the same
Course-as In the case of New Westminster.

Hon. Col. Prior accepted the suggestion,
iand the bill was Introduced by him, recetv-
,ing its first and second readings without
.opposition. s
. Upon the motfon for committee, Mr.
Smith objécted to the principal involved.
of bonusing one business interest as against
others as unfair in the extreme. He would
like to know how Premier Piior would ifke
to have some other firm bonused with free
site, free water and tax-exemption to come
intc Victoria and start a new hardware
‘business in opposition to his own?

It was pointed out that the only power
given by the bill was for the submission of
a bylaw by the meople of Victoria In a
purely domestic matter,

Mr. Smith still obfedted, however, and
So committee consideration of the bill conld
not be held.

Mr. McBride directed the attention of the
Premier to an article appearing on the first
page of the Dally Times with respect to
‘Chimney Creek bridge, urging the necessity
of an investigation. He did not make the
charge personally that the first minister
had been guilty of the suggested malfeas-
ance, ‘but brought the matter to Col. Prior’s
attemtion.

. Hon. Col. Prior sald that the first intima-
tion he had in this matter was when he
recelved a telegram of inquiry from the
Vancouver World. When tenders had been
called for in this matter the firm of B. G.

. Prior & Co., Ltd., had put in a tender. and

as it was the lowest, the firm had got the
cortract, It was now supplying goods and
that was all there was to be said about it.
Hon. Mr. Semiin insusted that the Pre-
mier and avoided the gravamen of the mat-
ter. The change was that while acting as
'Chief Commissioner he had seen the ten-
gfrgt and had given his own firm the con-
Hon. Col. Prior denied that he had open-
ed the tenders or been instrumental in tihe
awarding the contract.

The Premier then moved that the House

at its rising do stand adiourned until 2
o’'clock tomorrow

1t was here that Hon. Mr. Martin wanted
te know just what was going on. The
'Premier had stated that he had lost con-
trol of the House. He had asked the oppo-
sition in effect if they would assist in se-
<uring the passage of supply before the im-
perative appeai to the country, He had
saild that in any event he could go to the
Lieut.-Governor and get a dissobution—
‘‘His Honor authorized me to say so,” in-
terjected Premier Prior.

Mr. Martin, continuing, held that the
country in the event of the Premier’s sug-
gestion not being fallen in with, would be
left unprovided for as to funds for three
or four months at best. If the motion
which (Col. Prior had made passed, it would

taken as an expression that he still
'controlled the House. - Was it to be under-
stood that those opposcd to the government
would fall in with the suggestion as to sup-
ply? They should either accept or refuse,
the offer of the Premier as unless a guar-
antee was given in this respect, Hon. Col.
Prior _would no doubt bring His Honor
down and dissolve the House. It was im-
possible to suggest that a new government
could be formed in the House by the lead-
er of the opposition under which supply
might be passed since Mr. McBride had
made it impossible for the I/leut.-'(}orvernm}

| to call upon him by saying an immediate !

election was imminent. = Resonsibility rest- |
ed upon the opposition, He agreed that an
election at the earliest possible date should
be held, and tbat it should be on party
lines (Col, Prior: Hear, hear.) Personal-
ly he was prepared to act on the proposal
0? the first minister and keep the House in
session long enough to mut through the spe-
cia!l work outlined. With respect to the
estimates the government was entirely in
the hands of the opposition. *

Mr. McBride discussed at some length the
position of Mr. Martin in the House and
with respect to the promise of dissolution,

the commission appointed, and having | pointed to enquire into the Columbia & jinauired how the Liberal leader could jus-

tifv with constitutional principles the re-
puted position of His Honor?

Mr. Martin saw no constitutional objec-
tion to the Lieut.-Governor taking the
coLrse suggested by the first minister.

Mr. Curtis held that the House expressing
want of confidence did not necessarily mean
a refusal to pass supply.

The House negatived the motion of the
Premier and placed on record its want of
confidence upon the fo.lowing division:
Ayes—Messrs. Gilmour, Hayward, Maxr-
tin, Helmcken, Prentice, DPrior, A. W.
Smith, Clifford, Houston, Hall, Rogers,
Hunter, Dickie, Mounce and McInnes.

Nays—Messrs. Stables, E. 'C. Sm.th, Haw-
thornthwaite, Clifford, Garden, Fulton, Cuzr-
us, Tatlow, Green, McBride, Semlin, Mec-
Phillips, Taylor, Kidd, Patterson, Weils
and Dunsmuir,

Mr. McInnes and Mr. Hunter did not
vote until specially requested. Then they
asked to be counted with the affirmative,
Mr. Hunter observing I would like to see
the country accommodated with a little
money, but I can’t say that I have much
use for this government.

Hon. Col. Prior—As that undoubtedly is
an expression of want of confidence, I shall
20 to the Lieut.-Governor tonight or to-
morrow morning, and ask him to come
down and dissolve the House.

Mr. McBride next assumed the responsi-
bitity of making the formal motion. He
moved: ‘“That the House at its rising be
stand adjourned until 3 o’clock tomorrow,”

Mr. Martin wanted it distinctly under-
stood that he would not favor Mr. McBride
Leing by the passage of such a resolution,
accredited as controlling the House.

Mr. McBride’'s motion was defeated 16

to 13.
Then Mr. Martin moved that the House
stand adjourned muntil 2:30. He did not
claim to control a party in the House, but
Le held the position of leader of the Lib-
eral party and he believed that party con-
trolled the country.

If that motion passes. said Mr. Garden,
it will be Mr, Martin who will control the
House.

“Well, let’
trols in the
Phillips.

Mr. McBride held that the opposition
more than anybody else had been shown in
the bye-elections to control the country. He
again devoted himself particularly to Mr.
Martin and his rovine element.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite as leader of the
Socalist, party, moved the adjournment un-
til 3:15.

Mr. McInnes in vigorous and effeative
style, maintained that the House should
puss supply and that this could be done by
opposition and government coming togéther
in a business way.

Mr. McPhillips cited Tasmanian Presi-
dent in the same behalf, and a cross-fired
debate ensued.

Mr. Curtis proposed an address to His
Honor, advising that the Houge should not
be prorogued or dissolved until supply was
passed. The fact of such a resolution pass-
ing would show His Honor that supply
could and would be passed. He did not
think that the present Premier was entitled
to a dissolution, but that someone e€lse
might be called.

Mr. Martin held that this was the veriest
mncnsense, If the government went
cn with the estimates someone had to con-
trol.

see whom Mr, Martin con-
se, anyway,” said Mr. Mec-

Mr. McBride took the ground that after
the vote of censure there could be no look-
ing back. He held that there would be no
great loss in withholding supply until a
new House could be elected.

The other motions not being passéd,
Hon. Col. Prior moved that the House be
now adjourned,

Mr. McPhiFips—What will the effect be
if the motion carries?

Mr. Speaker—The House will adjourn.

Mr. McPhillips—Until when?

Mzr. Speaker— Until 2 o’clock tomorrow.

The resolution was then put and carried
with 16 tg 15, as follows:

Aves—Messrs. Gimour, Stables, Hay-
ward. Martin, Felmcken, Prentice, Prior,
A. W. Smith, Clifford. Houston, McInnes,
Haill, Rogers, Hunter, Dickie and Mounce.

Nays—Messrs. E. C. Smith, 'Hawthornth-
waite, Gifford. Garden, Fulton, Curtis. Tat-
low. Green. MeBride, Semlin. McPhillips,

Tevior. Kidd, Patterson and Wells.
During the afterncon bills were introduc-

2,

Capt. Tatlow Introduced his resolution for
return ith respect

to amend the Land Regis-

g&ﬁwend Chapter 46 of the

2 Prior, “To amend the Coal

Minos % Act and the Buresn of

By Mr. Monroe—“A Bil for the Preser-
vetion of the Lord’s Day as a Day of

By Mr. Curtis, ‘A Bilt respecting Trans-
‘pertation.’” :

By Mr.  HaMl—*To Amend the Provincial
Elections Act.”

Finding§ Of
The Committee

Results of Investigation Into
C. And W. Land Grants Re-
. to House.

Passage of : Cancellation Bill
Fully Warranted By Facts
Disclosed.

The report in finding of the Columbia
& Western /inquiry .committee, unani-
mously subScribed to by the five mem-
bers of that body—Messrs. Clifford, A.
W. Smith,) Helmcken, McPhillips and
Green—as = presented to the legislature
yesterday is herewith given in full. The
evidence making' many hundred printed
pages will follow in the course of a
week or so:

To the Speaker of the Legislative As-
sembly of the Province of British-
Columbia:

8ir,—We, your speclal committee ap-
pointed to enquire into all matters con-
nected with the granting or proposed
granting of a land subsidy to the Co-
lumbia & Western Railway Company,
beg leave to report:

1. That on the Tth day of April, 1903,
@ resolution was passed empowering
your special committee to enquire into
all matters relating to the granting, or
proposed granting, of a land subsidy to
the Columbia & Western Railway Com-
pany, with power to summon witnesses,
call for papers, documents and records,
and that the' said committee shall re-
port their findings or finding, and the
evidence to the House.

2. Pursuant to such authority your
committee held their initial meeting on
the 8th day of April, 1903, and have
held 33 sittings and examined 23 wit-
nesses, whose evidence is submitted
herewith, together with all exhibits or
copies thereof,

3. Your commitiz= report that by

chapter 44 of B. €. statutes, 1888, the
Crow’s Nest & Kootenay Lake Railway
Company was incorporated, and by vir-
tue of chapter 56 of the statutes of 1891
the name of the said company was
changed to that of the British Columbia
Southern Railway Company, and that
by the Railway Aid Act, 1890’ a land
subsidy was granted to the said Crow’s
Nest & Kootenay Lake Railway Com-
pany, which, by said chapter 56 was ex-
tended to the British Columbia Southern
Railway Company, and on the 11th day
of August, 1890, the following reserva-
tion of land was made:
Commencing at a. point on the east-
ern boundary of the province of British
Columbia, in the Crow’s Nest Pass,
thence southerly along the eastern boun-
dary to a point on the 29th parallel of
latitude; thence west along the said
parallel 25 miles; thence in a northerly
direction to the junction of Morrisey
creek with Elk river; thence easterly to
the point of commencement,
4. That on the 6th day of May, 1891,
a further order-in-council <was passed
(174, 1891), whereby certain lands were
set apart for the said British Columbia
Southern Railway Company, which lands
are described as follows:
‘Commencing at a point on the east-
ern boundary of the province of British
Columbia, in the Crow’s Nest Pass;
thence southerly along the eastern boun-
dary to a point on the 29th parallel of
latitude; thence west along the said
parallel 25 miles, thence in a northerly
direction to the junction of Morrisey
creek with Elk river; thence easterly to
the point of commencement.
5. That on the 17th day of April,
1896, the Columbia & Western Railway
Company was incorporated, and a Sub-
sidy Aect in aid thereof was also passed
during the same session.
6. That your committee direct special
attention to the following sections of the
said last mentioned Subsidy Aect, viz.:
Sections 1, 5. 6 and 10, and as to the
terms of obtaining the land grant.
7. That in the month of June, 1898,
negotiations took place between the gov-
ernment of the day, of which ﬁxe Hon.
J. H. Murner was Premier, and the Hon.
D. M. Eberts was Attorney-General, and
Mr. D. D. Mann, on behalf of Macken-
zie & Mann, railway contractors, and
Mr. Shaughnessy (now Sir Thomas G.
Shaughnessy) on behalf of the Columbia
& Western Railway Company, resulting,
it is claimed, in an agreement being
reached, and particular attention is di-
rected to the last section of said agree-
ment. Although the said agreement was
executed by the said company, and duly
forwarded to the government for execu-
tion, the said government was dismissed,
and the said agreement was never exe-
cuted by the government of the province
of British Columbia.

8. On the 18th day of August, 1899,
the British Columbia Southern Railway
Company selected their initial block.

9. That in the year 1900, during the
Premiership of the Hon. C. A. Semlin,
it 'was intended to substitute a cash
grant in lieu of the land grant granted
to the said Columbia & Western Rail-
way Company to effect a settlement of
the said railway’s eclaims, but the said
government was on the 23rd day of Feb-
ruary, 1900, defeated, and the said pro-
posed arrangement was mot accomplish-
ed. A copy of the proposed bill to effect
such arrangement will be found among
the exhibits,

10. That in the month of June, 1900,
the Hon. James Dunsmuir was appoint-
ed Premier, who selected as his col-
leagues the Hon. J. H. Turner, minister
of fimance; Hon. D. M. Eberts, attor-
ney-General; Hon. W. C. Wells, chief
commissioner of lands and works:; Hon.
R. McBride, minister of ‘mines, and Hon.
J. D. Prentice, provincial secretary.

11. That on the 10th day of Septem-
ber, 1900, an order-in-council (519, 1900)
was passed, approved on the 18th day
of ‘September, 1900, ‘whereby lands des-
cribed in the report accompanying said
order-in-council were grarnted to the Brit-
ish Columbia Southern Railway Com-

pany. .

12. That on the 19th day of December,
1900, an order-in-counecil (721, 1900) was
passed, whereby the said order-in-coun-
cil of the 10th of September, 1900, was
rescinded.

13. That during the session of 1901,
(chapter 70) the Columbia & Western
Railway <Company obtained an act
amending their charter, but it was ex-
pressly provided that in granting time
for the completion of their line of rail-
way as therein is more ‘particularly
mentioned, the act should not be con-
strued as extending the time for earning
their ‘land ‘grant.

14. That on the 15th day of May,
1901, the Hon. James Dunsmuir, by let-
ter addressed to Mr. G. MeL. Brown,
executive agent, undertook to introduce
at the mext session a bill to authorize
the Lieuténant-Governor-in-Council” to
grant the land subsidy of the Clumbia
&Western Railway in respect of the
fourth section of its railway, Christina
Lake to Midway, which had been com-
pleted.

15. That at a meeting of the execu-
tive held on the 10th day of August,
1901, three orders-in-council were pass-
ed, numbered 393, 394 ‘and 412, by
which blocks 4,593 and 4,594 given to

Company by order-in-council No. 722,

4,593 and 4,594 to the Columbia & West-

the British Columbia Southern Railway |-‘Feéderation of Miners and have affilfated

& Western Railway , and the
more northerly block ‘was given to the
British Columbia  Southern Railway
Company in full settlement.

16. That on the 80th day of November,
1900, an application for incorporation of
the Pacific Coal Company was made,
for letters patent under the Dominion
Joint Stock Compsnies’ Aet; but it was
not until the 31st day of August, 1901,
that Jletters patent were issued, which
were duly gazetted on the 5th Septem-
ber, 1901. The incorporators were some
of the directors of the Canadian Pacific
Railway Company. -

17. That on the 3rd day of October,
19_01, Crown grants in respect of lots
4,593 and 4,594 purport to have been pre-
Dared and signed.

18. That on the 24th day of October,
1901, it is alleged at a meeting, at which
were present the Hon. James Dunsmuir,
Hon. J. D. Prentice and the Hon. the
Chief Commissioner, held in the office
of the Chief Commissioner, that the said
Chxet‘Commissioner was instructed not
to deliver up the said Crown grants un-
less the Columbia & Western Railway
Company would agree to build a line of
railway from Midway to Spence’s
Bridge.

19. That on the 24th of October, 1901,
an opinion was obtained by the Chief
Commissioner from Mr., Gordon Hunter,
K. C., now the Honorable the Chiefl Jus-
tice, and on the same evening the said
Chief Commissioner 1éft for Montreal,
hav;ng 25 Crown 'grants and -certified
copies of various orders-in-council, the
said Crown grantsg for lots 4,598 and 4.-
994 being amongst the number,

20. That on the 21st day of November,
1901, the said Chief Commissioner met
Sir TPhomas Shaughnessy, and claims to
have discussed the situation, and return-
ed to the city of Vieotoria between the
11th and 15th days of December, 1901,
and brought with him the said two
ggrgwn grants for blocks 4,693 and 4,-

21. That the Premier on the 18th da
of March, 1902, convened a meeting o%
his cabinet which concluded to cancel
the said order-in-council of the 10th day
of August, 1901, number 393, and the
word ‘‘cancelled” was, pursuant to in-
Structions in that behalf, written across
the face of the said two Crown grants
by the Chief Commissioner.

22. That on the 22nd day of May,
1902, the government presented a mes-
sags from the Hon. the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor, which message remained in com-
mittee. It is known as bill No. 87.

23. That early in the month of June
the said Premier left to attend the cor-
onation festivities, and the Hon. the At-
torney-General was the Acting Premier
In his absence.

24. On the 19th day of June, 1802,
the said Bill (No. 87) was withdrawn,

25. In the month of November, 1902,
the.mid Premier, Hon. James Dunsmuir,
resigned, and was succeeded by the Hon.
Edward Gawler Prior, whose cabinet
consists of Hon. D. M. Eberts, attorney-
general; Hon. J. D. Prentice, minister of
finance; Hon. W. C. Wells, chief com-
missioner of lands and works, and Hon.
tV. W. B. Meclnnes, provincial secre-
ary.
26. That in consequence of certain
proceedings being taken by the Columbia
& Western' Railway Company against
certain persons to whom Crown grants
had been issued in lot 4,594, application
was made to the government to inter-
vene by the parties affected, and also
by a member of the firm of the solicitors
tor the Colunmbia & Western Railway
Company, but this application was not
acceded to.
. 27. In consequence of the position be-
ing taken by the Columbia & Waestern
Railway Company with regard to the
said two grants, which had been can-
celled as aforesaid, the Premier intro-
duced a bill val‘dating the said order-in-
council of the 18th day of March, 1902,
which bill on the 4th day of May, 1903,
received the Royal assent.

FINDINGS.

. 1. The committee find that the order-
in-council of the 10th day of August,
1901, authorizing the conveying of blocks

ern Railway Company was not in the
public interest,

2. We find that within the original
Columbia & Western reserve there re-
mained after deducting the alternate
blocks appropriated for the construction
of -the first section, and two pieces of
land appropriated for the deficiency
lands to which the company were en-
titled for the construction of that sec-
tion, an area of land amounting to 2,-
600,000 acres. We also find that within
the said reserve there was ample land
available to satisfy all that the com-
pany was entitled to receive for the con-
struction of the third section, which re-
serve had remained set apart for the

five years,

3. We find that the order-in-council
directing the issue of grants for blocks
4,593 and 4,594 was fettered by no con-
ditions of any kind whatever, and that
under that order-in-council, assuming
that the settlement had not violated ithe
conditions of the Subsidy Aect, the com-
pany would have been forthwith entitled
to a delivery of the grants.

4. We find that questions pertinent to
the matter we had to enquire into were
asked throughout the session of 1902, as
would appear by the journals of the
House, and the government permitted
answers thereto to be given that were
not in accordance with the real facts.

5. We find that on the 5th day of
May, 1902, a return, purporting to be a
return of the order-in-council relating
to the granting of blocks 4,593 and 4,-
594, and of all correspondence, ete. con-
nected therewith, failed vo refer to a
number of letters that passed between
the executive of the Canadian Pacific
Railway Company and the Honorable
the Chief Commissioner of Lands and
‘Works, which although marked “per-
sonal,” were clearly official letters, deal-
ing with official business; and also fail-
ed to return a letter of 8th day of No-
vember, 1901, from the Deputy Commis-
sioner of Lands and Works to the Gov-
ment Agent at Fort Steele showing that
blocks 4,593 and 4,594 were granted to
the Railway Company.

6. We find that if Bill No. 87 had be-
come law the Columbia & Western Rail-
way Company would have had power
conferred on them to claim blocks 4,593
and 4,594.

7. The committee have no difficulty
in finding that the rescinding order-in-
council of the 18th day of March, 1902,
and Bill No. 16 were steps taken in the
public interest as unquestionably the
said lands, being blocks 4,593 and 4,594
were not and never could have been con-
sidered to have been within purview of
the Columbia & Western Railway Sub-
sidy Aect, 1896, and it is unreasonable
to assume that the Railway Company,
advised at all times by eminent counsel,
was not aware that such lands were
without the purview of the statute. That
‘being the fact, no matter what other
cause moved the government in the mat-
ter, the rescinding order-in-council was
right and proper as was also the legis-
lation that followed—all being in the
public interest—and viewing the matter
in this way, we cannot see what ground
of complaint is open to the mailway
company.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

(Signed), €. W. D. CLIFFORD,

Chairman.
Dated May 27, 1903.
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GAS ON THE STOMACH,
results of imperfedt digestion pressing up
against the heart, it excites alarming symp-
toms. Instant relief is afforded by taking
half an hour after meals, ten drops of
Polson’s Nerviline in a little sweetened
water. Nerviline aids + digestion, expels
the zas and imparts the sense of comfort.
Nervilire is ~ood for lots of other things,
ond wise people keep a 25¢, bottle in the
bouse for rheumatism, cramps, neuralgia,
toothache Ete. Tiy it.
r——————

The miners’ unton of the Crow's Nest
Psss Coal Co.’s corrieries have recently with
drawn dheir allegiance from The Western

Raisins, per Ib

Salt cod, per 1b ......
Salt tongues and sounds, per lb.
Salt Holland herring, per keg ..
Salt salmon, each ...
Salmon hellies, per Ib

-f’;;u?t’dr
To Itself

In whit it is and what it does—con.
taining the best blood-purifying,
alterative and tonic substances cnd.
effecting the most radical and per..
manent eures of all humors and al¥
eruptions, relieving weak, tired,
languid feelings, and building up:
the whole system—is true only of

» = 5
Hood’s Sarsapariiic:
No other medieine acts like it ;
no other medicine has done :n
much real, substantial good, no
other medicine has restored healt!:
and strength at so little cost.

“I was completely run down, troubled
with headaches and dizziness and pains in
my back. I could not sleep and had no ap-
petite, and medicine did not do me any
good until I took Hood’s SBarsaparilla which

gave great relief and in a short time en-
tirely eured me.” WiNTERTON,

e s e—

Hood’s Sarsapariia promises to
cure and keeps the promise.

RETAIL MARKETR

The prices in the /retail market remain

steady this week withy the exceptiom of

butter, which has had a drop all Tound of
. to the pound. There is some excep-

tionally fine, ‘pure maple syrup on the

market. This syrup was got off the old

Maileau homestead, near Ottawa, and was

brought out by Miss Maileau, who is well

known here, Eleven cases In all were

brought, and it is put up for immediate

use, as when it is in the pure state it won’t

keep long.

Wheat, per ton ......

Corn, whole, per ton

Corn, cracked .

Corn, racked, per tom

Qats, per ton

Oatmeal, per 10 lbs.

Rolled oats, B. & K., per Ib ....

Rolled oats, B. & K. per 7-lb sack

Flour —

Hungarian

Pastry

Feed—

Hay, baled, per ton

Straw, per bale

Bran, per ton i
Ground feed. ver ton ..
Vegetables—

Oabbage, DOE 1D ....cen...
Caulifiower, per head .
Oniens, per ib .........
Carrots, per Ib

Beet root, per b

New potatoes, 1b. .... ..
I weet potatoes. per I[b.
Asparagus, per lb
Asparagus, Cal.,, pef 1b. ........
Green

Celery . .
Rhubarb, per 1b. ......
Artichokes, per &
Eggs—

Fresh Island, per dozen
Eastern eggs, per: dozen

Fresh cream, per pint ....
Cheese—

California cheese

Canadian, per Ib ....

Butter—

Manitoba,, per Ib

Best dairy, ver ib ...... ..
Victoria creamery, per Ib
Cowichan c¢reamery, per ib .
Fresh Island butter ......
Fruite—

©O0CORBUCH, R oreev sssscenei oo
Lemons, California, per doz, ....
Lemons, small, per doz. ..
Island apples, XXX
Vernon apples ........
Strawberries, per box. ..

+0sssacsas

Calitornia figs (uvlack), 4 Ibs ....
California figs (white), 8 1bs ...

California figs, new, crop, 1 lb.. 10
Currants, per I v v snevidD SO }2222

cecasee

Sultanss ...... ...,
California ..

Jams, Assorted—

Cross & Blackwell’s, 1-1b. jars .
Local jams, 5-1b. ‘pails

Local jams, 2-1b jars

Local jams, 1-b jars
Poultry—
Dressed fowis, each

Wild fowls, per pair .......
Fish—

Smoked salmon, per Ib ........
Spring salmon, per b ...ecveeen
Cod, per lb
Halibut, per Ib ..
Smoked halibut ..
Halibut, frozen .
Flounders  ....
Qolichans, per Ib

Herrings, per ib ..

Crabs, per dozen

ll;l‘muers o
] ers .
purposes of the company for a period of 'Saﬂpmacke

each

ssssew

.« sese

Lipton’s bacon

Lipton’s hwm ... ciaseee
Hams, American, per 1b. .......
Bacon, American, per 1b

Bacon, rolled ...cc.c scovee ooe
Bacon, long clear
Lard, per 1b.
Have no equal as a prompt and positive
cure for sick headache, billiousness, con-
stipation, pain in the side, and all liver
tronbles. Carter’s Little Liver Pills. Try
them,

CANCELLING BONDS.

Trenton, N. Y., May 23.—Henry C.
Shinks today filed in the United States
Circuit Court a bill to have set aside
and cancelled $3,700,000 worth of col-
lateral goid certificates of the Asphalt
Company of America, which, he claims,
was fraudulently issued to promoters of
the company, and which Spinks also
charges were afterwards transferred
without compensation to others.

———0—
COULD NOT WALK.

A Young Lady Tells the Torture She¢
Suffered’ From Rheumatism.
Miss Myrtle Major, Hartland, N.B.,
is one of the thousands who have prov-
ed that Dr. William¢’ Pink Pills wi'i
cuare rheumatism. Miss Major says: I
suffered from the trouble for neatly =2
year. I had the advice of a doctor and
took his medicine, but it did not heln
me. The trouble was located chiefily i
my ankles, and the pain I suffered a:
times was intense. (As a mattetr of fart
at times I was quite unable to walk
across the room, and for six monihsz I
was -confined to the house. I used lin-
ments and other medicines prescr.bed
for rheumatism, but they did me n»>
good. Then some of my friends urz-i
me to try Dr. Williams’* Pink Pijls, @
acted on their advice and before I ha.l
used three boxes I began to feel bert>r.
I took nine box®s of the pills alttoge-her
and before I had finished the last bux
not a trace of the trouble rema'ned. I:
is now nearly two years since I touk
the pills and as there has not been a
sympton of the trouble since it proves
that ‘the pills make permanent cures.”
Rheumatism is a disease of the bload
and can- only be cured by {reating it
through the blood. That is why Dr. Wil-
liams’ Pink Pills ‘always cure this
trouble. Good blood makes every orzan
in the body strong and healthy, and as
every dose of Dr. Williams’ Pink Pi''s
make pure rich blood, it follows that
they cure such troubles as anaemis,
neuralgia, indigestion, heart trouble,
kidney ailments, erysipelas, the after
effects of la grippe and fevers, etc. They
also relieve and cure the ailments from
which so many women constan_tly suf-
fer. See that you get the genuine bvills
with the full name “Dr. Williams’ Pink
Pills ifor Pale People,” on the wrapper
around ‘every box. Sold by all medicine
dealers or sent post paid at 50 cents a

themselves with the United Mine Woikers

1900, were transferred to the Columbia

of America.—Fernie Free Press. :

the Dr. Williams’ Medicine Co., Brock-
ville, 'Ont.

box or six boxes for $2.50 by writing -
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